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No. 1738. CONVENTION’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND, BELGIUM, FRANCE,
LUXEMBOURG AND THE NETHERLANDS CONCERN-
ING FRONTIER WORKERS. SIGNED AT BRUSSELS,
ON 17 APRIL 1950

The Governmentsof Belgium, France,Luxembourg, the Netherlandsand
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland;

Being resolved, in accordancewith the purposesof the Brussels Treaty
signedon 17th March 19482, to extend their co-operationin the social field;
and

Consideringthe existing regulationsapplying to frontier workers in the
territoriesof the ContractingPartiesunderthe bilateral conventionsat present
in force;

Have agreedas follows :—

Article I

(a) By frontier workers shall be understoodnationals of the Contracting
Parties who, while continuing to be ordinarily resident in the frontier zone
of one of the Parties,to which they normally return eachday, are engaged
in paid employmentin the adjoiningfrontier zoneof anotherof theContracting
Parties.

(b) The nationals of the ContractingParties,to which the presentCon-
vention shall apply, are specifiedin the Annex to the Conventionwhich shall
be an integral part thereof.

‘In accordancewith article 12 (b) the Conventioncameinto force on 10 October1951, two
monthsafterthedayon whichthethird instrumentof ratification wasdepositedwith theSecretary-
~3eneral of the BrusselsTreaty PermanentCommission,between the following signatorieson
behalfof which the instrumentsof ratification were depositedon thedatesindicated:
United Kingdom of GreatBritain and NorthernIreland 29 July 1950
Belgium 12 October 1950
Netherlands 10 August 1951

The Conventioncameinto force subsequentlyin respectof the following signatoryStates on
the first day of the month following that in which therespectiveinstrumentsof ratification were
deposited;following are the datesof deposit of the instrumentsof ratification andof entry into
force
France 17 December1951 1 January 1952
Luxembourg 12 January 1952 1 February 1952

2 United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 19, p. 51.
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Article 2

Forthe purposesof the presentConvention,frontier zonesshallbe under-
stood to be zonessituatedon each side of a frontier and definedby bilateral
conventionswhich areor may be in force betweenthe ContractingParties. In
principle thesezonesare 10 kilometresin depth.

Article 3

Frontier workers shallbe authorisedto crossthe frontier in orderto reach
their place of work if they are in possessionof a frontier worker’s card. The
form of this card andthe conditionsof issue,validity andwithdrawal shallbe
aslaid down in thebilateralconventionin forcebetweenthecountryof residence
andthe countryof employment.

Article 4

Frontier workers’ cardsshall be issued and stampedfree of charge.

Article 5

(a) Theauthorisationfor theissueandrenewalof frontierworkers’cardsshall
be dependenton the situationin the labour market relating to the occupation
and the particular locality in the country of employment.

(b) Notwithstandingtheprovisionsof the precedingparagraph,the renewal
of a frontier worker’s card, enablingthe holderto engagein work in the occu-
pation indicatedthereon,shallbeautomaticallyauthorisedif the frontier worker
hascompletedfive yearsof continuouswork on the date renewalis appliedfor,
provided he satisfies all the conditions laid down by the applicablebilateral
convention.

Article 6

(a) Frontier workers shall receive for equivalentwork pay equal to that
receivedby nationals of the country of employmentfor the sameoccupation
and in the samelocality.

(b) Frontier workersshall enjoy equalityof treatmentwith the nationalsof
thecountrywheretheyare working asregardstheapplicationof laws,regulations
andpracticesgoverningsafety, health and conditionsof work.

(c) Except in caseswhere stipulationsto the contrary areexpresslystated
in specialagreements,frontier workersshallbe entitled to the sameunemploy-
ment benefits as workers in their country of residence.
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Article 7

Wages,bonusesor allowancespaid to frontier workersshall be paid in the

currencyof the country of employment.

