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No. 1404. AGREEMENT’ FOR THE CONTINUED OPERA-
TION OF A SOUTH PACIFIC HEALTH SERVICE,MADE
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF NEW ZEALAND,
THE GOVERNMENT OF FIJI AND THE WESTERN
PACIFIC HIGH COMMISSION. SIGNED AT WELLING-
TON, ON 25 MAY 1951,AND AT SUVA, ON 11 JUNE 1951

WHEREAS, on the 7th day of September,1946, the Governmentof Fiji,
the WesternPacific High Commission,acting for and on behalfof the Gilbert
and Ellice Islands Colony and the British Solomon IslandsProtectorate,and
the Governmentof New Zealand,acting in respectof New Zealand’s Islands
Territoriesincluding WesternSamoa,desiringto combinefor the moreeffective
protectionof the healthof the peoplein the Territoriesundertheir administra-
tion, enteredinto an Agreementfor the establishmentof a SouthPacific Health
Service2

AND WHEREAS the said Agreementappliesto the Colony of Fiji, and to the
severalWesternPacific and New Zealand Territories for and on behalfof, or
in respectof, which it was signed

AND WHEREAS, at the requestof the Governmentof Tonga, it was subse-
quently agreedthat the said Agreementshould apply also to the Kingdom of
Tonga from the 1st day of January,1947

AND WHEREAS the said Agreementis provisionalandhasnow beenreviewed

AND WHEREAS it is desiredto make provision for the continuanceof the
South Pacific Health Serviceestablishedin accordancewith the terms of the
said Agreement

AND WHEREAS the Government of Fiji and the Western Pacific High
Commissionareauthorizedby His Majesty’s Governmentin the United King-
dom to concludethe presentAgreement

NOW THEREFOREthe Governmentof Fiji, the WesternPacific High Com-
mission, andthe Governmentof New ZealandAGREE as follows

1. The South Pacific Health Service shall extend and apply to the
territoriesnamedin the Appendix hereto,and may, by agreementbetween
the partieshereto,be extendedandappliedto otherPacific Islandterritories..

1 Cameinto force on Ii June 1951, in accordancewith paragraph4,
annexto this Agreement,p. 82.
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2. The South Pacific Board of Health, establishedpursuantto the
said Agreementof the 7thday of September,1946, shallcontinueto super-
vise and control the said service.

3. The said Board shall be constitutedand shall carry out its duties
in accordancewith the several terms, conditions and understandings
containedin Articles 3 to 9 inclusive of the said Agreementof the 7th day
of September,1946, provided however that those terms, conditions and
understandingsshallbe subjectto review and shall at the instanceof any
party to the presentAgreement,be reviewedby the partieshereto.

4. The presentagreement,which replacesthe said Agreementof the
7th day of September,1946, shall enter into force on the 11th day of
June, 1951, and shall continueon force until the 31st day of December,
1954.

Accepted for and on behalf
of the Governmentof Fiji

Accepted for and on behalf
of the WesternPacificHigh
Commission

Accepted for and on behalf
of the Governmentof New
Zealand

L. BRIAN FR~sToN
Governor

Suva,June 11th 1951

L. BRIAN FREESTON

High Commissioner
Suva,June 11th 1951

F. W. D0IDGE
Wellington, May 25th, 1951

1. Colony of Fiji.

APPENDIX

2. WesternPacific Territories
Gilbert and Ellice IslandsColony.
British SolomonIslandsProtectorate.
Kingdom of Tonga.

3. New ZealandIsland Territories
vcresternSamoa.

CookIslands (including Niue).
TokelauIslands.

No. t404
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ANNEX

AGREEMENT FORTHE ESTABLISHMENT OF A SOUTH PACIFIC HEALTH
SERVICE MADE BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF NEW ZEALAND
(IN RESPECTOF THE NEW ZEALAND ISLAND TERRITORIES IN-
CLUDING WESTERN SAMOA), THE GOVERNMENT OF FIJI AND
THE WESTERN PACIFIC HIGH COMMISSION

The Governmentof Fiji, the WesternPacific High Commission,and the Govern-
ment of New Zealand(in respect of the New Zealand Island Territories, including
WesternSamoa)herebyagreeto combinefor the moreeffectiveprotectionof the health
of the peoplein the Territoriesundertheir administration.

2. There is hereby establisheda Board to be known as the SouthPacific Board

of Health (hereinafterreferredto as the Board).

