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No. 1292. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT' BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND
AUSTRALIA REGARDING THE TRANSFER OF HEARD
AND MACDONALD ISLANDS FROM HIS MAJESTY'S
GOVERNMENT IN THE UNITED KINGDOM TO HIS
MAJESTY'S GOVERNMENT IN THE COMMONWEALTH
OF AUSTRALIA. LONDON, 19 DECEMBER 1950

COMMONWEALTH OF AUSTRALIA

LONDON

19th December,. 1950
My dear Secretary of State,

I have the honour to refer to the letter from the Office of United Kingdom
High Commissioner in the Commonwealth of Australia, dated 23rd December,
1947, in which His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom confirmed
their willingness to transfer to His Majesty's Government in the Common-
wealth of Australia their rights in Heard Island and MacDonald Islands.

In consequence of this communication, effective government, administration
and control of these islands were established by the Commonwealth Government
on 26th December, 1947.

Accordingly, the Commonwealth Government for their part understand
the position to be that as from that date His Majesty's Sovereignty over these
islands has been exercised by them and the rights of the United Kingdom
Government in the islands have been transferred to them and that, by such
transfer and by the establishment of effective Australian government, ad-
ministration and control, the territory has been acquired by the Commonwealth.
The Commonwealth Government would be grateful to learn whether this is
also the understanding of His Majesty's Government in the United Kingdom.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) Eric J. HARRISON
Resident Minister for Australia

The Rt. Hon. P. C. Gordon-Walker, M.P.
Secretary of State for Commonwealth Relations
Downing Street, S.W.1

1 Came into force on 19 December 1950, with retroactive effect as from 26 December 1947
by the exchange and according to the terms of the said notes.
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TRADUCTION - TRANSLATION

No 1292. ECHANGE DE NOTES CONSTITUANT UN AC-
CORD1 ENTRE LE ROYAUME-UNI DE GRANDE-BRE-
TAGNE ET D'IRLANDE DU NORD ET L'AUSTRALIE
CONCERNANT LE TRANSFERT AU GOUVERNEMENT
DE SA MAJESTE DANS LE COMMONWEALTH D'AUS-
TRALIE DES ILES HEARD ET MACDONALD PRECE-
DEMMENT PLACEES SOUS L'AUTORITE DU GOUVER-
NEMENT DE SA MAJESTE DANS LE ROYAUME-UNI.
LONDRES, 19 DECEMBRE 1950

COMMONWEALTH D'AUSTRALIE

LONDRES
Le 19 d~cembre 1950

Monsieur le Secr~taire d'itat,

J'ai l'honneur de me rif~rer h la lettre du Haut-Commissariat du Royaume-
Uni dans le Commonwealth d'Australie, en date du 23 dcembre 1947, par
laquelle le Gouvernement de Sa Majest6 dans le Royaume-Uni a confirm6
qu'il 6tait dispos6 4 ceder au Gouvernement de Sa Majest6 dans le Common-
wealth d'Australie ses droits sur File Heard et sur les iles MacDonald.

A ]a suite de cette communication, le Gouvernement du Commonwealth
a effectivement assum6 le gouvernement, l'administration et le contr6le de ces
lies le 26 dcembre 1947.

En cons6quence, le Gouvernement du Commonwealth considre, pour sa
part, que depuis cette date, it a exerc6 dans ces iles le pouvoir souverain de
Sa Majest6, que les droits du Gouvernement du Royaume-Uni 1'6gard de
ces fles lui ont 6t6 c6d6s et que, par suite de cette cession et du fait que le
Gouvernement australien a effectivement assume6 le gouvernement, 'administra-
tion et le contrble du territoire, celui-ci a t6 acquis par le Commonwealth.
Le Gouvernement du Commonwealth serait heureux de savoir si telle est
igalement l'opinion du Gouvernement de Sa Majest6 dans le Royaume-Uni.

Veuillez agr6er, Monsieur le Secr~taire d'etat, les assurances de ma tr&s
haute consideration.

(Signi) Eric J. HARRISON
Ministre resident d'Australie

Le Tr~s Honorable P. C. Gordon-Walker, M.P.
Secrtaire d'etat aux relations avec le Commonwealth
Downing Street, S.W.1

1 Entri en vigueur le 19 d6cembre 1950, par P&hange desdites notes et, conform~nent A leurs
dispositions, avec effet r6troactif au 26 d6cembre 1947.
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II

COMMONWEALTH RELATIONS OFFICE

DOWNING STREET

19th December, 1950

My dear Resident Minister,

I have the honour to acknowledge receipt of your Note of 19th December,
1950 on the subject of Heard and MacDonald Islands which reads as follows:-

[See note I]
In reply, I have to inform you that for their part His Majesty's Government

in the United Kingdom regard His Majesty's sovereignty in these islands as
having been exercised by and their own rights as having been transferred to
His Majesty's Government in the Commonwealth of Australia and the territory
as having been acquired by the Commonwealth by such transfer and by the
establishment of effective Australian government, administration and control,
as from 26th December, 1947.

Yours sincerely,

(Signed) P. C. GORDON-WALKER

His Excellency the Hon. E. J. Harrison, M.H.R.

No. 1292



1951 Nations Unies - Recuei des Traitis 85

II

SECRATARIAT AUX RELATIONS AVEC LE COMMONWEALTH

DOWNING STREET

Le 19 d~cembre 1950

Monsieur le Ministre,

J'ai l'honneur d'accuser r6ception de la note en date du 19 d6cembre 1950
que vous m'avez adress6e au sujet des fles Heard et MacDonald dans les termes
suivants

[Voir note I]

En r~ponse, j'ai l'honneur de vous faire savoir que, pour sa part, le
Gouvernement de Sa Majest: dans le Royaume-Uni consid~re que le Gouverne-
ment de Sa Majest6 dans le Commonwealth d'Australie a exerc6 un pouvoir
souverain sur ces fles, que ses propres droits ont 6t6 c6d~s au Gouvernement
de Sa Majest6 dans le Commonwealth d'Australie et que le territoire a 6t6
acquis par le Commonwealth par suite de cette cession et du fait que le Gouverne-
ment australien en assume effectivement le gouvernement, l'administration et
le contrble depuis le 26 d6cembre 1947.

Veuillez agr~er, Monsieur le Ministre, les assurances de ma tr~s haute
consid6ration.

(Signi) P. C. GORDON-WALKER

Son Excellence l'Honorable E. J. Harrison, M.H.R.

N- 1292




