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No. 1585. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OFBELGIUM AND THE GOVERNMENTSOFTHE UNITED
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRE-
LAND, AUSTRALIA, CANADA, INDIA, NEW ZEALAND,
PAKISTAN AND THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA,
RESPECTING THE WAR CEMETERIES, GRAVES AND
MEMORIALS OF THE BRITISH COMMONWEALTH IN
BELGIAN TERRITORY. SIGNED AT BRUSSELS, ON
20 JULY 1951

The Governmentof Belgium of the one part : and

The Governmentsod the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Ireland, Australia,Canada,India, New Zealand,Pakistanandthe Union of South
Africa (hereinafterreferredto as“the Commonwealthcountries”)of theotherpart

Desiringto continue,subjectto modifications,the provisionsof an Agreement,
signedat Brussels,on the 13thdayof June,19192,betweentheBelgianGovernment
andthe British Governmentandentitled “Agreementbetweenthe BelgianGovern-
ment and the British GovernmentrespectingBritish Military Gravesin Belgian
territory” (hereinafterreferredto as “the Agreementof 1919”) ; and

Desiring further to make provision with regardto the Cemeteries,Graves
and Memorialsof membersof the ArmedForcesof the Commonwealthcountries,
who havefallen as a result of theWar of 1939-45andhavebeeninterredin Belgian
territory

Have decidedto conclude an Agreementfor the purposesabove-mentioned
and have accordingly agreedas follows :—

Article 1

(1) The presentAgreementappliesto the Cemeteries,Gravesand Memorials
for which provisionwasmadeby theAgreementof 1919 andalsoto the Cemeteries
and Graves in Belgian territory in which are buried the bodiesof membersof
the Armed Forcesof the Commonwealthcountriesfallen in the War of 1939-45
and the Memorials erected,or which may be erected,in their honour.

(2) In the presentAgreement,the following expressionshavethe following
meanings,respectively :—

1 Cameinto force on20 July 1951,asfromthedateof signature,in accordancewith article13.
United Kingdom: “Treaty SeriesNo. 9 (1919),” Cmd. 301.
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“Commonwealth War Cemeteries, Graves and Memorials” include
respectivelyboththosefor whichprovisionwasmadeby theAgreementof 1919
and thoseresultingfrom the War of 1939-45; where necessary,thoseof the
two wars are distinguishedas “Commonwealth 1914-18 War Cemeteries,
GravesandMemorials” and“Commonwealth1939-45War Cemeteries,Graves
and Memorials”, respectively

“The Commission” meansthe Imperial War Graves Commissionincor-
porated by Royal Charter, dated 21st May, 1917.

Article 2

(1) The Commissionis recognisedby the Belgian Governmentas the sole
authority chargedon behalfof the Commonwealthcountrieswith the permanent
carein Belgian territoryof CommonwealthWar Cemeteries,Gravesand Memorials.

(2) The Belgian Governmentrecognisesthe right of the Commissionto act
in Belgian territory as an Associationpossessingthe civil rights of an individual
in all that concernsthe CommonwealthWar Cemeteries,Gravesand Memorials.

Article 3

(1) The Belgian Governmentgrantsto the Commissionfree of cost and in
perpetuity the free use of the lands situated in Belgian territory, chosenand
utilised either as permanentCommonwealth1939-45War Cemeteriesor for the
constructionof monumentsto commemoratemembersof the Armed Forces of
the Commonwealthcountriesfallen in the War of 1939-45, Nevertheless,the
said lands shall remain the property of the Belgian State.

The Belgian Governmentundertakesto invite the communalauthorities to
grant free of cost the necessaryground in their Cemeteries.

(2) The Belgian Government further confirms in regard to the Common-
wealth 1914-18War Cemeteries,GravesandMemorials, the grantof the free and
perpetualuseof the lands occupiedby the samein virtue of the Anglo-Franco-
Belgian Agreementof 9th August, 1917, and the provisions of the Agreement
of 1919.

Article 4

(1) The Commissionshall be at liberty to transfer into CommonwealthWar
Cemeteriessuch CommonwealthWar Graves lying outside those Cemeteriesas
it may deemnecessary,whetheron account of the isolatedposition of any such
Graves or for any other reason.

(2) TheBelgianGovernmentwill arrangefor thecompetentBelgianauthorities
to grant the necessarypermits for the exhumationand transportof the bodies
to be so transferred.

