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No. 1609. CHARTER1OFTHE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN
STATES. SIGNED AT BOGOTA, ON 30 APRIL 1948

IN THE NAME OF THEIR PEOPLES,THE STATES REPRESENTEDAT THE NIWrH

INTERNATIONAL CONFERENCE OF AMERICAN STATES,

Convinced that the historic mission of America is to offer to man a land
of liberty, and a favorable environmentfor the developmentof his personality
and the realization of his just aspirations

Consciousthat that mission has already inspired numerous agreements,
whoseessentialvalue lies in the desireof the American peoplesto live together

~ Cameinto force on 13 December1951, in accordancewith article 109, the instruments
of ratification of two-thirdsof the signatoryStateshavingbeendepositedby that date with the
Pan-AmericanUnion.

Following is the list of Statesin respectof which the Chartercameinto force on 13 December
1951 indicating therespectivedatesof depositof the instrumentsof ratification

Bolivia 18 October
Brazil 13 March
Colombia(withthefollow-

ing declaration)* . . . . 13 December
Costa Rica 16 November
Dominican Republic .. 22 April
Ecuador 28 December
El Salvador 11 September
Haiti 28 March

Honduras
Mexico
Nicaragua
Panama
Paraguay
UnitedStatesof America

(with the following re-
servation)** 19 June

The Charter subsequentlycameinto force in respectof Venezuelaon 29 December1951,
the date of depositof the instrumentof ratification.

[SPANIsH TEXI — TEXTE EsPAGN0L]

* El congreso de Colombia, al aprobarIa “carts de Ia
Organizacionde los EstadosAmericanes”,declara

fo El respetoy Ia flel observanciade los Tratadosconsti-
tuyennormaindispensableparael desarrollodelasrelaciones
pacificasentrelos Estados;y

2°Los Tratadospflblicos, que sehallen vigentesentreIa
Repdblica de Colombiay otros Estados,Americanoso no,
tansolo podninsecrevisadosmedianteacuerdodelas Partes.

Parágrafo La presentedeclaracidndeberS figurar en el
Inatrumento de Ratifleacidn respectivode Ia “Carta de Is
Organizacionde los EstadosAmericanos”per Ia Republics
de Colombia y se entenderácomo Ia interpretaciOncolon,.
bianadel artlculo 14 de cuteTratado,

[TRANSLATION t — Ta.&ouc~io~if]
* The Congressof Colombia, in approving the “Charter

of the Organizationof AmericanStates”,declares

1. Respect for and the faithful observanceof treaties
constitutean indispensablestandardfor the developmentof
peacefulrelationsamongStates; and

2. Public treatiesnow in force betweenthe Republicof
ColombiaandotherStates,whetherAmericanornot, maybe
revisedonly by agreementof the parties.

Paragraph The presentdeclarationshall appearin the
Instrumentof Ratification by the Republicof Colombiaof
the “Charter of the Orgauizationof American States”and
shall be understoodto be the Colombianinterpretation of
article 14 of thisTreaty.

t Translationcommunicatedby the PanAmericanUnion.
ft Traductiois transusisepar l’Union panam&ieaine.

** The instrument of ratification on behalf of the Governmentof the United Statesof America contained the
following reservation

“That theSenategive its adviceand consentto ratification of the Charterwith thereservationthat noneof its pro-
visionsshahI beconsideredasenlargingthe powersof the FederalGovernmentof the UnitedStatesor limiting the powersof
the several5tatesof the FederalUnion with respectto anymattersrecognizedunderthe Constitutionasbeing within the
reservedpowersof the severalStates”.

1950
1950

1951
1948
1949
1950
1950
1951

7 February
23 November
26 July
22 March

3 May

1950
1948
1950
1951
1950

1951
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in peace,and, through their mutual understandingand respect for the sover-
eignty of each one, to provide for the bettermentof all, in independence,in
equality andunderlaw;

Confident that the true significanceof American solidarity and good neigh-
borlinesscanonly meanthe consolidationon this continent,within the framework
of democratic institutions, of a systemof individual liberty and social justice
basedon respectfor the essentialrights of man;

Persuadedthat their welfare and their contribution to the progressand
the civilization of the world will increasingly require intensive continental
cooperation

Resolved to perseverein the noble undertakingthat humanity has con-
ferred upon the United Nations, whose principles and purposesthey solemnly
reaffirm;

Convinced that juridical organizationis a necessarycondition for security
and peacefoundedon moral order and on justice; and

In accordancewith Resolution IX of the Inter-American Conferenceon
Problemsof War and Peace,held at Mexico City,

HAVE AGREED UPON THE FOLLOWING

CHARTER OF THE ORGANIZATION OF AMERICAN STATES

PART ONE

CHAPTER I

Nature and purposes

ARTICLE 1

The American Statesestablish by this Charter the international organi-
zation that they havedevelopedto achievean order of peaceand justice, to
promotetheir solidarity, to strengthentheir collaboration,and to defendtheir
sovereignty,their territorial integrity andtheir independence.Within the United
Nations, the Organizationof American Statesis a regionalagency.

