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No. 1760. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND ISRAEL RELATING TO RECIPROCAL
COPYRIGHT RELATIONS. WASHINGTON, 4 MAY 1950

I

The Israeli Ambassadorto the Secretaryof Stale

EMBASSY OF ISRAEL

WASHINGTON, D.C.

No. 4531/50

May 4, 1950

Excellency

In accordancewith instructions from my Government, I have the honor
to invite your attention to Section29 of the copyright law in force in Israel under
which the benefitsof the said law may be extendedto the work of a proprietor
who is nota citizenof Israelonly whenthe foreign countryof which suchproprietor
is a citizenor subjecthasmadeor undertakento makesuchprovisionsasit appears
to theGovernmentof Israelexpedientto requirefor theprotectionof worksentitled
to copyright under the copyright law in force in Israel.

SinceSection29 of the copyright law in force in Israelis similar to Section 9
of Title 17 of the United StatesCode,codified andenactedinto positivelaw by
the Act of Congress,approvedJuly 30, 1947 (61 Stat. 652), it is the desireof my
Governmentto concludea reciprocalcopyright arrangementwith the Government
of the United Statesof America whereby the benefits of the copyright laws of
our respectivecountriesareextendedto the citizens of the other country.

Until May 15, 1948, the date on which Israel establishedits independence,
satisfactorycopyright relationsexistedbetweenPalestineandthe United States
of Americaby virtue of (1) an Orderin Councilrelatingto Palestineissuedby the
British Governmentand effective on October 1, 1933; and (2) a proclamation

Cameinto force on 4 May 1950 by the exchangeof the said notesand, accordingto their
terms, became operative retroactively as from 15 May 1948.
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issuedon September29, 1933,by the Presidentof the United States,which went
into effect on October 1, 1933.1 With a view to clarifying the benefitsin Israel
for authorsand proprietorsof the United Statesof Americasince May 15, 1948,
my Governmenthasinstructedme to stateits assurancesthat undertheprovisions
of the Israeli law all literary and artistic works publishedin the United States
areaccordedthe sametreatmentasworks publishedin Israel,includingmechanical
reproductionsof musical compositions,and that citizens of the United States
are entitled to obtain copyright for their works in Israel on substantiallythe
same basis as citizens of Israel, including rights similar to those provided by
Section 1 (e) of the aforesaid Title 17.

The Governmentof Israel is prepared, if theseassurancesare acceptable
to the Governmentof the United Statesof America, to regardthe presentnote
andyour reply concurringtherein asconstitutingan agreementbetweenthe two
Governmentson reciprocalcopyright relations,which shall be consideredeffective
on and after May 15, 1948.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

E. ELATH

His Excellency Dean G. Acheson
Secretaryof State
Washington, D.C.

II

The Secretaryof State to the Israeli Ambassador

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

May 4 1950

Excellency:

I havethe honor to acknowledgethe receipt of your note of today’s date,
in which you refer to Section 29 of the copyright law in force in Israel, under
which the benefitsof the said law may be extendedto the work of a proprietor
who is not a citizenof Israel only whentheforeign countryof which suchproprietor
is a citizen or a subjecthas madeor undertakento makesuch provisionsas it

1 United Statesof America: 48 Stat., Pt. 2, p. 1713.

No. 1760



194 United Nations— Treaty Series 1952

appearsto the Israeli Governmentexpedientto require for the protection of
works entitled to copyright under the copyright law in force in Israel.

You expressthe desireof the Governmentof Israel, since Section 29 of the
copyright law in force in Israel is similar to Section 9 of Title 17 of the United
StatesCode,codifiedandenactedinto positivelaw by theAct of Congress,approved
July 30, 1947 (61 Stat.652), to concludea reciprocalcopyright arrangementwith
the Governmentof the United Statesof America whereby the benefitsof the
copyright of the United Statesof America wherebythe benefitsof the copyright
laws of our respectivecountriesareextendedto the citizens of the other country.

You state that until May 15, 1948, the dateon which Israel establishedits
independence,satisfactorycopyright relationsexistedbetweenPalestineand the
United Statesof Americaby virtue of (1) an Order in Councilrelatingto Palestine
issuedby the British Governmentandeffective on October 1, 1933; and (2) a
proclamationissuedon September29, 1933 by the Presidentof the United States
which went into effect on October1, 1933. You addthatwith a view to clarifying
the benefitsin Israel for authorsand proprietorsof the United Statesof America
sinceMay 15, 1948, your Governmenthas instructedyou to state its assurances
that underthe provisionsof the Israelilaw all literary andartisticworks published
in the UnitedStatesareaccordedthe sametreatmentas works publishedin Israel,
including mechanicalreproductionsof musicalcompositions,andthat citizensof the
United Statesare entitled to obtain copyright for their works in Israel on sub-
stantially the samebasisas citizens of Israel, including rights similar to those
provided by Section 1(e) of the aforesaidTitle 17.

You further statethat the IsraeliGovernmentis prepared,if theseassurances
shouldbe acceptedby the Governmentof the United Statesof America, to regard
thenoteunderacknowledgmentandthisGovernment’sreplytheretoasconstituting
an agreementbetweenthe two Governments,which shall take effect this day.

I havethe honor to inform you that, with a view to giving effect to the com-
mitmentproposedin the noteunderacknowledgment,the Presidentof the United
Statesof Americahas issuedtoday a proclamation,a copy of which is enclosed
herewith,declaringandproclaiming,pursuantto theprovisionsof Section9 of the
said Title 17, on the basis of the assurancesset forth in your note, that on and
after May 15, 1948, the conditionsspecified in Sections9 and I (e) of the said
Title 17, but exceptingthe provisionsembodiedin the secondparagraphof Sec-
tion 9 (b) of that Title regardingthe extensionof time for fulfilling copyright
conditions and formalities, existed and were fulfilled in respectof citizens of
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Israel and that citizens of Israel are andsince May 15, 1948, havebeen entitled
to all the benefitsof the said Title 17 with the aforementionedexception. The
proclamation imposes the conditions that (1) the enjoyment by any work of
the rights and benefitsconferredby the said Title 17 shall be conditional upon
compliancewith the requirementsandformalitiesprescribedwith respectto such
works by the copyright law of the United States;and(2) the provisionsof Section
1 (e) of thesaid Title 17, so far as they securecopyright controlling parts of in-
strumentsservingto reproducemechanicallythe musicalwork, shall applyonly to
compositionspublished and copyrighted after July 1, 1909, and registeredfor
copyright in the United Stateswhich havenot beenreproducedwithin the United
Statesprior to May 15, 1948, on any contrivanceby meansof which the work
may be mechanically performed.

The Governmentof the United Statesof America accordinglyconsidersyour
Excellency’ note and the presentnote as constitutingan agreementbetweenthe
Governmentof the United Statesof America and the Governmentof Israel,
which shall be consideredeffective on and after May 15, 1948.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

Dean ACHESON
Enclosure

Copy of proclamation

His ExcellencyEliahu Elath
Ambassadorof Israel
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