No.1385



90 United Nations— Treaty Series 1951

(3) If, in order to group togetherany such Gravesasare referredto in para-
graph(1) of this Article, the Commissionshall recogniseasnecessarythe creation
of new Cemeteries,it shall submit its proposalsto the Belgian Government,who
will favourablyconsiderwhetherstepscanbe takenfor theacquisitionof theland
for the purposein accordancewith the provisionsof Article 3.

Article S

(1) As regardsthe Commonwealth1939-45 War Cemeteries,the Belgian
Governmentrecognisesthe right of the Commission at its own cost to ensure
andprovidefor the lay-out, construction,maintenanceand control of the same.

(2) The Commission is accordingly authorised to enclose the Cemeteries
referredto in paragraph(1) of this Article, to lay them out andconstruct them
on asystemapprovedby the Commission,to erectin them sepulchralmonuments
or otherstructures,to makeplantationsin them, to enact regulationsgoverning
visits to them, and to selectpersonsto take chargeof them. Such personsmay
be nationals of the Commonwealthcountries.

(3) Questionsrelative to the lay-out of Commonwealth1939-45 War Graves
situatedin Communal Cemeteriesshall be decidedby the Commissionand the
Communal authoritieswith the assistanceof the competentMinister or central
authority concerned.

(4) The Commissionis further authorisedto providefor the lay-out of Com-
monwealth 1939-45 War Gravessituated in Cemeteriesbelonging to the State
or Communeswhich, in addition to such Graves,contain also Belgian or allied
military Graves. When the Commissionconsidersit desirable that a common
systemof lay-out should be adoptedfor a mixed Cemetery,it shall submit its
proposalsto the competentBelgian authority, who shall decide the matter.

Article 6

(1) As regards the Commonwealth1914-18 War Cemeteries,Graves and
Memorials, the presentAgreementexpresslypreservesand continuesthe rights
of the Commission,as hitherto exercisedpursuantto the Agreementof 1919, to
ensureandprovide at its own cost for the maintenanceof the said Cemeteries,
Graves andMemorials, to enactor continueregulationsgoverningvisits to such
Cemeteriesandto selectthe personsto take chargeof them,who may be nationals
of the Commonwealthcountries.

(2) The Belgian Governmentfurther agreesthat the Commission shall be
at liberty, if it seesfit, to utilise vacant spacein any such Cemeteriesfor the
receptionof Commonwealth1939-45War Gravesandto establishsuchadditional
monuments,structuresor plantationsand makesuch improvementstherein as
it may considernecessary.
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Article 7

(1) The exhumation of bodies from the CommonwealthWar Cemeteries
and Graves for transport (whetherin their existingstate or after cremation) to
anypart of the Commonwealthor to any other destinationoutsideBelgium or the
Belgian territory where they are respectively interred, being contrary to the
declaredpolicy of the Commonwealthcountries, no such exhumation shall be
permitted, and the Belgian Governmentundertakesto instruct the competent
authorities to refuse all applicationsfor permissionto effect such exhumations
or removalsof bodies.

(2) The exhumationof suchbodiesfor purposesof concentrationor regrouping
within Belgium or Belgianterritory, respectively,shall only bepermittedif effected
by or with the expressauthority of the Commission.

Article 8

(1) Requestsfor permissionto erect any monumentdesignedto recall a feat
of arms of the Armed Forcesof the Commonwealthcountriesor of any unit of
those forces shall be presentedby the Commissionto the Belgian Government
for its concurrence.

(2) Shoulda requestof this naturebe madedirectto the Belgian Government,
the latter shall refer it to the Commissionbefore giving any decision,and shall
considerin agreementwith the Commissionwhat actionshall be taken thereon.

Article 9

In placeof the mixedAnglo-BelgianCommitteeappointedby the Commission
pursuantto the provisionsof Article 6 of the Agreementof 1919, the Commission
shall appoint a joint Committee,to be entitled the Commonwealth-BelgianJoint
Committeeandcomposedas laid down in the next following Article, to represent
theCommissionin Belgianterritory in its relationswith theappropriateauthorities,
both military and civil, andespeciallyto exercisein the nameof the Commission
all or part of the rights reservedto it under the present Agreement. This
Committee shall be competentto perform in the nameof the Commissionand
within the limits of the powersdelegatedto it by the latter, all civil acts
necessaryto enableit to fulfil its objects.