ARTICLE 2

All American Statesthat ratify the presentCharter are Members of the
Organization.

No. 1609
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ARTICLE 3

Any new political entity that arisesfrom the union of severalMemberStates
and that, as such, ratifies the presentCharter, shall becomea Memberof the
Organization.The entry of the new political entity into the Organizationshall
result in the loss of membershipof eachone of the Stateswhich constituteit.

ARTICLE 4

The Organizationof American States,in order to put into practicethe prin-
cipleson which it is foundedandto fulfill its regionalobligationsunderthe Charter
of the United Nations,proclaimsthe following essentialpurposes

a) To strengthenthe peaceand security of the continent;

b) To preventpossiblecausesof difficulties and to ensurethe pacific settlement
of disputes that may arise among the Member States;

c) To provide for common action on the part of those Statesin the event of
aggression;

d) To seekthe solution of political, juridical and economicproblems that may
arise among them; and

e) To promote,by cooperativeaction, their economic,social and cultural deve-
lopment.

CHAPTER II

Principles

ARTICLE 5

The American Statesreaffirm the following principles:

a) International law is the standardof conduct of Statesin their reciprocal
relations

b) International order consistsessentiallyof respectfor the personality, sover-
eignty and independenceof States,and the faithful fulfillment of obligations
derivedfrom treatiesand other sourcesof international law

c) Good faith shall govern the relationsbetweenStates

d) The solidarity of the American Statesand the high aims which are sought
through it require the political organizationof those Stateson the basis of
the effective exercise of representativedemocracy

e) The AmericanStatescondemnwar of aggression: victory doesnot give rights;

/) An act of aggressionagainstoneAmericanState is an act of aggressionagainst
all the other American States
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g) Controversiesof an international characterarising between two or more
American Statesshall be settled by peacefulprocedures

/i) Social justice and social security are basesof lasting peace;

1) Economic cooperationis essentialto the common welfare and prosperityof
the peoplesof the continent;

j) The AmericanStatesproclaimthe fundamentalrightsof theindividual without
distinction as to race, nationality, creedor sex;

k) The spiritual unity of the continentis basedon respectfor the cultural values
of the American countriesand requires their close cooperationfor the high
purposesof civilization;

1) The educationof peoples should be directed toward justice, freedom and
peace.

CHAPTER III

Fundamentalrights and duties of Stales

ARTICLE 6

Statesarejuridically equal, enjoyequal rights andequalcapacityto exercise
theserights, and have equalduties. The rights of eachState dependnot upon
its power to ensurethe exercisethereof, but upon the merefact of its existence
as a person under international law.

ARTICLE 7

Every American State has the duty to respectthe rights enjoyedby every
other State in accordancewith international law.

ARTICLE 8

The fundamentalrights of Statesmay not be impairedin any mannerwhat-
soever.

ARTICLE 9

The political existenceof the State is independentof recognition by other
States.Evenbeforebeingrecognized,theStatehastheright to defendits integrity
and independence,to provide for its preservationand prosperity, and conse-
quently to organize itself as it seesfit, to legislate concerningits interests, to
administer its services,and to determinethe jurisdiction and competenceof its
courts. The exerciseof theserights is limited only by the exercise of the rights
of other Statesin accordancewith international law.
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ARTICLE 10

Recognitionimplies that the Stategrantingit acceptsthe personalityof the
new State, with all the rights and duties that international law prescribesfor
the two States.

ARTICLE 11

The right of each State to protect itself and to live its own life does not
authorizeit to commit unjust actsagainstanotherState.

ARTICLE 12

The jurisdiction of Stateswithin the limits of their national territory is
exercisedequally over all the inhabitants,whether nationals or aliens.

ARTICLE 13

EachState has the right to developits cultural, political and economiclife
freely and naturally. In this free development,the Stateshall respectthe rights
of the individual and the principles of universal morality.

ARTICLE 14

Respectfor and the faithful observanceof treatiesconstitute standardsfor
the developmentof peacefulrelations among States. International treaties and
agreementsshould be public.

ARTICLE 15

No Stateor groupof Stateshas the right to intervene,directly or indirectly,
for any reasonwhatever, in the internal or externalaffairs of any other State.
The foregoing principle prohibits riot only armed force but also any other form
of interferenceor attemptedthreat againstthe personalityof the Stateor against
its political, economicand cultural elements.

