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[TRANSLATION’ — TRADUCTION2]

No. 1691. AGREEMENT3FOR THE ESTABLISHMENT OF A
GENERAL FISHERIES COUNCIL FOR THE MEDITER-
RANEAN. DRAWN UP AT ROME, ON 24 SEPTEMBER
1949

Preamble

The Governmentsof France, Greece, Italy, Lebanon, Turkey, United
Kingdom, Yugoslavia, Membersof the Food andAgriculture Organizationof
the United Nations, having a mutual interest in the developmentand proper
utilization of the resourcesof the Mediterraneanand contiguouswaters,and
desiring to further the attainment of their objectives through international
cooperationwhichwould befurtheredby theestablishmentof a GeneralFisheries
Council for the Mediterraneanagree, as follows:

ARTICLE I

The Council

1. The contractingGovernmentsagreeto establisha Council to be known
as the GeneralFisheries Council for the Mediterranean,hereinafter referred
to as the Council, for the purposeof exercisingthe functions and discharging
the responsibilitiesset forth in Article III below.

2. The Membersof the Council shall be the Governmentswhich acceptthis
Agreementin accordancewith the provisionsof Article VIII below.

ARTICLE II

Organization

1. EachMemberGovernmentshall be representedat sessionsof the Council
by onedelegate,who may be accompaniedby an alternateand by expertsand
advisers. Participation in meetings of the Council by alternates,experts and

~Translationcommunicatedby theFoodandAgricultureOrganizationof theUnited Nations.
Traductiontransmiseparl’OrganisationdesNationsUniespourl’alimentationet l’agriculture.

~In accordancewith articleIX, theAgreementcameinto force on 20 February1952, thedate
of receiptby theDirector-Generalof the FoodandAgricultureOrganizationof theUnitedNations
of the fifth notification of acceptance,in respectof the following States,on behalfof which the
notificationsof acceptancewere depositedon thedatesindicated:
Italy 29 May 1950 Egypt 19 February 1951
United Kingdom of Great Yugoslavia 12 October 1951

Britain and Northern Israel 20 February 1952
Ireland 20 November 1950
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advisersshallnot entail theright to vote,exceptin the caseof an alternatewho
is acting in the place of a delegateduring his absence.

2. EachMemberGovernmentshallhaveone vote. Decisionsof the Council
shallbetakenby asimplemajorityof thevotescast,exceptas otherwiseprovided
by this Agreement.A majority of the total membershipof the Council shall
constitutea quorum.

3. The Council shall elect a Chairman andtwo Vice-Chairmen.

4. The Council shalldeterminethe frequency,datesandplace of its sessions,
form such committeesas it deemsdesirable,and establishrules governingits
procedure.

5. The Chairmanshall call a sessionof the Council at leastoncea year,unless
directed otherwiseby a majority of the Member Governments.The initial
sessionshall be called by the FoodandAgriculture Organizationof the United
Nations within six monthsafter the entry into force of this Agreementand at
such place as it may designate.

6. The seatof the Council shallbeat the seatof the EuropeanRegional Office
of the Foodand Agriculture Organizationof the United Nations now at Rome,
Italy.

7. The FoodandAgricultureOrganizationof the United Nationsshallprovide
the Secretariatfor the Council.

ARTICLE III

Functions

The Council shall havethe following functions and responsibilities:

a. To formulate all oceanographicaland technicalaspectsof the problems of
developmentand proper utilization of aquatic resources;

b. To encourageand coordinate researchand the application of improved
methodsemployed in fishery andallied industrieswith a view to the utili-
zationof aquatic resources;

c. To assemble,publish or otherwise disseminateall oceanographicaland
technical information relating to aquaticresources;

d. To recommendto Member Governmentssuch national and international
researchand developmentprojectsas may appearnecessaryor desirableto
fill gaps in such knowledge;

e. To undertake, where appropriate, cooperativeresearchand development
projects directedto this end;

f. To propose,and where necessaryto adopt, measuresto bring about the
standardizationof scientific equipment,techniquesand nomenclature;
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g. To makecomparativestudiesof the fishery legislationof different countries
with a view to making recommendationsto its Member Governments
respectingthe greatestpossiblecoordination;

h. To encourageresearchinto the hygieneandpreventionof the diseasespecu-
liar to the calling of fishermen;

i. To extend its good offices in assisting Member Governmentsto secure
essentialmaterialsand equipments;

j. To reportupon suchquestionsrelating to all oceanographicalandtechnical
problemsas may be recommendedto it by MemberGovernmentsor by the
Food andAgriculture Organizationof the UnitedNations and, if it thinks
proper to do so, by other international, national or private organisations,
with relatedinterests;

k. To report annually upon its activities to Member Governmentsand to the
Conferenceof the FoodandAgricultureOrganizationof the UnitedNations;
and to makesuch other reportsto the Food andAgriculture Organization
of the UnitedNationson mattersfalling within thecompetenceof the Council
as may seemto it necessaryand desirable.

