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[TRANSLATION — Th~ucTIoN]

No. 1500. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN BELGIUM AND AUSTRIA
RELATING TO THE MOVEMENT OF PERSONS. BRUS-
SELS, 11 OCTOBER 1951

I

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

DEPAitnen’ C.
Division 2
Section 4—Office 6 p.
No. 2202/Pr/Autriche.

Brussels, 11 October 1951

I havethehonourto inform Your Excellencythat the Belgian Government,
being desirousof facilitating the movementof personsbetweenBelgium and
Austria andthus strengtheningthe relationsbetweenthetwo States,is prepared
to carryout, on a reciprocalbasis,an agreementexemptingnationalsof the two
countriesfrom the needfor a travel visa.

I proposeto Your Excellency that the following text should be adopted:

Austrian nationals in possessionof a valid passportmay enter Belgium
from any point of departureand by any route and stay therefor a maximum
periodof two consecutivemonthswithout being requiredfirst to obtain a travel

II

Austrian nationalswho wish to settlein Belgium or to stay therefor more
than two consecutivemonthsmust, before enteringthe country, apply for and
obtain from the competentBelgian diplomatic or consularauthorities a tem-
porary residencevisa for Belgium. The visa will be issuedfree of charge.

I Cameinto force on 15 November 1951• in accordancewith articleVIII. This Agreement
does not apply to the territories of the Belgian Congoand Ruanda-Urundi.
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III

Belgian nationals in possessionof a valid passportmay enter Austria
from any point of departureandby any route andstay therefor a maximum
period of two consecutivemonths without being required first to obtain a
travel visa.

Iv

Belgian nationalswho wish to settlein Austria or to remain therefor more
than two consecutivemonthsmust first apply for andobtainfrom the competent
Austriandiplomaticor consularauthoritiesa visaaffixed to theirtravel document,
stating that they are authorizedto settle or to reside in Austria. The visa
will be issuedfree of charge.

v

Exemptionfrom a travelvisa doesnot exemptAustrianandBelgiannationals
proceedingto Belgium and Austria respectivelyfrom the obligation to comply
with the laws and regulationsin force in eachof the two countrieswith regard
to entry, exit, residenceand the exerciseof any gainful occupation. Persons
who areunableto satisfy the competentauthoritiesthat they comply with these
laws and regulationsmay be refusedpermissionto enterthe country.

vi

A visa will still be necessaryfor entry into the Belgian CongoandRuanda-
Urundi.

vIl

The presentprovisionsshall not apply to holdersof aliens’ passportsand
specialcertificates,who will still requirea consularvisa in all cases.

VIII

This agreementshall enterinto force on 15 November 1951. Either of
the two Parties may denounceit upon one month’s notice.

If the FederalGovernmentof Austria is preparedto concludean agreement
in accordancewith the foregoing provisions, this note and the parallel note
to be addressedby the FederalGovernmentof Austria to the Belgian Govern-
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mentshallbe consideredto beanagreementconcludedbetweenthetwo Govern-
ments,to enterinto force on the dateprescribedin articleVIII.

I havethe honour to be, etc.

(Signed) VAN ZEELAND
Minister of ForeignAffairs

His ExcellencyMr. Felix Orsini-Rosenberg
AustrianMinister
Brussels

II

AUSTRIAN LEGATION

BRUSSELS

No. 40.259-A/SI.
Brussels,11 October 1951

Your Excellency,

With referenceto your letter of 21 June1951, DepartmentC, Division 2,
Section4, Office 6 P., No. 2202/Pr/Autriche,I havethe honourto inform Your
Excellencythat the FederalGovernmentof Austria,beingdesirousof facilitating
the movementsof personsbetweenAustria andBelgium andthusstrengthening
the relationsbetweenthe two States,is preparedto carry out, on a reciprocal
basis, an agreementexempting nationals of the two countriesfrom the need
for a travel visa.

I proposeto Your Excellency that the following text shouldbe adopted:

I

Belgian nationalsin possessionof a valid passportmay enterAustria from
any point of departureandby any routeand stay therefor a maximum period
of two consecutivemonthswithout being required first to obtain a travel Visa.

II

Belgian nationalswho wish to settlein Austria or to remain therefor more
than two consecutivemonthsmust first applyfor and obtainfrom the competent
Austriandiplomaticorconsularauthoritiesa visaaffixed to their travel document,
stating that they are authorizedto settle or to reside in Austria. The visa
will be issuedfree of charge.
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III

Austrian nationals in possessionof a valid passportmay enter Belgium
from any point of departureandby any route and stay therefor a maximum
periodof two consecutivemonthswithoutbeing requiredfirst to obtain a travel
visa.

IV

Austriannationalswho wish to settlein Belgium or to stay therefor more
than two consecutivemonthsmust, before enteringthe country, apply for and
obtainfrom thecompetentBelgiandiplomaticorconsularauthoritiesatemporary
residencevisa for Belgium. The visa will beissuedfree of charge.

[SeeletterI, articles V to VIII]

I have the honour to be, etc.

(Signed) ORsxNI-RoS~BERo

His Excellency Mr. Paul van Zeeland
Minister of Foreign Affairs
Brussels
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