ARTICLE 16

No Statemay useor encouragethe useof coercivemeasuresof a~ieconomic
or political characterin order to force the sovereign will of anotherState and
obtain from it advantagesof any kind.

ARTICLE 17

The territory of a State is inviolable ; it may not be the object, even tem-
porarily, of military occupationor of other measuresof force taken by another
State, directly or indirectly, on any grounds whatever. No territorial acquisi-
tions or specialadvantagesobtainedeither by force or by other meansof coercion
shall be recognized.
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ARTICLE 18

The American Statesbind themselvesin their international relations not
to haverecourseto the useof force, exceptin the caseof self-defensein accordance
with existing treatiesor in fulfillment thereof.

ARTICLE 19

Measuresadoptedfor the maintenanceof peaceand security in accordance
with existing treatiesdo not constitutea violation of the principles set forth

in Articles 15 and 17.

CHAPTER IV

Pacific settlementof disputes

ARTICLE 20

All international disputesthat may arise betweenAmerican Statesshall
be submittedto the peacefulproceduresset forth in this Charter, before being
referredto the Security Council of the United Nations.

ARTICLE 21

The following are peaceful procedures: direct negotiation, good offices,
mediation, investigation and conciliation, judicial settlement, arbitration, and
those which the parties to the dispute may especiallyagreeupon at any time.

ARTICLE 22

In the event that a dispute arisesbetweentwo or more American States
which, in theopinionof oneof them,cannotbe settledthroughtile usualdiplomatic
channels,the Partiesshall agreeon someother peacefulprocedurethatwill enable
them to reach a solution.

ARTICLE 23

A specialtreatywill establishadequateproceduresfor tile pacific settlelnent
of disputesandwill determinethe appropriatemeansfor their application,so that
no disputebetweenAmerican Statesshall fail of definitive settlementwithin a
reasonableperiod.

CHAPTER V

Collective security

ARTICLE 24

Every act of aggressionby a State againstthe territorial integrity or the
inviolability of the territory or against the sovereigntyor political independence
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of an American State shallbe consideredan act of aggressionagainstthe other
American States.

ARTICLE 25

If the inviolability or the integrity of the territory or tile sovereigntyor
political independenceof any American State should be affected by an armed
attackor by an act of aggressionthat is not an armedattack, or by an extra-
continentalconflict, or by a conflict betweentwo or more American States,or
by any other fact or situation that might endangerthe peaceof America, the
American States, in furtheranceof the principles of continental solidarity or
collective self-defense,shallapply the measuresandproceduresestablishedin the
specialtreatieson the subject.

CHAPTER VI

Economicstandards

ARTICLE 26

The Member Statesagreeto cooperatewith one another, as far as their
resourcesmay permit and their laws may provide, in the broadestspirit of good
neighborliness,in order to strengthentheir economic structure, develop their
agriculture and mining, promote their industry and increasetheir trade.

ARTICLE 27

If the economyof an American State is affected by seriousconditions that
cannot be satisfactorily remedied by its own unaidedeffort, such State may
place its economicproblems before the Inter-American Economic and Social
Council to seek through consultation the most appropriatesolution for such
problems.

CHAPTER VII

Social standards

ARTICLE 28

The Member Statesagreeto cooperatewith one anotherto achieve just
and decentliving conditionsfor their entirepopulations.

ARTICLE 29

The Member Statesagreeupon the desirability of developing their social
legislation on the following bases

No, lOOt)
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a) All human beings, without distinction as to race, nationality, sex, creed or
social condition, have the right to attain material well-being and spiritual
growth undercircumstancesof liberty, dignity, equality of opportunity, and
economicsecurity

b) Work is a right and a social duty; it shallnot be consideredas an article of
commerce; it demandsrespectfor freedomof associationand for the dignity
of the worker ; and it is to be performedunderconditions that ensurelife,
health and a decent standardof living, both during the working years and
during old age, or when any circumstancedeprivesthe individual of thepossi-
bility of working.

CHAPTER VIII

Cultural standards

ARTICLE 30

The MemberStatesagreeto promote,in accordancewith their constitutional
provisions and their material resources,the exerciseof the right to education,
on the following bases:

a) Elementaryeducationshall be compulsoryand,when provided by the State,
shall be without cost

Is) Higher educationshall be available to all, without distinction as to race,

nationality, sex, language,creedor social condition.

ARTICLE 31

With due considerationfor the nationalcharacterof eachState,the Member
States undertaketo facilitate free cultural interchange by every medium of
expression.

PART TWO

CHAPTER IX

The Organs

ARTICLE 32

The Organizationof AmericanStatesaccomplishesits purposesby meansof

a) The Inter-AmericanConference

b) The Meeting of Consultationof Ministers of Foreign Affairs;
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c) The Council;

d) The Pan American Union;

e) The SpecializedConferences;and

/) The SpecializedOrganizations.

