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No. 1680. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES
OF AMERICA AND THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND SUPPLEMEN-
TARY TO THE GENERAL AGREEMENT ON TARIFFS
AND TRADE2. SIGNED AT GENEVA, ON 30 OCTOBER
1947

The Governmentsof theUnitedStatesof AmericaandtheUnitedKingdom
of GreatBritain andNorthernIreland,

Having participatedin the framing of a GeneralAgreementon Tariffs
andTradeanda Protocolof ProvisionalApplication,3the texts of which have
beenauthenticatedby the Final Act4 adoptedat the conclusionof the Second
Sessionof the PreparatoryCommittee of the United Nations Conferenceon
TradeandEmployment,signedthis day,

Hereby agreethat the Trade Agreementbetweenthe United Statesof
Americaandthe UnitedKingdomof GreatBritain andNorthernIreland,signed
November17, l938,~with accompanyingexchangesof notes,shallbeinoperative
for such time as the United Statesof America and the United Kingdom of
GreatBritain andNorthernIrelandareboth contractingpartiesto the General
Agreementon Tariffs andTradeas definedin Article XXXII thereof.

IN WITNESS WHEREOFthe representativesof the Governmentsof the United
States of America and the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern
Ireland,after having exchangedtheir full powers,foundto be in good anddue
form, havesignedthis SupplementaryAgreement.

DONE in duplicate,at Geneva,this thirtieth dayof October, onethousand
nine hundredandforty-seven.

For theGovernmentof the UnitedStatesofAmerica
Winthrop G. BROWN

For the Governmentof the United Kingdom of
GreatBritain and NorthernIreland:

T. M. SNow

‘Came into force on 30 October1947 by signature.

2 United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 55, p. 194.

United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 55, p. 308.
‘United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 55, p. 188.

Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. CC, p. 293.
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS

I

The Acting Chairman of the United StatesDelegation to the Acting
Head of the British Delegation

October30, 1947

DearMr. Helmore:

A point of legal detail has beenbrought to my attention in connection
with the AgreementSupplementaryto the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs and
Tradewhichweproposeto signon behalfof ourtwo Governmentson October30
making the ReciprocalTrade Agreementof 19391 betweenthe United States
andthe United Kingdom inoperativeso long asboth the United Statesandthe
United Kingdom are,partiesto the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs andTrade.

As you know, Article XXV of the 1939 Agreementprovidesthat it may
be terminatedby either party after threeyears on six months’ notice. The
inclusionof sucha provisionin all our tradeagreementsis requiredby the Trade
AgreementsAct. Our lawyers havesuggestedthat the very general terms of
the proposedSupplementaryAgreement might possibly by interpreted as
making it impossiblefor either party to the 1939 Agreement to exercisethis
right of termination.

It is, of course,improbablethat either of our Governmentswould wish
to exercisethis right of termination,but underour law we must, nevertheless,
retain it in force. To suggesta formal amendmentto the proposedSupple-
mentaryAgreementexpresslyexceptingArticle XXV of the 1939 Agreement
at this late datewould causeconsiderableinconvenienceandwould give greater
emphasisto this point than it deserves. I am thereforewriting to makeit clear
that wewould be signing the SupplementaryAgreementwith the understanding
that its general languagewould not preventnotice of termination of the 1939
Agreementgiven by either party while we were both partiesto the General
Agreementon Tariffs andTradefrom effecting terminationof the 1939 Agree-
ment in six months.

‘Leagueof Nations,TreatySeries,Vol. CC, p. 293.
The following information is provided by the Departmentof State of the United Statesof

America (Treatiesand Other International Acts Series /706, p. 4, footnote 1): “The agreement
was signedNov. 17. 1938; enteredinto force provisionally Jan.1, 1939. and definitively Dec. 24,
1939.”.
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I would appreciateit if you could give me the assurancethat your Govern-
ment hasthe sameunderstanding.

Sincerelyyours,

Winthrop G. BROWN
Mr. J. R. C. Helmore, C.M.G., Acting Chairman
United Kingdom Delegation
Palais des Nations

ii:

The Acting Headof the British Delegation to the Acting Chairman
of the United StatesDelegation

UNITED KINGDOM DELEGATION TO PREPARATORY COMMITTEE

PALAIS DES NATIONS

GENEVA

30 October1947

Dear Mr. Brown,

I havereceivedyour letter of today’s date regardingthe Supplementary
Agreementto the GeneralAgreementon Tariffs and Trade and its effect on
Article XVIII of the 1939 AgreementbetweentheUnited Statesandthe United
Kingdom. I confirm that my Governmenthas the sameunderstandingon
this matteras that set out in your letter.

Yours sincerely,

J.R. C. HELMORE

Mr. Winthrop Brown
Acting Chairman
United StatesDelegation
Palaisdes Nations
Geneva
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