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No. 1603. SPECIAL AGREEMENT’ FOR SUBMISSION TO
THE INTERNATIONAL COURT OF JUSTICE OF DIF-
FERENCES BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM OF
GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND
THE FRENCH REPUBLIC CONCERNING SOVEREIGNTY
OVERTHE MINQUIERS AND ECREHOSISLETS. SIGNED
AT LONDON, ON 29 DECEMBER 1950

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern
Irelandand the Governmentof the FrenchRepublic;

Consideringthatdifferenceshavearisenbetweenthem as a resultof claims
by eachof them to sovereigntyoverthe islets androcks in the Minquiers and
Ecrehosgroups;

Desiring that these differencesshould be settled by a decision of the
International Court of Justicedetermining their respectiverights as regards
sovereigntyover thoseisletsandrocks;

Desiring to define the issuesto be submittedto the InternationalCourt
~ofJustice;

Have agreedas follows :—

Article I

The Court is requestedto determinewhether the sovereigntyover the
isletsandrocks(in so far as theyarecapableof appropriation)of the Minquiers
andEcrehosgroupsrespectivelybelongsto the UnitedKingdom or theFrench
Republic.

Article II

Without prejudiceto anyquestionasto the burdenof proof, the Contracting
Partiesagree,havingregardto Article 37 of the Rulesof Court,that the written
proceedingsshould consistof :—

(1) A UnitedKingdom memorial to be submittedwithin threemonths
of thenotificationof the presentAgreementto the Court in pursuance
of Article III below;

(2) A Frenchcounter-memorialto besubmittedwithin threemonths of
delivery of the UnitedKingdom memorial;

‘Came into force on 24 September1951 by the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification
at Paris,in accordancewith article IV.
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(3) A UnitedKingdomreplyfollowed by aFrenchrejoindertobedelivered
within suchtimes as the Court may order.

Article III

Upon the entry into force of the presentAgreement,it may be notified
to the Court under Article 40 of the Statuteof the Court by either of the
ContractingParties.

Article IV

(a) The presentAgreementshall be subjectto ratification.
(b) The instrumentsof ratification shall be exchangedas soonas possible

in Paris and the presentAgreementshall enter into force immediatelyupon
the exchangeof ratifications.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorisedthereto by
their respectiveGovernments,have signed the presentAgreementand have
affixed theretotheir seals.

DONE in duplicatein London,the 29thdayof December,1950, in English

andFrench,both texts being equally authoritative.

[L.S.J W. E. BECKETT

[L.S.] André GROS
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