CHAPTER X

The Inter-American Conference

ARTICLE 33

The Inter-AmericanConferenceis the supremeorganof tile Organizationof
American States.It decidesthegeneralactionandpolicy of the Organizationand
determinesthe structureand functions of its Organs,and has the authority to
considerany matter relating to friendly relations among the American States.
Thesefunctions shall be carried out in accordancewith the provisionsof this
Charterand of other inter-American treaties.

ARTICLE 34

All MemberStateshavethe right to be representedat tile Inter-American
Conference.EachState has the right to one vote.

ARTICLE 35

The Conferenceshallconveneevery five yearsat the time fixed by the Council
of the Organization,after consultationwith the governmentof the country where
the Conferenceis to be held.

ARTICLE 36

In specialcircumstancesandwith the approvalof two-thirds of the American
Governments,a specialInter-AmericanConferencemay be held, or the dateof

the next regular Conferencemay be changed.

ARTICLE 37

EachInter-AmericanConferenceshalldesignatethe place of meetingof the
next Conference.If for any unforeseenreasonthe Conferencecannotbe held at tile

placedesignated,the Council of the Organizationshall designatea new place.

ARTICLE 38

The program and regulationsof the Inter-American Conference shall be
preparedby the Council of the Organizationandsubmittedto the MemberStates
for consideration.
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CHAPTER XI

The Meetingof Consultationof Ministers of Foreign Affairs

ARTICLE 39

The Meeting of Consultationof Ministers of Foreign Affairs shall be held in
order to considerproblemsof an urgentnature and of common interest to the
American States,and to serve as the Organof Consultation.

ARTICLE 40

Any Member State may requestthat a Meeting of Consultationbe called.
The requestshall be addressedto the Council of the Organization,which shall
decideby an absolutemajority whethera meetingshould be held.

ARTICLE 41

The programandregulationsof tile Meetingof Consultationshall be prepared
by the Council of the Organizationandsubmittedto the MemberStatesfor con-
sideration.

ARTICLE 42

If, for exceptionalreasons,a Minister of ForeignAffairs is unableto attend
the meeting,he shall be representedby a specialdelegate.

ARTICLE 43

In case of an armedattack within the territory of an American State or
within the region of security delimitedby treatiesin force, a Meeting of Consul-
tation shall be held without delay. Such Meeting shall be called immediately by
the Chairmanof the Council of the Organization,who shall at the sametime call
a meetingof the Council itself.

ARTICLE 44

An Advisory DefenseCommitteeshall be establishedto advise the Organof
Consultationon problems of military cooperation that may arise in connection
with the application of existing specialtreatieson collective security.

ARTICLE 45

The Advisory DefenseCommitteeshall be composedof tile highestmilitary
authorities of the American Statesparticipatingin the Meeting of Consultation.
Under exceptional circumstancesthe Governmentsmay appoint substitutes.
EachState shall be entitled to one vote.
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ARTICLE 46

TheAdvisory DefenseCommitteeshallbe convokedunderthesameconditions
as the Organof Consultation,whenthelatterdealswith mattersrelating to defense
against aggression.

ARTICLE 47

The Committeeshall also meetwhenthe Conferenceor the Meetingof Consul-
tation or the Governments,by a two-thirds majority of the MemberStates,assign
to it technicalstudiesor reports on specific subjects.

CHAPTER XII

The Council

ARTICLE 48

The Council of the Organization of American Statesis composedof one
Representativeof eachMemberState of the Organization,especiallyappointed
by the respectiveGovernment,with the rank of Ambassador.The appointment
may be given to tile diplomatic representativeaccreditedto the Governmentof
the country in which the Council has its seat.During the absenceof the titular
Representative,the Governmentmay appoint an interim Representative.

ARTICLE 49

The Council shall elect a Chairmanand a Vice Chairman,who shall servefor
one year and shallnot be eligible for election to either of thosepositionsfor the
term immediately following.

ARTICLE 50

The Council takes cognizance,within the limits of the presentCharterand
of inter-American treatiesand agreements,of any matter referred to it by the
Inter-AmericanConferenceor the Meetingof Consultationof Ministersof Foreign
Affairs.

ARTICLE 51

The Council shallbe responsiblefor the properdischargeby thePan-American
Union of the duties assignedto it.

