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No. 1676. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA AND THE FRENCH REPUBLIC SUP-
PLEMENTARY TO THE GENERAL AGREEMENT2 ON
TARIFFS AND TRADE. SIGNED AT GENEVA, ON
30 OCTOBER 1947

The Governmentsof the United States of America and the French
Republic,

Having participated in the framing of a GeneralAgreement2on Tariffs
and Tradeand aProtocolof ProvisionalApplication,2the textsof which have
beenauthenticatedby the Final Act2 adoptedat the conclusionof the Second
Sessionof the PreparatoryCommittee of the United Nations Conferenceon
Trade and Employment, signed this day,

Herebyagreethat theTradeAgreementandProtocolof Signaturebetween
the United Statesof Americaand the FrenchRepublic,signedMay 6, l936,~
and relatednotes, shall be inoperativefor such time as the United Statesof
America andthe FrenchRepublic are both contractingpartiesto the General
Agreementon Tariffs and Trade as definedin Article XXXII thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOFthe representativesof the Governmentsof the United
Statesof Americaand the FrenchRepublic, after havingexchangedtheir full
powers,found to be in good and due form, havesigned this Supplementary
Agreement.

DONE in duplicate,in theEnglishandFrenchlanguages,bothtextsauthentic,
at Geneva,this thirtieth day of October,one thousandninehundredand forty-
seven.

FortheGovernmentoftheUnitedStatesof America:
Winthrop G. BROWN

FortheGovernmentoftheFrenchRepublic:
Pierre BARADUC

‘Came into force on 30 October1947 by signature.
I UnitedNations,TreatySeries,Vol. 55,p. 187.

Leagueof Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. CXCIX, p. 259.
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS

I

The Acting Chairmanof the United StatesDelegation to a Memberof

the FrenchDelegation

October30, 1947

Dear Mr. Baraduc:

A point of legal detail has beenbrought to my attention in connection
with the AgreementSupplementaryto the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs and
Tradewhichweproposeto signon behalfof our two Governmentson October30
making the ReciprocalTrade Agreementof 1936 betweenthe United States
andFranceinoperativeso long asboth the United StatesandFranceareparties
to the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs andTrade.
• As you know, Article XVII of the 1936Agreementprovidesthat it may be
terminatedbyeitherpartyafterthreeyearson six months’notice. Theinclusion
of sucha provisionin all our tradeagreementsis requiredby the TradeAgree-
mentsAct. Our lawyers have suggestedthat the very general terms of the
proposedSupplementaryAgreementmight possibly be interpretedas making
it impossible for either party to the 1936 Agreementto exercisethis right of
termination.

It is, of course,improbablethat either of our Governmentswould wish
to exercisethis right of termination,but underour law we must,nevertheless,
retain it in force. To suggesta formal amendmentto the proposedSupple-
n~entaryAgreementexpresslyexceptingArticle XVII of the 1936 Agreement
at this late datewould causeconsiderableinconvenienceandwould give greater
emphasisto this point than it deserves. I am thereforewriting to makeit clear
that we would be signingtheSupplementaryAgreementwith the understanding
that its general languagewould not preventnotice of terminationof the 1936
Agreementgiven by either party while we were both parties to the General
Agreementon Tariffs andTradefrom effecting terminationof the 1936 Agree-
ment in six months.

I would appreciateit if you couldgive methe assurancethat your Govern-
ment hasthesameunderstanding.

Sincerelyyours,
Winthrop G. BRowN

Acting Chairman
Mr. Pierre Baraduc
The Delegationof France
Palais des Nations

No. 1676
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II

[TRANSLATION’ — TRADUCTION9

A Memberof theFrenchDelegationto theActingChairman ofthe United
StatesDelegation

LIBERTY-EQUALITY-FRATERNITY

FRENCH REPUBLIC

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

FRENCH X)ELECATXON
TO THE PREPARATORY COMMITTEE OF THE
CONFERENCE ON TRADE AND EMPLOYMENT

Paris,October30, 1947

Dear Mr. Brown:

I hastento acknowledgethe receipt of your letter of October 30 and to
confirm to you that I am in completeagreementwith you in consideringthat
the text of theSupplementaryAgreementwould not preventnotification of the
denunciationof the Agreementof 1936 during the period in which our two
Governmentswill be partiesto the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs andTrade.

Sincerelyyours,

PierreBARADTJC

Mr. Winthrop G. Brown
Presidentof the United StatesDelegation
to the PreparatoryCommittee

of the Conferenceon
Tradeand Employment

Geneva

‘Translation by the Governmentof the United Statesof America.
2

Traductiondu Gouvernementdes Etats-Unisd’Arnérique.
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