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No. 1417. AGREEMENT’ BETWEENTHE WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION AND THE GOVERNMENT OF COLOM-
BIA CONCERNING A NATION-WIDE VACCINATION
CAMPAIGN AGAINST WHOOPING-COUGHAND DIPH-
THERIA. SIGNED AT BOGOTA, ON 5 JANUARY 1951,
AND AT WASHINGTON, ON 21 FEBRUARY 1951

The Governmentof Colombia (hereinafter called “ the Government“),
representedby Dr. Alonso CarvajalPeralta,Minister of Hygiene; and

The World Health Organization(hereinaftercalled “ the Organization“),

representedby Dr. F. L. Soper,Regional Director,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Part I

PLMc OF ACTION

A. OBJECTIVES

The objectivesof the nation-widevaccinationcampaignagainstwhooping-
cough and diphtheriashallbe:

1.1 To control and preventthe spreadof whooping-coughand diphtheria in
the Republic of Colombia; and

1.2 To reduce the number of deaths,especiallyamong children under five
yearsof age.

1.3 To producean effectivecombinedpertussis-diphtheriavaccinein sufficient
quantitiesto meet the requirementsof this immunization programme.

1.4 To determineand establishadequatetechnicalstandardsand procedures
for organizedlarge-scaleimmunizationoperationswhich may be observedand
utilized by other countries.

1.5 To evaluate the results of the vaccination programme in terms of the
number of children who have completedtheir vaccinations,and in terms of
the specific morbidity and mortality ratesfor whooping-coughand diphtheria.

1.6 To determinethe biological activity of the vaccineusedin the programme
andthe durationof immunity, by meansof specific laboratorymethodsand/or
comparativestudiesof incidencein vaccinatedandnon-vaccinatedgroups.

‘Came into force on 21 February1951, in accordancewith theprovisionsof part VI.
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1.7 To train professionaland auxiliary personnelfrom Colombia, and, as
far as possibleand on request of their governments,similar personnelfrom
other countriesin massimmunizationmethodsand techniques.

1.8 To assist the Ministry of Hygiene (hereinaftercalled “the Ministry “),
on request,and to the extent compatible with the attainmentof the above
objectivesandthe availability of personnelof the Organizationfor the projects,
by giving expertadvice on relatedproblems.

2. NATURE AND SCOPE OF THE PROJECT

2.1 The project shall comprise:
2.1.1 The preparationof a detailedplan of operationsfor the campaign;
2.1.2 Operationof a programmeon a widescaleto immunizechildrenagainst
whooping-coughand diphtheria;
2.1.3 A concurrent intensive health education campaign integrating the
vaccinationprogramme;
2.1.4 An evaluation of the effectivenessof the techniques and methods
employed.
2.2 The programmewill consist,basically,of the vaccinationof the maximum
number of infants over four months of age and pre-schoolchildren in five
selecteddemonstrationareasof Colombia. The programmewill be supple-
mented,whereverpractical, by other preventivemeasuresnormally available
through the establishedhealth facilities in Colombia. The vaccinationswill
be administeredin all official, semi-official and private institutionsin Colombia
concernedwith child welfare. Provision will be madefor supplying vaccine,
without cost, to private physiciansand institutions who wish to participate in
the programme,as soonas SamperMartinez Laboratory is ready to produce
it in sufficient amount.

3. ADMINISTRATION AND PLANNING

3.1 A detailedplan of operationsfor the project shall be preparedby the
Minister of Hygiene in collaboration with the technical consultant of the
Organizationand shall include:
3.1.1 A specificationof vaccineto be employed for maximum effectiveness;

3.1.2 Selectionof age groups;
3.1.3 Indicationandcounter-indicationof vaccination;
3.1.4 Administrative proceduresdesigned to achieveadequately the stated
objectives;

3.1.5 The regions in which the programmewill be initiated and conducted
in accordancewith the epidemiologyand higher incidenceof the diseases;
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3.1.6 The health educationtechniquesto be employed;

3.1.7 The numberand type of personnelto be employedon the programme;
3.1.8 Methods to be usedfor the evaluationof results;

3.1.9 Equipmentand suppliesrequired;

3.1.10 Budgetsand fiscal procedurefor the project;
3.1.11 Duration of project and plan for expansionand continuationof the
programmebeyondthe termination of this agreement.

This plan of operationshallbe annexedto this agreement.

3.2 The project shall be conductedand operatedunder the responsibility
of the Governmentwith the technicalassistanceof the Organization.

3.3 The immunizationprogrammewill be carried out under the immediate
direction of the Medical Officer designatedby the Ministry of Hygiene in
collaborationwith the technicalconsultantof the Organization.

3.4 The technical consultantfor this project will be under the administrative
direction of the Zone Office of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, Regional
Office of the Organization,locatedin Lima, Peru.