ARTICLE 52

The Council shall serveprovisionally as the Organof Consultationwhen the
circumstancescontemplatedin Article 43 of this Charterarise.
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ARTICLE 53

It is also the duty of the Council

a) To draft and submit to the Governlnentsand to the Inter-AmericanCoIl-
ferenceproposalsfor the creationof new SpecializedOrganizationsor for the
combination, adaptationor elimination of existing ones, including matters
relating to the financing and support thereof;

b) To draft recommendationsto the Governments, the Inter-American Con-
ference,the SpecializedConferencesor the SpecializedOrganizations,for the
coordinationof the activities andprogramsof such organizations,after consul-
tation with them;

c) To conclude agreementswith the Inter-American SpecializedOrganizations
to determinethe relationsthat shallexist betweenthe respectiveagencyand
the Organization

d) To conclude agreementsor special arrangementsfor cooperationwith other
American organizationsof recognizedinternationalstanding;

e) To promoteandfacilitatecollaborationbetweenthe Organizationof American
Statesand the United Nations,as well as betweenInter-AmericanSpecialized
Organizationsand similar international agencies;

f) To adopt resolutionsthat will enable the SecretaryGeneral to perform tile
duties envisagedin Article 84

g) To perform the other dutiesassignedto it by the presentCharter.

ARTICLE 54

The Council shall establishthe basesfor fixing the quota that eachGovern-
ment is to contribute to the maintenanceof the Pan American Union, taking
into accountthe ability to pay of the respectivecountriesandtheir determination
to contributein an equitablemanner.The budget,after approvalby the Council,
shallbe transmittedto the Governmentsat leastsix months beforethe first day
of the fiscal year,with a statementof the annualquotaof eachcountry. Decisions
on budgetarymattersrequire the approval of two-thirds of the membersof the
Council.

ARTICLE 55

The Council shall formulate its own regulations.

ARTICLE 56

The Council shall function at the seat of the Pan American Union.

ARTICLE 57

The following are organsof the Council of tile Organization of American
States
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a) The Inter-AmericanEconomic and Social Council;

Is) The Inter-American Council of Jurists; and
c) The Inter-American Cultural Council.

ARTICLE 58

The organsreferredto in the precedingarticleshallhavetechnicalautonomy
within the limits of this Charter; but their decisionsshall not encroachupon
the sphereof action of the Council of the Organization.

ARTICLE 59

The organsof the Council of the Organizationare composedof represen-
tatives of all the MemberStatesof the Organization.

ARTICLE 60

The organsof the Council of the Organizationshall, as far as possible,render
to the Governmentssuch technical servicesas the latter may request;andthey
shall advisethe Council of the Organizationon matterswithin their jurisdiction.

ARTICLE 61

The organsof the Council of the Organizationshall, in agreementwith the
Council, establish cooperativerelations with the correspondingorgans of the
United Nations and with the national or international agenciesthat function
within their respectivespheresof action.

ARTICLE 62

The Council of the Organization,with the advice of the appropriatebodies
andafter consultationwith the Governments,shall formulatetile statutesof its
organsin accordancewith and in the executionof the provisionsof this Charter.
The organsshall formulatetheir own regulations.

A) The Inter-AmericanEconomicand Social Council

ARTICLE 63

The Inter-AmericanEconomicand Social Council hasfor its principal purpose
the promotionof the economicandsocialwelfareof the Americannationsthrough
effective cooperation for the better utilization of their natural resources,the
developmentof their agricultureand industry and the raising of the standards
of living of their peoples.
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ARTICLE 64

To accomplishthis purposethe Council shall:

a) Proposethe meansby which the American nationsmay give eachother tech-
nical assistancein making studiesand formulating and executingplans to
carry out the purposesreferredto in Article 26 and to develop and improve
their social services

b) Act as coordinating agency for all official inter-American activities of an
economicand social nature;

c) Undertake studies on its own initiative or at the requestof any Member
State;

d) Assembleand preparereportson economicand social mattersfor the use of
the MemberStates

e) Suggestto the Council of the Organizationtile advisability of holding special-
ized conferenceson economicand socialmatters

/) Carry on suchotheractivities asmay be assignedto it by the Inter-Americall
Conference,the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs, or
the Council of the Organization.

ARTICLE 65

The Inter-American Economic and Social Council, composedof technical

delegatesappointedby each MemberState, shall meet on its own initiative or
on that of tile Council of the Organization.

ARTICLE 66

The Inter-AmericanEconomicand Social Council shah function at the seat
of the Pan American Union, but it may hold meetingsin any American city by
a majority decisionof the MemberStates.

B) The Inter-American Council of Jurists

ARTICLE 67

Thepurposeof theInter-AmericanCouncil of Juristsis to serveasan advisory
body on juridical matters;to promotethe developmentandcodificationof public
andprivateinternationallaw; andto studythe possibility of attaininguniformity
in the legislationof the various American countries, insofar as it may appear
desirable.

