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No. 1672. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA AND BELGIUM (ON BEHALF OF THE
BELGO-LUXEMBOURG ECONOMIC UNION) SUPPLE-
MENTARY TO THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON
TARIFFS AND TRADE.2 SIGNED AT GENEVA, ON
30 OCTOBER 1947

The Governmentof the United Statesof Americaand, on behalfof the
Belgo-LuxemburgEconomic Union, the Governmentof the Kingdom of
Belgium,

Have participatedin the framingof a GeneralAgreementon Tariffs and
Tradeand. a Protocolof ProvisionalApplication,2thetexts of which havebeen
authenticatedby the Final Act adoptedat the conclusionof the SecondSession
of the PreparatoryCommitteeof the United Nations Conferenceon Trade
andEmployment,signedthis day,

Hereby agreethat the Trade Agreementbetweenthe United States of
America and the Belgo-LuxembürgEconomic Union, signed February 27,
1935,~shall be inoperativefor suchtime as the UnitedStatesof America ,ind
Belgium are both contractingparties to the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs
andTrade as defined in Article XXXII thereof; Provided, that in the event
that either the United Statesof America or Belgium should withdraw its
applicationof the GeneralAgreement,and the said TradeAgreementshould
thereuponagain become operative, the customstreatment accordedby the
Belgo-LuxemburgEconomicUnionto productsof theUnitedState3of America
describedin ScheduleI of the saidTradeAgreementshallbe no less favorable
than that provided for such productsin the CustomsTariff annexedto the
Belgo-Luxeinburg-NetherlandsCustomsConventionconcludedSeptember5,
1944, as amendedby the ProtocolsignedMarch 14, l947.~

IN WITNESSWHEREOFthe representativesof the Governmentsof the United
Statesof America andthe Kingdom of Belgium, after having exchangedtheir
full powers,found to be in good anddueform, havesignedthisSupplementary
Agreement.

DONE in duplicate, in the English and French languages,both texts
authentic,at Geneva,this thirtieth dayof October,onethousandninehundred
and forty-seven.

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America:
Winthrop G. BROWN

For the Governmentof the Kingdom of Belgium:
P. A. FORTHOMME

‘Came into force on 30 October 1947 by signature.
‘United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 55, p. 187.

Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. CLX, p. 27.
United Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. 32, p. 143.
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS

I

The Acting Chairman of the United StatesDelegation to the Acting Chairman
of the Belgo-LuxemburgDelegation

October30, 1947

DearMr. Forthomme:

A point of legal detail has beenbrought to my attention in connection
with the AgreementSupplementaryto the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs and
Tradewhichweproposeto signon behalfof ourtwo Governmentson October30
making the ReciprocalTrade Agreementof 1935 betweenthe United States
and the Belgo-LuxemburgEconomic Union inoperativeso long as both the
United Statesand the Belgo-LuxemburgEconomicUnion are parties to the
GeneralAgreementon Tariffs and Trade.

As you know, the Agreement enteredinto between the United States
and the Belgo-LuxemburgEconomicUnion in 1935 provides that it may be
terminatedby eitherpartyafterthreeyearson six months’notice. Theinclusion
of suchaprovision in all our tradeagreementsis requiredby the TradeAgree-
mentsAct. Our lawyers have suggestedthat the very general terms of the
proposedSupplementaryAgreementmight possibly be interpretedas making
it impossible for either party to the 1935 Agreement to exercisethis right of
termination.

It is, of course,improbable that either of our Governmentswould wish
to exercisethis right of termination,but underour law we must, nevertheless,
retain it in force. To suggesta formal amendmentto the proposedSupple-
mentaryAgreementexpresslyexceptingthe terminationprovision of the 1935
Agreementat this late datewould causeconsiderableinconvenienceand would
give greateremphasisto this point than it deserves. I am therefore writing
to make it clear that we would be signing the SupplementaryAgreementwith
the understandingthat its generallanguagewould notpreventnoticeof termin-
ation of the 1935 Agreementgiven by eitherparty while we wereboth parties
to the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs and Trade from effecting termination
of the 1935 Agreementin six months.
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I would appreciateit if you could giveme the assurancethat your Govern-
ment hasthe sameunderstanding.

Sincerelyyours,

Winthrop G. B ROWN

Acting Chairman

Mr. P. A. Forthomme
The Delegationof Belgium-Luxemburg
PalaisdesNations

II

TheActing Chairmanofthe Belgo-LuxemburgDelegation to the ActingChairman
of the UnitedStatesDelegation

DELEGATION BELGO-LUXEMBOURGEOISEA LA COMMISSION PREPARATOIRE

DE LA CONFERENCEINTERNATIONALE DU COMMERCE ET DE L’EMPLOI

Geneva,October30th, 1947
dS/EM

DearMr. Brown,

I havethehonourto acknowledgethereceiptof your letterdatedOctober30,

1947, in which you wrote:
{Seeletter I]

I can give you the assurancethat my Governmenthasthe sameunder-
standingabout this matter.

Sincerelyyours,

P. A. FORTHOMME

Acting Chairman
Mr. Winthrop G. Brown
The Delegationof UnitedStates
Palaisdes Nations
Geneva
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