3.5 The Ministry will provide the personnelto carry out the programme,
utilizing any personnel,institutions and other facilities which the Minister of
Hygienedeemsadvisable.

3.6 The Ministry will designatea medical officer to be in chargeof the overall
programme,andsuch additional personnelincluding doctors,nursesand other
professionaland non-professionalpersonnel,as may be requiredto conducta
country-widecampaign.

3.7 Production of vaccine by the National Laboratory, Samper Martinez,
will be increasedwith the aid of materialand equipmentfurnishedby UNICEF,
andthe vaccineproducedby said laboratory will be submitted to international
technicalauthoritiesfor examinationand approval before being utilized in the
programme.

3.8 All the health agenciesand other institutions, public or private, parti-
cipating in the programme,will be furnished, without cost, with adequate
supplies of vaccine and educational material. The vaccinationsof children
administeredduring the course of this programmeshall be free of charge.

3.9 A complete record systemwill be installed and maintainedat a central
registrywhichwill providefor theregularcollectionof informationon vaccinated
children by registration and tabulation of pertinent data. Appropriate certi-
ficateswill be issuedandstatisticalchartswill bemaintainedin orderto provide
significant data for future researchand studiesrelated to diphtheria-pertussis
vaccination.
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3.10 The immunization programme will be integratedwith other maternal
and child health programmesin Colombia which are already in existenceor
which may be establishedin the future.

3.11 The Ministry will notify the local health authoritiesof the existenceof
this project and insure the co-operationof the local authorities for carrying
out its objectives.

4. PUBLICATIONS AND REPORTS

4.1 The Ministry will encouragepublication,both national and international,
of the resultsof this project, so asto facilitate aswide an acquaintanceas possible
with the results.
4.2 The Medical Officer, Director of the programme,will prepareregular
monthly reportson the progressof the project, copiesof which will be trans-
mitted to the Minister of Hygieneof Colombia,to the technicalconsultantof
the Organizationandto the Organization,throughthe Pan American Sanitary
Bureau,Regional Office for the Americas.

4.3 At the completion of the project, a final report on the entire operationof
the project shall be jointly preparedby the Medical Officer in chargeof the
project and the technicalconsultantof the Organization,copies of which will
be transmittedto the Minister of Hygieneof Colombiaand to the Organization,
through the Pan AmericanSanitary Bureau,Regional Office for the Americas.

Part .11
COMMITMENTS OF TUE ORGANIZATION

1. The Organization shall provide a technical consultantfor the project for
the duration of this agreement. The Organization will pay the salary and
external transportationexpensesof the said technicalconsultant. It is under-
stoodthat the servicesof the said technical consultantare also to be available
to the Governmentof Chile which is simultaneouslycarrying on a project
havingsimilar objectives.

Part III
COMMITMENTS OF TilE GOvERNMENT

1. There shall be appropriatedby the Governmentof Colombia within the
budgetof the Ministry a sum of not less than ONE HUNDRED AND TWENTY-FIVE
THOUSAND COLOMBIAN I’Esos (125,000.00)for the year 1950,and Two HUNDRED
THOUSAND COLOMBIAN PESOS (200,000.00)for the fiscal year 1951.
2. The personnel, administrativefacilities, materials and supplies for the
project (except those specified to be provided by the United Nations Inter-
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national Children’s EmergencyFund, in a separateagreementbetween the
Governmentof Colombiaand UNICEF1 will be madeavailableby the Depart-
ment of Control of CommunicableDiseases. Any other additional medical
andlaboratoryfacilitiesandpersonnelwill also bemadeavailableby the Ministry
of Hygiene to this project.

3. The Governmentwill provide to the Organization, in local currency, the
cost of per diem andtravel expensesof the technicalconsultantof the Organiza-
tion while in travel statusaway from his official station within Colombia.

Part IV
CONTRIBUTION OF UNICEF

1. It is understoodthat the contribution of the United Nations International
Children’s EmergencyFund to this co-operativeproject in the form of equip-
ment, suppliesand other essentialmaterialsis as specified in a separateagree-
ment betweenUNICEF and the Government.

Part V
CONTINUATION OF THE PROJECT

1, The Governmentwill continue this project within the scopeof available
resources, when assistancefrom the Organization and/or United Nations
InternationalChildren’s EmergencyFund is withdrawn.

Part VI
DURATION

I. This Agreementand the Annex theretoshall come into force on 21 Feb-
mary 1951 andremain in force until 31 December1951 subject to the normal
budgetarylimitations oftheOrganizationin theyearcommencingJanuary11951.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,duly authorizedfor that purpose,
have signed this Agreement.

DONE in duplicateat Bogotaon 5 January1951,

(Signed)Alonso CARVAJAL PEItkLTA
Minister of Hygiene

and at Washingtonon 21 February 1951.
(Signed) F. L. SOPER

RegionalDirector
World Health Organization
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