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No. 1481. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND, CANADA, AUSTRALIA,
NEW ZEALAND, THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA,
INDIA AND PAKISTAN AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE KINGDOM OF THE NETHERLANDS RELATIVE
TO THE GRAVES OF MEMBERS OF THE ARMED
FORCES OF THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH IN
NETHERLANDS TERRITORIES. SIGNED AT THE
HAGUE, ON 10 JULY 1951

The Governmentsof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Canada,Australia, New Zealand,the Union of South Africa, India
and Pakistan(in the presentAgreementreferred to as “ the Commonwealth
Countries“) on the one hand and

The Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlandson the otherhand,
Animated by a common desire to honour the memory of the members

of the Armed Forcesof the CommonwealthCountries,who in the wars of
1914-1918and 1939-1945have fallen on the field of battle or havedied and
are buried in Netherlandsterritories,

Desiring to make provision with regard to the cemeteries,graves and
memorials of these membersof the Armed Forcesof the Commonwealth
Countries,

Have agreedas follows

Article I

(1) Commonwealth cemeteries, graves and memorials” means the
cemeteriesandgravesin Netherlandsterritoriesin which are buried the bodies
of membersof the Armed Forcesof the CommonwealthCountries, fallen or
died in the wars of 1914-1918and 1939-1945and the mem.orialserected,or
which may be erected,in their honour;

(2) “the Commission” means the Imperial War Graves Commission
incorporatedby Royal Charter grantedby His Majesty The King of Great
Britain, Ireland and the British Dominions beyondthe Seas~;

1 Caineinto force on 10 July 1951 • as from thedate of signature,in accordancewith article 1G.
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(3) For the purposesof the presentAgreement the expression“ Nether-
lands territories“ means the territory of the Netherlands,Surinam and the
NetherlandsAntilles.

Article 2

The Commissionis recognisedby the Governmentof the Kingdom of
the Netherlandsas the sole authority chargedon behalfof the Commonwealth
Countries with the permanentcare in Netherlandsterritories of Common-
wealth cemeteries,gravesand memorials.

Article 3

(1) The Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlandsshall acqufre
the ownershipof the land requiredfor Commonwealthcemeteries,gravesand
memorials,and shall grant the useof it free of cost to the Commissionfor a
period of 50 yearswhich shallbe perpetuallyrenewedfor as long as the land
is usedfor the purposesset forth in the presentAgreement.

(2) Whenever the Commissionconsidersnecessarythe creation of new
cemeterieswith a view to the grouping of Commonwealthgraves, it shall
formulate its proposalsand shall transmit them to the NetherlandsMinister
of War who will considerthe possibility of acquiring the necessaryland to be
granted to the Commissionfor the above-mentionedpurposesfor a period
and under the conditionsas prescribedin sub-paragraph(I) of this Article.

Article 4

Thebodiesof membersof theArmedForcesof theCommonwealthCountries
shall not, without the consentof the Commission,beexhumedfor the purpose
of removal from the Commonwealthcemeteriesor graves in which they rest.
The Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlandsundertakesto invite
the competentlocal authoritiesto refuseall applicationsfor permissionfor the
exhumationof any of thesebodiesor for their removal,unlesspreferrcdthrough
the Commission.

Article 5

(1) The Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlandsrecognisesthe
right of the Commissionto act in Netherlandsterritories as an association,
possessingthe civil rights of an individual, to ensurethe upkeepof Common.
wealth cemeteries,gravesand memorials.

(2) The Commissionis accordingly authorisedto enclosethe Common-
wealth cemeteries,to lay them out according to a schemeapprovedby itself,

No. 1481
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to erect in them sepulchralmonumentsor other suitable structures,to make
plantationsin them, to enact regulationsgoverningvisits to them and to select
persons,who may be B5itish subjects,to takechargeof and maintain them.

(3) The Commissionis further authorisedto provide for the laying out
and maintenanceof Commonwealthgraves in publicly or privately owned
cemeteriesin agreementwith the competentauthorities.

(4) Whenany Commonwealthgravesareamongmilitary gravesof Nether-
landsor Allied soldiersandthe Commissionconsidersit desirablethat a common
systemof laying out should be adopted,it shall submit its proposalsto the
NetherlandsMinister of War for approval.

(5) Subject to the authorisation grantedin Article 5 (2) of the present
Agreement,the Commissionshall conform to the laws and regulationsin force
in Netherlandsterritories relating to cemeteries,graves, memorialsand other
structures.