Article 8

Frontier workers shall, as far as currencytransfers, taxation and sociar
securityareconcerned,be subjectto the regulationslaid down in agreements.
concludedbetweentheir countryof residenceandtheir countryof employment..

Article 9

Where more favourablemeasuresthan those accordedby the provisions~
of the presentConventionare or may in future be applied by certainof the
ContractingPartiesin pursuanceof bilateral conventionsor specialagreements~
providing for the free movementof workers, that more favourable treatment
cannot be claimedunderthe presentConventionby frontier workers who are
employedor who areordinarily residentin the territory of ContractingParties
which arenot partiesto the bilateral conventionor specialagreementsreferred
to above.

Article 10

The presentConventionmay be extended,with the consentof all the
ContractingParties,to nationalsof anycountrywhich hasconcludedabilateral
agreementconcerningfrontier workers with one of the Parties to the present
Convention.

Article 11

(a) Arrangementsfor the applicationof the presentConventionwill, if
required,be madebetweenthecompetentauthoritiesof theContractingParties..

(b) Any disagreementbetweentwo or more of the Contracting Parties
arisingout of the interpretationor applicationof the presentConventionshall
be resolvedby direct negotiation.

(c) If any such disagreementcannot be resolved by such negotiation
within a period of threemonthsfrom the commencementof the negotiation.
the disagreementshall be submitted to arbitrationby an arbitral body whose
compositionand procedureshall be determinedby agreementbetween the
ContractingParties.

(d) The decisionof the arbitral body shall be given in accordancewith
the fundamentalprinciples and spirit of the presentConvention and shall
be acceptedas final andbinding.
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Article 12

(a) The presentConventionshall be ratified andthe instrumentsof rati-
fication shallbe depositedas soonas possiblewith the Secretary-Generalof the
BrusselsTreaty PermanentCommission.

(b) It shall enterinto force betweenthosesignatorieswhich haveratified
it two monthsafter the day on which the third instrumentof ratification shall
havebeendepositedand shall enterinto force for eachof the othersignatories
on thefirst dayof the monthfollowing that in which its instrumentof ratification
is deposited.

(c) The present Conventionshall continue in force subject to the right
of eachContractingParty to withdraw by giving noticeto the Secretary-General
which shall take effect six monthsafter its receipt by him.

(d) The Secretary-Generalwill inform the othersignatoriesof the deposit
of eachinstrument of ratification and of each notice of withdrawal.

IN WITNESS WHEREOFthe undersigned,duly authorisedby their respective
Governments,have signed the presentConvention and have affixed thereto
their seals.

DONE at Brusselsthis 17th day of April, 1950, in English and French,
both texts beingequallyauthoritative,in a singlecopy which shallbe deposited
in the archives of the Secretariat-Generalof the BrusselsTreatyPermanent
Commission,andof whicha certified copy shallbe transmittedby theSecretary-
Generalto eachof the signatory Governments.

As soonas possible, a text of the presentConventionin the Netherlands
languagewill bepreparedand,assoonasthis text hasbeenagreedby all signatory
Governmentsthe text in the Netherlandslanguagewill also be authoritative.

For the Governmentof Belgium:
[L.S.] PaulVAN ZEELAND

For the Governmentof the FrenchRepublic:
[L.S.J SCHUMAN

For the Governmentof Luxembourg:
[L.S.J Jos. BECH

For the Royal NetherlandsGovernment:
[L.S.] STIKKER

For theGovernmentof the United Kingdomof GreatBritain and
Northern Ireland:
[L.S.] E. SHINWELL
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ANNEX

NATIONALS OF THE CONTRACTING PARTIES TO WHICH THE CONVENTION APPLIES

Belgium:
PersonshavingBelgian nationality.

France:
Personshaving Frenchnationality.

Luxembourg:
PersonshavingLuxembourgnationality.

Netherlands:
Personshaving Netherlandsnationality.

United Kingdom of Great Britain and NorthernIreland:

Citizensof the UnitedKingdom and Colonies.
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