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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 1656. EXCHANGE OF LETTERS CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN BELGIUM AND THE NE-
THERLANDS ON THE PROVISIONAL INCREASE IN
PILOTAGE CHARGES ON THE RIVER SCHELDT.
BRUSSELS,25 SEPTEMBER,9 AND 14 NOVEMBER 1951

I

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

AND EXTERNAL TRADE

General Policy Directorate

1St Directorate — 1st Section
No. 452/1 — 22/11.958

Brussels,25 September1951

Your Excellency,

With referenceto the NetherlandsEmbassy’snotesof 21 April 1949, and
3 May and23 November1950 (Ref. Wat-1. A5. No. 8541,Sch. 1.24eNo. 2493
andSch. 1.24eNo. 6298) I havethe honourto inform you of the following in
regardto the questionof the increasein pilotage chargeson the Scheldt.

In its noteof 21 April 1949,the NetherlandsEmbassyinformedmy depart..
ment that the Netherlands Governmentapprovedthe proposal to solve the
questionof pilotage chargesby temporarily multiplying the Scheldt pilotage
chargesexpressedin Belgian currencyby a factor of 7.1.

In consequenceof theunequaldevaluationof the BelgianandNetherlands
currenciesin the autumn of 1949, the Belgian Governmenthas changed its
view in regardto the proposedfactor. As was statedat the meetingheld on
17 March 1950by thepermanentcommissionersfor thesupervisionof navigation
on the Scheldt,the Belgian Governmentbelievesthat the unequaldevaluation
should be taken into account in the proposedincreasein pilotage charges.

Came into force on 1 January 1952, in accordancewith the provisions of the said letters.
This agreementis not applicable to the territories of the Belgian Congo andRuanda-Urundi.
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The Belgian Governmentis preparedto agreeto the multiplication of the
Scheldtpilotagecharges,expressedin Belgian currency,by a factor of 5.65, i.e.,

13.16
by 7.1 x -j-~-~.It is also prepared, if the NetherlandsGovernmentagrees,

to apply this increasefrom 1 January1952.

The application of the factor 5.65 will not make it possibleto establish
the desiredbalancebetweenthe revenueandexpenditureof theScheldtpilotage
services. Thisbalancecannot,however,beachievedquickly, sincethenecessary
increaseof Scheldt pilotage chargesinvolves an amendmentof the treaty and
in addition requires an amendmentof Netherlandslegislation to permit a
correspondingincreasein pilotage chargeson other Netherlandswaters.

The Belgian Governmentproposethereforeto regard the application of
the factor 5.65 as a temporarysolution only, pendinga subsequentincrease,
to be madewithin two yearsfrom the dateof entry into force of this temporary
factor.

The Belgian Governmentwishes to point out that the provisional factor
5.65will haveto adjustautomaticallyto any newsituationarisingfrom a change
in the pilotagechargesnow in force at the mouthsof the Meuseor from any
devaluationwhich might alter the relation betweenthe currenciesof the two
countries.

The BelgianGovernmentis preparedto considerthepresentnote, together
with a statementof acceptanceon your part, as constituting an agreement
betweenthe Belgian andNetherlandsGovernmentsconcerninga provisional
increasein Scheldt pilotagecharges.

I havethe honourto be, etc.

(Signed) J. MEURICE

His ExcellencyBaronB. Ph. van HarinxmathoeSlooten
Ambassadorof the Netherlands
Brussels

II
NETHERLANDS EMBASSY

Sch. — 1.24.e— 6493.

Brussels,9 November1951

Your Excellency,

With referenceto thenoteof 25 September1952,GeneralPolicyDirectorate,
1st Directorate, 1st Section, No. 452/1-22/11.958,which the Embassyreceived
from your Ministry on the subjectof the increasein Scheldtpilotagecharges,
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I havethe honour to inform you that the NetherlandsGovernmentapproves
the contentsof that note.

The NetherlandsGovernmentis also preparedto considerthe above-
mentionednote and the presentstatementof acceptanceas constituting an
agreementbetweenthe Belgian and Netherlands Governmentsconcerning
international increasesin Scheldt pilotage charges.

I havethe honour to be, etc.

(Signed) VAN HARINXMA THOE SLOOTEN

His ExcellencyMr. P. van Zeeland
Minister of ForeignAffairs
Brussels

III

NETHERLANDS EMBASSY

Sch.— l.24.e— 6615

Brussels,14 November1951
Your Excellency,

With referenceto my noteof 9 November,No. Sch.-1.24.e-6493,regarding
the increasein Scheldtpilotage charges,I havethe honourto inform you that
the words “ international increasesin Scheldt pilotage charges”appear by
mistake in the secondparagraphof the note.

Thewordsshouldread:“atemporaryincreasein Scheldtpilotagecharges“.

I havethe honour to be, etc.

(Signed) BEELAERTS VAN BLOKLAND

His ExcellencyMr. J. Meurice
Minister of ForeignAffairs ad interim
Brussels
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