3. The Board shall consistof

(a) A Chief Administrative Officer known as the Inspector-General,South
PacificHealthService(hereinafterreferred to as theInspector.General),who shall
be a medical practitionerappointedby the Secretaryof State for theColonies in
consultation with the Governmentof New Zealandand who shall be Chairman
of the Board.

(b) The Director of Medical Services, Fiji, or (wheneverthe same person
holds office as Inspector-Generaland as Director of Medical Services, Fiji) a
personnominatedby the Governorof Fiji.

(c) The Director~Generalof the Departmentof Health, New Zealand, or his
representative.

(d) The Director, Division of Nursing of the Departmentof health, New
Zealand, or her representative.

(e) A personappointedby the High Commissionerfor the WesternPacific.

(f) A representativeof the InternationalHealth Division of the Rockefeller
Foundation if the Foundationdesiressuch representationat any time.

4. (a) Meetingsof theBoardshall be held at suchtimesandplacesas theBoard
or the Chairmanmay from time to time determine,provided that such meetingsshall
beheldatintervalsnot exceedingtwelvemonthsin anycaseandthatatleasteachalternate
meetingshall be held in Suva.

(/‘) At all such meetingsfour membersof the Board shall constitute a quorum,
providedthat onememberpresentshall be a representativeof New Zealand.

(c) At any meetingof the Board theChairmanshall have a deliberative vote and
in caseof equalityof votesshall also have a casting vote. At any such meetingthe
decisionof themajority of memberspresentshall be thedecisionof theBoard.

5. The headquartersof the Board shall be locatedin Suva.

No. 1404
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6. The Boardshall have the power to establishand maintain office premisesof
its own and shall employ a Secretaryand suchclerical and otheroffice staff as it may
1mm time to time deemnecessary.

7. The functionsof the Boardshall be :—

(a) To advise the participatingAdministrations on all health matterswithin
their territories.

(b) To collect information in regard to the incidenceof diseasewithin the
Territories of the participating Administrations and to ensure transmissionof
relevantinformation to the participatingAdministrations.

(c) To draw up a standardcodefor quarantineproceduresfor the guidance
of the participatingAdministrations.

(d) To assist the participating Administrations in maintaining adequate
medical, nursing and sanitarystaff.

(e) To nominatea personor personsto act on behalfof the Board in selecting
candidatesfor appointmentsto the South Pacific Health Service.

(f) To encourage,co-ordinateand if necessaryinitiate medical researchwithin
the Territoriesof the participatingAdministrations.

(g) To advise the participatingAdministrationsin all mattersrelating to the
training of Native Medical Practitioners,Nurses,SanitaryInspectors,Technicians
and auxiliary health personnel.

(h) To makerecommendationsto the participatingAdministrationsas regards
conditionsof service,including salaryscales, of all grades of medical and health
personnel.

(I) Generally to carry out such inquiries and to do all such things or actsas
in theopinion of theBoardarenecessaryfor thepurposeof assistingtheparticipating
Administrations in the more effective control of diseaseand promotion of health
within their Territories.

8. (a) The Inspector-Generalshall be thechief executiveofficer of the Board.
(I’) For thepurposesof his personalservice,pay anddiscipline he shall be subject

to the authorityof the Governor of Fiji andthe High Commissionerfor the Western
Pacific, who is the representativeof theSecretaryof Statefor the Colonies.

(c) In thedischargeof his dutiesas Inspector-Generalof the SouthPacific Health
Servicehe shall exercisehis functionsin equalmeasureover theTerritoriesof all parti-
cipating Administrations and shall not be regardedas the specialofficer of any single
Administration.

(d) lie shall visit the Territories of the participating Administrations at regular
intervalsandon requestat any time andshall generallykeephimself personallyfamiliar
with the medicaland healthproblemsof suchTerritories.

(e) Subject to thegeneraldirection of the Boardhe shall arrangefor the transfer
or temporarysecondmentof medical and health personnelto the Territories of the
participating Administrations, or upon the requestof a local Administration for the
replacementof any suchpersonnel.
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J) He shall consultwiththeDirector-General,Departmentof Health,NewZealand,
in regardto the requirementsof New Zealandnursesfor service in the Territories of
the participating Administrationsandshall obtain his adviceon all mattersrelating to
thetermsandconditionsof serviceandthepostingof suchnurseswithin suchTerritories.

(g) He shall carry out all necessaryinquiries into thework and conductof officers
secondedfor service with the participating Administrations and where disciplinary
action is involved shall report thefactsto theappropriateauthority for necessaryaction.
Conversely, when any Administration considersthat disciplinary action is necessary
they will refer the full factsof thecaseto the InspectorGeneralfor his opinion before
final action is taken.

