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No. 1053. MUTUAL DEFENSE ASSISTANCE AGREEMENT’
BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE UNITED
STATES OF AMERICA AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE REPUBLIC OF KOREA. SIGNED AT SEOUL, ON
26 JANUARY 1950

PREAMBLE

The Governmentsof the United Statesandof the Republic of Korea:

Desiringto foster internationalpeaceandsecurity,within the framework
of theCharterof the UnitedNations,throughmeasureswhich will further the
ability of nations dedicatedto the purposesand principles of the Charter
to developeffective measuresfor self-defensein supportof thosepurposesand
principles;andwithout prejudiceto continueexertion of maximumefforts to
obtainagreementsto providetheUnitedNationswith armedforcesasprovided
by its Charter,andto obtainagreementamongmembernationsuponuniversal
regulation and reduction of armamentsunder adequateand dependable
guaranteeagainstviolation;

Recognizingthatmeasuresto eliminateinsecuritycausedby fearofaggres-
sion will enhancethe progressof economicdevelopment;

Consideringthat, in furtheranceof theseprinciples, the Governmentof
theUnited Stateshasenactedthe Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct of 19492pro-
viding for the furnishingof military assistanceby the UnitedStatesof America
to the Republicof Korea; and

Desiring to set forth the understandingswhich govern the furnishing of
assistanceby the Governmentof the United Statesunder the Mutual Defense
AssistanceAct of 1949, and the receiptof such assistanceby the Republicof
Korea

Haveagreedas follows:

Article I

1. EachGovernment,consistentlywith the principle that economicre-
covery is essentialto internationalpeaceandsecurityandmustbe given clear
priority, will make or continueto makeavailableto the other, and to other
Governments,suchequipment,materials,services,or othermilitary assistance
as theGovernmentfurnishingsuchassistancemayauthorizeandin accordance

‘Cameinto forceon 26January1950, asfrom thedateof signature,in accordancewith
articleVIII.

2 UnitedStatesof America: Public Law 329, 81st Congress;63 Stat. 714.
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with such terms and conditions as it may agree.The furnishing of any such
assistanceasmay be authorizedby either party heretoshallbe consistentwith
the Charterof the United Nations.Such assistanceas may be madeavailable
by the United Statesof Americapursuantto this Agreementwill be furnished
undertheprovisions,andsubjectto all of the terms,conditionsandtermination
provisions,of the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct of 1949,andsuchotherappli-
cable United Stateslaws as may hereaftercomeinto effect. The two Govern-
mentswill, from time to time, negotiatedetailed arrangementsnecessaryto
carry out the provisionsof this paragraph.

2. The Governmentofthe Republicof Korea undertakesto makeeffective
use of assistancereceivedpursuantto paragraphI of this Article for the pur-
posesfor which suchassistancewas furnished, and that Governmentwill not,
without the prior consentof the Governmentof the United States,devoteassis-
tance so furnishedto purposesother than those for which it wasfurnished.

3. The Governmentof the Republicof Korea undertakesnot to transfer
to any personnot an officer or agentof such Government,or to any other
nation,title to or possessionof any equipment,materials,or services,pursuant
to paragraph1, without the prior consentof the Governmentof the United
States.

Article II

In the event that Article VIII of the Economic CooperationAgreement
betweenthe Governmentof the Republicof Korea andthe Governmentof the
United States,signedon December10, 1948’ at Seoul, Korea, shall ceaseto
bein force prior to the terminationof this Agreement,the Governmentof the
RepublicofKorea will, for so long asthis Agreementremainsin force, facilitate
the production and transferto the Governmentof the United States,for such
periodof time, in suchquantitiesand upon suchtermsand conditionsas may
be agreedupon, of raw and semi-processedmaterialsrequired by the United
Statesof Americaas a resultof deficienciesor potential deficienciesin its own
resources,andwhich may be availablein Korea. Arrangementsfor suchtrans-
fers shall give due regard to reasonablerequirementsfor domestic use and
commercialexport of Korea.

Article III

1. Each Governmentwill take appropriate measuresconsistent with
securityto keepthe public informedof operationsunder this Agreement.

2. EachGovernmentwill takesuchsecurity measuresas may be agreed

UnitedNations, TreaySeries,Vol. 55, p. 157.
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betweenthetwo Governmentsin orderto preventthe disclosureor compromise
of classifiedmilitary articles, servicesor information furnished by the other
Governmentpursuantto this Agreement.

Article IV

The two Governmentswill, upon requestof either of them, negotiate
appropriatearrangementsbetweenthem respectingresponsibility for patent
or similar claims basedon the useof devices,processes,technologicalinforma-
tion or otherformsof propertyprotectedby law in connectionwith equipment,
materials or servicesfurnishedpursuantto this Agreement.In suchnegotia-
tions,considerationshall be given to including an undertakingwherebyeach
Governmentwill assumethe responsibilityfor all such claims of its nationals
andsuchclaimsarisingin itsjurisdiction ofnationalsof anycountrynot aparty
to this Agreement.

Article V

The GovernmentoftheRepublicof Koreawill, exceptasotherwiseagreed
to, grantduty-free treatmentandexemptionfrom internal taxationupon im-
portation or exportationof products, property, materials or equipmentim-
ported into its territory in connectionwith this Agreement.

Article VI

1. The two Governmentswill, upon the requestof eitherof them, consult
regardingany matterrelatingto theapplicationof this Agreementor to opera-
tions or arrangementscarriedout pursuantto this Agreement.

2. The Governmentof the Republicof Koreawill accord, to duly autho-
rized United Statesrepresentatives,facilities freely and fully to observe the
utilization of assistancefurnishedpursuantto this Agreement.

Article VII
The two Governmentsrecognizetheir mutual interest, consistentwith

mutual securityand recoveryobjectives,in effective controls over the export
of war-potentialmaterials,equipment,and, in so far aspracticable,technical
data; and the two Governmentswill consultwith a view to taking measures
for the accomplishmentof theseends.

Article VIII

1. This Agreementshallenterinto forceuponsignatureandwill continue
in force until three monthsafter the receiptby eitherparty of written notice
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of the intention of the other party to terminateit. This Agreementshallbe
submittedto the KoreanNationalAssembly for ratification.

2. This Agreementshall be registeredwith the Secretary-Generalof the
United Nationsin compliancewith theprovisionsof Article 102 of the Charter
of the United Nations.

DoNE in duplicate,in the EnglishandKoreanlanguages,at Seoul,Korea,
on this 26th day of January 1950. The English and Korean texts shall have
equalforce, but in caseof divergence,the English text shallprevail.

I& WITNESS WREREOF, the respectiverepresentatives,duly authorizedfor
the purpose,havesigned the presentAgreement.

For the Governmentof the United States:
by JohnJ. Muccxo

Forthe Governmentof the Republicof Korea:
by S. M. SrRN
by D.Y.Kn~t
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