ARTICLE 68

The Inter-American Juridical Committee of Rio de Janeiro shall he tue
permanentcommittee of the Inter-American Council of Jurists.
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ARTICLE 69

The Juridical Committeeshall be composedof jurists of the nine countries
selectedby the Inter-AmericanConference. The selectionof the jurists shall be
madeby the Inter-American Council of Juristsfrom a panelsubmittedby each
country chosen by the Conference. The Members of the Juridical Committee
representall MemberStatesof the Organization.TheCouncilof the Organizationis
empoweredto fill any vacanciesthat occur during the intervals betweenInter-
American Conferencesand betweenmeetingsof the Inter-American Council of
Jurists.

ARTICLE 70

The Juridical Committee shall undertake such studies and preparatory
work as are assignedto it by the Inter-AmericanCouncil of Jurists, the Inter-
AmericanConference,the Meetingof Consultationof Ministersof ForeignAffairs,
or tile Councilof theOrganization.It may alsoundertakethosestudiesandprojects
which, on its own initiative, it considersadvisable.

ARTICLE 71

The Inter-AmericanCouncil of Juristsand the Juridical Committee should
seekthe cooperationof national committeesfor the codification of international
law, of institutes of internationaland comparativelaw, and of other specialized
agencies.

ARTICLE 72

The Inter-American Council of Jurists shall meet when convenedby the
Council of the Organization,at the placedeterminedby the Council of Juristsat
its previous meeting.

C) The Inter-AmericanCultural Council

ARTICLE 73

The purposeof the Inter-AmericanCultural Council is to promote friendly
relations and mutual understandingamong the American peoples, in order to
strengthenthe peaceful sentimentsthat have characterizedthe evolution of
America, through the promotionof educational,scientific and cultural exchange.

ARTICLE 74

To this end the principal functions of the Council shall be
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a) To sponsorinter-American cultural activities;

Is) To collect and supply information on cultural activities carried on in and
amongtheAmerican Statesby privateand official agenciesboth nationaland
international in character;

c) To promotethe adoption of basiceducationalprogramsadaptedto the needs
of all populationgroups in the American countries;

d) To promote,in addition, the adoption of specialprogramsof training, edu-
cation and culture for the indigenousgroups of the Americancountries;

e) To cooperatein the protection, preservationand increaseof the cultural
heritage of the continent;

f) To promotecooperationamongthe American nationsin the fields of education,
scienceand culture, by meansof the exchangeof materialsfor researchand
study, as well as the exchangeof teachers,students,specialistsand,in general,
such otherpersonsandmaterialsas are useful for the realizationof theseends;

g) To encouragethe educationof the peoplesfor harmoniousinternationalrela-
tions

Ii) To carry on suchotheractivities asmay be assignedto it by the Inter-American
Conference,the Meetingof Consultationof Ministersof Foreign Affairs, or the
Council of the Organization.

ARTICLE 75

The Inter-American Cultural Council shall determine the place of its next
meeting and shall be convenedby the Council of the Organizationon the date
chosenby the latter in agreementwith the Governmentof the countryselected
as the seatof the meeting.

ARTICLE 76

There shall be a Committeefor Cultural Action of which five States,chosen
at eachInter-AmericanConference,shallbe members. The individualscomposing
theCommitteefor CulturalAction shallbe selectedby the Inter-AmericanCultural
Council from a panelsubmittedby eachcountry chosenby the Conference,and
theyshall be specialistsin educationor culturalmatters.WhentheInter-American
CulturalCouncil andthe Inter-AmericanConferenceare not in session,the Council
of the Organizationmay fill vacanciesthat ariseandreplacethosecountriesthat
find it necessaryto discontinue their cooperation.

ARTICLE 77

TheCommitteefor CulturalAction shallfunction as thepermanentcommittee
of the Inter-AmericanCultural Council, for the purposeof preparingany studies
that the latter may assignto it. With respect to thesestudiesthe Council shall
have the final decision.
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CHAPTER XIII

The Pan American Union

ARTICLE 78

The Pan American Union is the centralandpermanentorganof the Organi-
zation of American Statesand the GeneralSecretariatof the Organization. It
shall perform the dutiesassignedto it in this Charterand such other duties as
may be assignedto it in other inter-Americantreatiesand agreements.

ARTICLE 79

There shall be a SecretaryGeneralof the Organization,who shall be elected
by the Council for a ten-yearterm andwho may not be reelectedor be succeeded
by a personof the samenationality. In the event of a vacancyin the office of
SecretaryGeneral,theCouncil shall, within the next ninety days,elect a successor
to fill the office for the remainderof the term,who may bereelectedif the vacancy
occursduring the secondhalf of the term.

ARTICLE 80

The SecretaryGeneralshalldirect the Pan American Union and be the legal
representativethereof.

ARTICLE 81

The SecretaryGeneralshallparticipatewith voice, but without vote, in the
deliberationsof the Inter-AmericanConference,the Meeting of Consultationof
Ministers of ForeignAffairs, the SpecializedConferences,andthe Council and its
organs.