Article 10

(1) The Committee referred to in Article 9 hereof shall be composedof not
more than twenty memberscomprising not more than eight honorary members,
of whomfour shallrepresentBelgium andtheotherstheCommonwealthcountries,
and not more than twelve official members,of whom six shallrepresentBelgium
andthe othersthe Commonwealthcountries.
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TheBelgian membersshallbe appointedby the Commissionon the recommen-
dation of the Belgian Governmentwhich shall be requestedand transmitted
through the diplomatic channel.

(2) The Belgian honorarymembersshall be chosenfrom personswho have
~vondistinction in the Navy, Army or Air Force, in Letters,Art or Science.

(3) TheBelgian official membresshallbechoseninvirtue of the administrative
functionsexercisedby them andshall be representativesfrom such Government
Departmentsas may be agreedupon betweenthe Belgian Governmentand the
Commission. They shall ceaseto form part of the Committee from the day
when they vacatetheir functions in the Departments. The Belgian Government
undertakesto notify the Commissionof all changeswhich may takeplaceamongst
the Belgian official members.

(4) The Commissionshall appoint the Secretary-Generalof the Committee.

Article 11

(I) The Belgian Governmentagreesto treat the Commission on the same
footingas the Belgian Statefor the purposeof the applicationof the laws relating
to direct taxes and dutiesimposedfor the benefit of the State, the provinces
andthe communes,andthe lawsrelatingto registrationfees,court fees,mortgage
fees, successionduties and stampduties.

(2) The Commissionmay import into or buy in Belgium, free of all duties
(import duties, excise duties and taxes assimilated to stamp duties), the
equipment,suppliesandcommoditiesnecessaryfor its own needsor for thelaying
out, embellishmentand maintenanceof the military Cemeteriesand Gravesand
for the constructionandmaintenanceof commemorativemonuments.

(3) The Commissionshallbenefit from the sameexemptionin respectof all
works and goodsor serviceswhich it ordersdirectly for the samepurposes.

(4) The Commissionshall takethe necessarystepsto ensurethat no commo-
dities importedor boughtduty freeare disposedof in Belgiumwithout theprevious
consentof the Belgian Government.

(5) Motor vehicles imported temporarily by the Commission and intended
for theuseof the Commissionor of its officials of foreign (non-Belgian)nationality
shall benefit by temporaryexemption from import dutiesand luxury tax.

(6) The methods of applying the exemptions provided for in the present
Article shall be settledby the competentauthoritiesin agreementwith the Com-
mission.

(7) The Belgian Governmentagreesthat in any particular case under this
Article a certificate signed on behalf of the Commissionto the effect that the
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exemptionis claimedfor the purposeof the official exerciseof the Commission’s
functions shall be acceptedby the authorities concernedas sufficient evidence
to that effect. The officials of the Commissionhaving competenceto sign such
certificatesshall be notified from time to time to the said Governmentby the
Secretary-Generalof the Joint Committee.

Article 12

In exercisingtherights conferredby the presentAgreement,the Commission
shallconformto the lawsandregulationsin force in Belgium andBelgian territory
savein so far as it is exemptedfrom so doing by the provisionsof the present
Agreement.

Article 13

The presentAgreementshall comeinto force as from the date of signature
andtherefromthe Agreementof 1919 shall (subjectto theprovisionsof Article 3,
paragraph(2) and Article 6, paragraph(1) of the presentAgreement) terminate
but without prejudiceto anythingpreviously done underit.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,duly authorisedby their respective
Governments,havesigned the presentAgreementand haveaffixed theretotheir
seals.

DONE at Brussels,this 20th day of July, 1951, in FrenchandEnglish, both
textsbeingequally authoritative,in a singlecopy which shall be depositedin the
archivesof theGovernmentof Belgium,by whom certified copiesshall be sent to
the other signatory Governments.
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For Belgium: Pourla Belgique:

{L.S.] PaulVAN ZEELAND

For the United Kingdom of Great Pour le Royaume-Uni de Grande-
Britain andNorthern Ireland: Bretagneet d’Irlande du Nord:

[L.S.] J. H. LE ROUGETEL

For Australia: Pour l’Australie

[L.S.J J. H. LE ROUGETEL

For Canada: Pour le Canada:

[L.S.] Maurice POPE

For India: Pourl’Inde:

[L.S.] LUKOSE

For New Zealand: Pourla Nouvelle-Zélande:

JaneROBERTSON MCKENZIE

For Pakistan: Pourle Pakistan:

S. LAL SHAH BOKHARI

For the Union of SouthAfrica: Pourl’Union Sud-Africaine:

[L.S.] P. H. BOTHA
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