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No. 1754. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND FRANCE RELATING TO EXPORTS OF
COAL FROM THE THREE WESTERN ZONES OF GER-
MANY. MOSCOW, 19 APRIL 1947

I

The Secretaryof Stateto the French Minister of Foreign Affairs

DELEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

[Moscow]

April 19th, 1947

DearMonsieurBidaiilt,

In agreementwith theUnited Kingdom Secretaryof Statefor ForeignAffairs2

I sendyou herewiththe proposalsfor a sliding scalefor coalexportsfrom the three
WesternZonesas at presentconstitutedwhich havebeenpreparedas a result of
conversationswhich have taken place during the past few days between your
representativesand those of Mr. Bevin and myself.

In my conversationwith the Presidentof the Republic,M. Auriol, I gavehim
assuranceof the desireof my Governmentto makeevery effort to assistFrance
in meetingher requirementsfor coal. We have now made the fullest efforts
possibleto meetthe requirementsfor coal of Franceandthe countriesrepresented
in the EuropeanCoalOrganization,bearingin mind the necessityfor rehabilitating
the peacefulindustriesof Germanywith theobjectof bringingthe Germaneconomy
into balanceas quickly as possiblein accordancewith the American and British
programs.

I hopeto learn that you acceptthe proposalsmadeat the production levels
shownin the sliding scale. It is the intention that the percentagesof the sliding

Came into force on 19 April 1947 by the exchangeof the said notes,
2 Thefollowing information is providedby the Departmentof State of the United Statesof

America(Treatiesand OtherInternationalActs Series2109,p. 1, footnoteI): “For similarexchange
of notesbetweentheBritish Secretaryof Statefor ForeignAffairs (Bevin) andtheFrenchI’,Iinister
of Foreign Affairs (Bidault) see British Treaty SeriesNo. 53 (1947).”
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scaleshall apply for the secondhalf of 1947. At the endof the yearthe position
can be examinedagainin the light of the conditionsthenprevailing.

Faithfully yours,

G. C. MARSHALL

MonsieurGeorgesBidault
Minister of ForeignAffairs of the
FrenchRepublic

ENCLOSURETO SECRETARY OF STATE’S LETTER TO M. BIDAULT; DATED
19th APRIL, 1947

Projectedscale of exportandinternal allocation of coal for thethree westernzonesof Germany,
in relation to future level of coal production

(Thousands of metric tons)

Daily Output P
Ruhr-Aachen

plus Saar

ercentAllocated Estinu’dedMonthly
to Export ExportTonnage

EstimatelMonthly
Internal Tonnage

(net merchantable coal, excluding raw brown coal, in terms of hard coal equivalent)

280 21.0 1187 4465
290 21.5 1262 4608

300 21.5 1309 4778

310 22.0 1387 4917
320 22.5 1467 5055

330 22.5 1516 5223

340 23.0 1602 5365
350 23.5 1691 5505

360 24.0 1782 5642

370 25.0 1913 5739

Notes: 1. Monthly figures are for calendar monthsof 25 working days.

2. Exports representtotal exports(including exportsto Austria, to countries belonging
to the EuropeanCoal Organisationand bunker coal).

3. It is anticipatedthat allocationswill be made quarterly with later adjustmentsas
required. Assistancemay be requiredfrom the importing countries to move the
contemplatedtonnagesof export coal.

No. 1754



140 United Nations — Treaty Series 1952

II

The FrenchMinister of ForeignAffairs to theSecretaryof State

[TRANSLATION
1

— TRADUCTION 2]

THE MINISTER

FOREIGN AFFAIRS

[Moscow]

April 19, 1947

Mr. Secretaryof State.

I havethe honorto acknowledgereceipt of your letter of April 19 concerning
exportsof coal from the threewesternzonesof Germany. I am pleasedto note
that you have,in largemeasure,compliedwith the requestswhich weremadelong
agoby the FrenchGovernment,in fixing, by a formula of generalapplication,the
amount of exportsof coal as a function of Germanproduction. Although still
far from what we had expected,the figures which are enclosedwith your letter
constituteaneffort on your part andon that of the United StatesGovernmentto
understand,which we appreciate,knowing the careswhich you have echoed.
I thank you thereforefor this communication,of which I take note.

However, on account of the difference which existsbetweenwhat we can
expect from your proposals and the minimum vital requirementsof French
economy,asI havedefinedthemin the nameof the FrenchGovernment,I request
you to be good enoughto lend us your assistancein the Saar questionand its
repercussionson our coal situation.

I requestthat, whenthe economicannexationof the Saarto Francehasbeen
decidedupon,you will be so good asto consentto makea joint notification of this
decisionto the EuropeanCoal Organization(ECO). In making this notification,
pleaseindicatethat Francewill, in the future, lay beforethe Eco the suppliesand
requirementsof France and the Saaras a whole, and invite that organization
to drawconclusionsfrom this new situation. I shouldvalueyour approvalof the
provisions containedin the noteswhich we exchangeand of which I acceptthe
terms.

Pleaseaccept,Mr. Secretaryof State,the assurancesof my very highconsider-
ation.

BIDAULT

MonsieurGeorgesC. Marshall

Secrhtaired’Etat
desEtats-Unisd’Amérique

1 Translation by the Governmentof the United Statesof America.
2 Traduction du Gouvernementdes Etats-Unis d’Amérique.

No. 1754
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III

The Secretaryof Stateto the FrenchMinister of Foreign Affairs

DELEGATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

[Moscow]

April 19th, 1947

Dear MonsieurBidault,

In answerto your letter of April 19th in reply to my letter of the samedate,
about the export of coal from the threeWesternZonesof Germany,I am happy
to state that the arrangementscontainedin theseletters havemy approval.

Faithfully yours,
G. C. MARSHALL

MonsieurGeorgesBidault
Minister of Foreign Affairs of the
FrenchRepublic

No 1754