ARTICLE 82

The Pan American Union, through its technical and information offices,
shall, under the direction of the Council, promoteeconomic, social, juridical and
cultural relations amongall the MemberStatesof the Organization.

ARTICLE 83

The Pan American Union shall also perform the following functions:

a) Transmit ex oi?Icio to MemberStatesthe convocationto the Inter-American
Conference,the Meeting of Consultationof Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and
the SpecializedConferences;

Is) Advise the Council and its organsin the preparationof programsand regu-
lations of the Inter-American Conference, the Meeting of Consultation of
Ministers of Foreign Affairs, and the SpecializedConferences
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c) Place,to the extent of its ability, at the disposalof the Governmentof the
country where a conferenceis to be held, the technicalaid and personnel
which such Governmentmay request;

d) Serve as custodian of the documentsand archives of the Inter-American
Conference,of the Meeting of Consultation of Ministers of Foreign Affairs,
and, insofar as possible,of the SpecializedConferences;

e) Serveas depositoryof the instrumentsof ratification of inter-Americanagree-
ments

f) Performthe functionsentrustedto it by the Inter-AmericanConference,and
the Meeting of Consultationof Ministers of Foreign Affairs;

g) Submit to the Council an annualreporton the activities of the Organization;

h) Submit to the Inter-AmericanConferencea report on the work accomplished
by the Organsof the Organizationsince the previous Conference.

ARTICLE 84

It is the duty of the SecretaryGeneral:

a) To establish,with the approvalof the Council,suchtechnicalandadministrative
offices of the PanAmericanUnion asarenecessaryto accomplishits purposes

b) To determinethe numberof departmentheads,officers andemployeesof the
Pan American Union; to appoint them,regulatetheir powersandduties,and
fix their compensation,in accordancewith generalstandardsestablishedby
the Council.

ARTICLE 85

There shall be an AssistantSecretaryGeneral,electedby the Council for a
term of ten yearsand eligible for reelection. In the eventof a vacancyin the
office of AssistantSecretaryGeneral, the Council shall, within the next ninety
days, elect a successorto fill such office for the remainderof the term.

ARTICLE 86

The AssistantSecretaryGeneralshall be the Secretaryof the Council. He
shallperform the dutiesof the SecretaryGeneralduring the temporaryabsenceor
disability of the latter, or during the ninety-dayvacancyreferredto in Article 79.
He shall also serveas advisory officer to the SecretaryGeneral,with the power
to act ashis delegatein all mattersthat the SecretaryGeneralmayentrustto him.

ARTICLE 87

The Council, by a two-thirds vote of its members,may removethe Secretary
Generalor the AssistantSecretaryGeneralwheneverthe proper functioning of
the Organizationso demands.
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ARTICLE 88

Theheadsof therespectivedepartmentsof thePanAmericanUnion,appointed
by the SecretaryGeneral,shallbethe ExecutiveSecretariesof the Inter-American
Economicand Social Council, the Council of Juristsand the Cultural Council.

ARTICLE 89

In the performanceof their dutiesthe personnelshall not seekor receive
instructionsfrom any governmentor from any other authority outsidethe Pan
American Union. They shall refrain from any action that might reflect upon
their position as internationalofficials responsibleonly to the Union.

ARTICLE 90

Every Member of the Organization of American Statespledges itself to
respecttheexclusively internationalcharacterof the responsibilitiesof the Secre-
tary Generalandthe personnel,andnot to seekto influencethem in the discharge
of their duties.

ARTICLE 91

In selecting its personnelthe Pan American Union shall give first consider-
ation to efficiency, competenceand integrity; but at the sametime importance
shall be given to the necessityof recruitingpersonnelon asbroada geographical
basis as possible.

ARTICLE 92

The seat of the Pan American Union is the city of Washington.

CHAPTER XIV

The SpecializedConferences

ARTICLE 93

The SpecializedConferencesshallmeetto dealwith specialtechnical matters
or to developspecific aspectsof inter-Americancooperation,whenit is so decided
by the Inter-American Conferenceor the Meeting of Consultationof Ministers
of Foreign Affairs; when inter-American agreementsso provide; or when the
Council of the Organizationconsidersit necessary,either on its own initiative or
at the requestof one of its organsor of one of the SpecializedOrganizations.

ARTICLE 94

Theprogramandregulationsof the SpecializedConferencesshallbe prepared
by the organsof theCouncilof theOrganizationor by theSpecializedOrganizations
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concerned; they shallbe submittedto the MemberGovernmentsfor consideration
and transmittedto the Council for its information.

CHAPTER xv

The SpecializedOrganizations

ARTICLE 95

For the purposesof the presentCharter,Inter-AmericanSpecializedOrgani-
zationsare the intergovernmentalorganizationsestablishedby multilateral agree-
mentsandhaving specific functionswith respectto technicalmattersof common
interest to the American States.