ARTICLE IV

Area

The Council shall carry out the functionsand responsibilitiesset forth in
Article III in the Mediterraneanwatersas they are geographicallydescribed.
If, however, the Council contemplatesstudiesoutsidethis area, it shall make
the necessaryarrangementswith the Governmentsand Organizationsconcerned,
in conformity with paragraph(j) of Article HI.

ARTICLE V

Cooperationwith InternationalOrganisations

1. The Council shall cooperateclosely with other internationalorganizations
in mattersof mutual interest.

2. The Council shall, if it so deems opportune and useful, entrust to the
international bodies referred to above, those responsibilities set forth in
Article III which are of a scientific nature.

ARTICLE VI

Expenses

1. The expensesof delegatesand their alternates,expertsandadvisersocca-
sionedby attendanceat meetingsof the Council shallbe determinedandpaid
by their respectiveGovernments.
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2. Theexpensesof theSecretariat,includingpublications,andcommunications
andtheexpensesincurredby the ChairmanandVice-Chairmenof the Council,
when performingduties on behalf of the Council betweenCouncil sessions,
shallbe determinedandpaid by the FoodandAgriculture Organizationof the
United Nations within the limits of an annualbudgetpreparedand approved
in accordancewith the current regulationsof that Organization.

3. The expensesof researchanddevelopmentprojectsundertakenby individual
membersof the Council, whether independentlyor upon recommendationof
the Council, shall be determinedand paid by the Governmentsconcerned.

4. The expensesincurredin connectionwith cooperativeresearchor develop-
ment projects undertakenin accordancewith the provisions of Article III,
paragraphs(d) and (e) unlessotherwiseavailableshall be determinedandpaid
by the MemberGovernmentsin the form andproportion to which they shall
mutually agree.

ARTICLE VII

Amendments

Any amendmentto this Agreementshall requirethe approvalof a two-
thirdsmajority of all the Membersof the Council. An exceptionto this rule is
madein the following cases:

(1) Amendmentsto the Agreementenlargingthefunctionsof the Council
require the approvalof the Conferenceof the Food and Agriculture
Organizationof the United Nations in additionto approvalby a two-
thirds majority of all the Membersof the Council;

(2) Amendmentsto the Agreementenlargingthe powersof the Council to
incur expensesto be borneby the Food andAgriculture Organization
of the United Nations, shall require the approval of a two-thirds
majority of all the Membersof theCouncil andof theDirector-General
of the Food andAgriculture Organizationof the United Nations.

ARTICLE VIII

Acceptance

1. This Agreementshall be open to acceptanceby Governmentswhich are
membersof the Food and Agriculture Organizationof the United Nations.

2. This Agreementshall also be open to acceptanceby Governmentswhich
are not membersof the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United

N°1691
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Nations with the approval of its Conferenceandof two-thirdsof the Members
of the Council. Participationby such Governmentsin the activities of the
Council shallbe contingentuponthe assumptionof aproportionatesharein the
expensesof the Secretariat,asdeterminedby the Council and approvedby the
Foodand Agriculture OrganizationConference.

3. The notifications of acceptanceof this Agreementshall be depositedwith
the Director-Generalof the FoodandAgriculture Organizationof the Nations,
who shall immediatelyinform all the Governmentsconcernedof their receipt.

ARTICLE IX

Entry into Force

1. This Agreementshall enter into force as from the date of receipt of the
fifth notification of acceptance.

2. Notifications of acceptancereceivedafterthe entryinto force of thisAgree-
mentshall takeeffecton the dateof their receiptby the Director-Generalof the
FoodandAgricultureOrganizationof theUnitedNationswhoshall immediately
inform all the Governmentsconcernedand the Council of their receipt.

ARTICLE X

Withdrawal

Any MemberGovernmentmay denoucethis Agreementafterthe expiration
of two yearsfrom the dateupon which the Agreemententeredinto forcewith
respectto that Governmentby giving written notice of its withdrawal to the
Director-General of the Food and Agriculture Organization of the United
Nations who shall immediately inform all the Governmentsconcernedand the
Councilof suchwithdrawal. Noticesof withdrawalshallbecomeeffectivethree
monthsfrom the dateof its receipt by the Director-General.

Draftedat Rome this twenty-fourthday of Septemberone thousandnine
hundredandforty-nine, in the Frenchlanguage,in asinglecopywhich shallbe
depositedin the archives of the Food and Agriculture Organizationof the
United Nations, which shall furnish certified copies thereof to the Member
Governmentsof the Food andAgriculture Organizationof the United Nations
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