(6) The Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlandsshall regardthe
Commission in respect of work done in its service by Netherlandscivilian
employees,to be as from the dateon which such work was first startedan
employerwithin the meaningof the Social Insurancelegislation.

Article 6

(1) Any requestfor permissionto erectoutsidea Commonwealthcemetery
acommemorativemonumentdesignedto recalla featof armsof anyunit orform-
ation of the Armed Forcesof the CommonwealthCountriesshallbe presented
by the Commissionto the Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlands
for approval.

(2) Should a requestof this naturebe madeby any personor body other
than the Commissionto the Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlands
the latter shall refer it to the Commissionbefore giving any decisionand shall
considerin agreementwith the Commissionwhat actionshallbe takenthereon.

Article 7

(1) The Commission shall appoint a Commonwealth-NetherlandsJoint
Committee to represent the Commission in Netherlandsterritories in its
relationswith the Netherlandsauthorities,both military andcivil, andespecially
to exercisein the name of the Commissionall or part of the rights reserved
to it under the presentAgreement.

No. 1481
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(2) This Committee shall be competentto perform in the nameof the
Commissionand within the limits of the powersdelegatedto it by the latter
all civil acts necessaryto enableit to fulfil its object.

Article S

(1) The Committeereferredto in the precedingArticle shall be composed
of not morethan twenty members,consistingof not morethan eight honorary
members,of whom four shall be nationalsof the Netherlandsand the others
nationalsof the CommonwealthCountries,and not more than twelve official
members,of whom six shall be nationalsof the Netherlandsand the others
nationalsof the CommonwealthCountries.

(2) All the membersshall be appointed by the Commission. Never-
theless so far as the Netherlandsmembersare concernedthe appointment
shall take place on the recommendationof the Governmentof the Kingdom
of the Netherlands,which recommendationshall be requestedand transmitted
through diplomatic channels.

(3) The Netherlandshonorary members shall be chosen from persons
who have won distinction in the Army, the Navy, the Air Force, in Letters,
Scienceor Art.

(4) The Netherlands official members shall be chosen as representing
such Departmentsof the Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlandsor
such recognisedNetherlandsOrganisationsas may be agreedupon between
that Governmentand the Commission, and shall ceaseto form part of the
Committeefrom the day when they vacatetheir functionsin the Departments
or Organisationsconcerned. The Governmentof the Kingdom of the Nether-
landsundertakesto notify the Commissionof all changeswhich maytakeplace
amongthe Netherlandsofficial members.

(5) The Commission shall appoint the SecretaryGeneral of the Joint
Committee.

Article 9

(1) The Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlandsundertakesto
exemptthe Commissionfrom all presentor future taxes, dues or otherState
or local chargesor impositionsof whatevernaturewith which the Commission
might otherwisebe chargeablein the carrying out of its official functionsin
accordancewith the presentAgreement. The procedurefor implementingthe
foregoingexcmptionshallbe arrangedby the Commissiondirect with the com-
petentauthoritiesconcerned.

No. 148!
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(2) The Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlandsagreesthat in
any particular case under this Article a certificate signed on behalf of the
Commissionto the effect that the exemptionis claimed for the purposeof the
official exerciseof the Commission’sfunctionsshallbeacceptedby the authorities
concernedas sufficient evidenceto that effect. The officials of the Commission
having competenceto sign suchcertificatesshall be notified from time to time
to the Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlandsby the Secretary-
Generalof the Joint Committee.

Article JO

The presentAgreementshall come into force on the dateof its signature.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,duly authorisedto that effect, have

signedthepresentAgreement.
DONE at The Hagueon the 10thday of July 1951, in Englishandin Dutch,

both texts being equally authentic, in a single copy which shall be deposited
in the archivesof the Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlands,and of
which certified copiesshall be furnishedto the other Governments,partiesto
the presentAgreement.

For the Governmentof the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

(Signed)Philip NicHoLs

Forthe Governmentof Canada:
(Signed)PierreDuru~

For the Governmentof Australia:
(Signed)Alfred STIRLING

For the Governmentof New Zealand:
(Signed) J. BRENNAN

For the Governmentof the Union of South Africa:
(Signed) D. B. BOSMAN

For the Governmentof India:
(Signed)P. N. MENON

For the Governmentof Pakistan:
(Szjned)S. Lal ShahBoxuAlu

For the Governmentof the Kingdom of the Netherlands:
(Signed)STIKKER
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