ARTICLE 96

The Council shall, for the purposesstatedin Article 53, maintain a register
of tile Organizationsthat fulfill the conditions set forth in the foregoingArticle.

ARTICLE 97

The Specialized Organizationsshall enjoy the fullest technical autonomy
and shall take into accountthe recommendationsof the Council, in conformity
with the provisionsof the presentCharter.

ARTICLE 98

The SpecializedOrganizationsshall submit to the Council periodic reports
on the progressof their work and on their annualbudgetsand expenses.

ARTICLE 99

Agreementsbetween the Council and the Specialized Organizationscon-
templatedin paragraphc) of Article 53 may provide that such Organizations
transmit their budgetsto the Council for approval. Arrangementsmay also be
madefor the Pan AmericanUnion to receivethe quotasof the contributingcoun-
tries and distribute them in accordancewith the said agreements.

ARTICLE 100

The Specialized Organizations shall establish cooperative relations with
world agenciesof the samecharacterin order to coordinatetheir activities. In
concludingagreementswith internationalagenciesof a world-wide character,the
Inter-American SpecializedOrganizationsshall preservetheir identity and their
statusas integralparts of the Organizationof American States,evenwhen they
perform regional functions of internationalagencies.
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ARTICLE 101

In determining the geographic location of the Specialized Organizations
the interestsof all the American Statesshall be taken into account.

PART THREE

CHAPTER XVI

The United Nations

ARTICLE 102

None of the provisions of this Chartershall be construedas impairing the
rights and obligations of the Member Statesunder the Charter of tile United
Nations.

CHAPTER XVII

Miscellaneousprovisions

ARTICLE 103

The Organizationof American Statesshall enjoy in the territory of each
Membersuch legal capacity, privileges and immunities as are necessaryfor the
exerciseof its functions and the accomplishmentof its purposes.

ARTICLE 104

The Representativesof the Governmentson the Council of the Organization,
the representativeson the organsof the Council, thepersonnelof their delegations,
as well as the SecretaryGeneralandthe AssistantSecretaryGeneralof the Organ-
ization, shall enjoy the privilegesand immunities necessaryfor the independent
performanceof their duties.

ARTICLE 105

The juridical status of the Inter-American Specialized Organizationsand
theprivilegesandimmunitiesthat shouldbegrantedto them andto their personnel,
as well as to the officials of the PanAmericanUnion, shallbe determinedin each
case through agreementsbetweenthe respectiveorganizationsand the Govern-
mentsconcerned.
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ARTICLE 106

Correspondenceof the Organizationof American States, including printed
matter and parcels,bearingthe frank thereof,shall be carried free of chargein
the mails of the MemberStates.

ARTICLE 107

The Organizationof American Statesdoes not recognizeany restriction on
the eligibility of men andwomen to participate in the activities of the various
Organsandto hold positions therein.

CHAPTER XVIII

Ratification and entry into force

ARTICLE 108

The presentChartershall remainopenfor signatureby the American States
andshallbe ratified in accordancewith their respectiveconstitutionalprocedures.
The original instrument, the Spanish,English, Portugueseand French texts of
which are equally authentic, shall be depositedwith the Pan American Union,
which shall transmit certified copiesthereof to the Governmentsfor purposesof
ratification. The instrumentsof ratification shall be depositedwith the Pan
American Union, which shall notify the signatoryStatesof such deposit.

ARTICLE 109

The presentChartershall enterinto force amongthe ratifying Stateswhen
two-thirds of thesignatoryStateshavedepositedtheir ratifications. It shallenter
into forcewith respectto the remainingStatesin the orderin which they deposit
their ratifications.

ARTICLE 110

The presentChartershall be registeredwith the Secretariatof the United
Nations through the Pan American Union.

ARTICLE 111

Amendmentsto thepresentChartermaybeadoptedonly at anInter-American
Conferenceconvenedfor that purpose. Amendmentsshall enter into force in
accordancewith the terms and the procedureset forth in Article 109.

ARTICLE 112

The presentChartershall remainin force indefinitely, but may be denounced
by any Member State upon written notification to the Pan American Union,
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which shall communicateto all the otherseachnotice of denunciationreceived.
After two yearsfrom the dateon which the PanAmericanUnion receivesanotice
of denunciation,the presentChartershallceaseto be in force with respectto the
denouncingState, which shall ceaseto belong to the Organizationafter it has
fulfilled the obligations arising from the presentCharter.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersignedPlenipotentiaries,whosefull powers
havebeen presentedand found to be in good and due form, sign the present
Charterat the city of Bogota, Colombia,on the dates that appearoppositetheir
respectivesignatures.
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