(It) He shall obtain regular returns of infectious diseasefrom the participating
Territories togetherwith such other reports asmay be necessaryand he shall ensure
thatsuchinformation is transmittedto the Boardandto all theAdministrationsof the
participatingTerritories.

(1) He shall establishand maintain the necessarycontactwith RegionalHealth
Bureaux.

(j) He shall from time to time preparesuchspecialreportson any medical, health
andalliedproblemsastheBoardmayrequireor asat hisdiscretionhe maydeemnecessary.

(It) He shall be responsiblefor thepreparationof estimatesof expenditurein con-
nexion with the secretariatand all other activities sponsoredby the Board; he shalt
presentthesefor the approvalof the Boardat least once a year and at a time which
will meet theadministrativerequirementsof the participating Administrations.

(1) He shall ensure that action taken, and recommendationsmade, by the Board
are brought to the notice of all Administrations concerned.

9. This agreementis enteredinto on the following assumptions

(a) That the Governmentof Fiji will proceedat an earlydate with its plans
for a Medical Centre in Fiji including a new Central Medical School and Nurses
Training School.

(6) ThattheGovernmentof NewZealandanditsTropical IslandDependencies,
including WesternSamoa,will continueto make full use of the Central Medical
School for the training of Native Medical Practitionersand the Central Leper
Hospital for the treatmentof lepers.

(c) That theTropical IslandDependenciesof New Zealand,including \Yestern
Samoa,will continueto train Native Nursesin their local hospitalsand will send
only a limited number of such nursesfor special coursesin the NursesTraining
School, Suva.

(d) That the Board will provide a pool of Medical Officers basedon the head-
quartersof the SouthPacificHealthServicein Suva from which the participating
Administrations will draw their Medical Officers on a system of transfer or win-
porary secondment. The pool will be regardedas that quotaof Medical Officers,
which, in theopinion of the Board, with the concurrenceof the Administrations
concerned,is necessaryto provide an adequatehealth service. Medical Officers
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PacificHealthService.
The Agreementshall, in any event,

yearsfrom the dateof signature.

Acceptedfor andon behalfof theGovern-
ment of New Zealand in respect of
the New Zealand island territories
specified in the Appendix hereto,this
7th day of September,1946.

Acceptedfor andonbehalfof theGovern-
mentof Fiji andof theWesternPacific
territories specified in the Appendix
hereto,this7thdayof September,1946.

Peter FRASER
Prime Minister and

Ministerof ExternalAffairs

1 Not publishedby the Departmentof External Affairs of New Zealand.
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will be appointedto theSouthPacificHealth Servicefor duty in the first instance
in the territory in which their servicesarerequiredwith liability to transferor tem-
porary secondmentto other territories at the direction of the Inspector-General.

(e) That thepool of MedicalOfficerswill in partberecruitedfromNewZealand
on a basisof short-termappointmentsandin part on secondmentfrom theColonial
Medical Service. It is understoodthat Medical Officers on short-termappoint-
mentsmay be appointedto the Colonial Medical Serviceif they so desireandare
acceptedfor suchappointment. Provided that any participating Administration
shall alwaysremainfree to appoint to its own health serviceany medicalofficer or
any other memberof its health staff who, or either of whoseparents,was born
within the jurisdiction of thatAdministration.

(f) The Administration in which the officer is serving at any time will be
responsiblefor the full costs involved including salary,travellingallowances,leave,
pensioncontribution,etc. In the caseof first appointment,transferor secondment
the receiving Administration will be responsiblefor transportcharges.

(g) That so long as Fiji and the other Territories continueas at presentto,
draw upon New Zealandfor nurses,thepool of nurseswill remain basedon New
Zealandand the secondmentof nurseswill be arrangedby the Director, Division
of Nursing, New Zealand, in consultationwith the Inspector-General.

(It) That the schemein the first instance will be limited to the territories
listedin theAppendix’ to this agreementbut that it should be capableof extension
at any time so as to include other PacificIslandterritories.

10. This agreementis provisionalandsubjectto review in the light of discussions
taking placeat the time of signaturewith the Governmentof the Commonwealthof
Australia regardingthe possibility of participation by that Governmentin the South

be reviewedat theexpiry of a periodof two~

A. G. GRANTHAM
Governor and Commander-in-Chiefof
theColonyof Fiji and1-us Majesty’s High
Commissioner for the Western Pacific
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