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No. 1769. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND AUSTRALIA RELATING TO MUTUAL
DEFENSE ASSISTANCE. WASHINGTON, 1 AND 20
FEBRUARY 1951

I

The Secretary of State to the Australian Ambassador

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

Feb. 1, 1951

Excellency

I havethe honor to inform Your Excellencythat Australiahasbeendeclared
eligible to receivefrom the Governmentof the United Statesof Americareimburs-.
able military assistanceunder the provisions of Section 408 (e) of the Mutual
DefenseAssistanceAct of 1949, (Public Law 329, 81st Congress),2 as amended
by Public Law 621, 81st Congress.3 The provisionsof theselaws andthepolicy
of the United StatesGovernmentrequire that certain assurancesbe received
before completingany transactionsunderSection 408 (e) of the Act.

It is theunderstandingof the United StatesGovernmentthat theGovernment
of Australia is preparedto accept the following undertakings

1. The Governmentof Australia agreesto use any assistancefurnished
under the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct of 1949, as amended,to further the
policies and purposesof that Act which are to foster international peaceand
security within the framework of the Charterof the United Nations through
measureswhich will further theability of nationsdedicatedto the principles and
purposesof the Charterto participateeffectively in arrangementsfor individual
and collective self-defensein support of those purposesand principles. The
Government of Australia further agreesto furnish equipment and materials,
services,or other assistance,consistentwith the Charterof the United Nations,

1 Came into force on 20 February 1951 by the exchangeof the said notes.
I United Statesof America: 63 Stat., Pt. 1, p. 720.
‘ United Statesof America: 64 Stat., Pt. 1, P. 376.
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to the United Statesor to andamongother nationseligible for assistanceunder
the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct to further the policies and purposesof this
Act, as set forth above, and as may be mutually agreedhereafter.

2. The Governmentof Australia assuresthe United StatesGovernment
that such equipment,materials,or servicesas may be acquiredfrom the United
Statesunder the provisionsof Section 408 (e) of the Mutual DefenseAssistance
Act of 1949, as amended,are requiredfor and will be usedsolely to maintain its
internal security, its legitimate self-defense,or to permit it to participatein the
defenseof the areaof which it is apart, andthat it will not undertakeanyact of
aggressionagainst any other State.

3. The Governmentof Australia will not relinquish title to or possession
of any equipmentandmaterials,information or servicesfurnishedunderSection
408 (e) of the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct, as amended,without the consent
of the United StatesGovernment.

4. The Governmentof Australia will protect the security of any article,
service or information furnished under Section 408 (e) of the Mutual Defense
AssistanceAct, as amended.

5. The Governmentof Australia understandsthat, prior to the transfer
of any item or the renderingof any serviceunder this Act, the United States
Governmentretainsthe right to terminatethe transaction.

6. The Governmentof Australiais preparedto acceptterms andconditions
of paymentfor any itemor servicewhich may be furnishedunderthis Act, which
are in accordwith the provisionsof Section 408 (e) (2) of this Act.

Upon the receiptof a note from Your Excellencyindicating that the foregoing
provisionsareacceptableto the Governmentof Australia, the Governmentof the
United Statesof America will consider that this note and your reply thereto
constituteanagreementbetweenthetwo Governmentson this subject, the agree-
ment to enterinto force on the date of your note in reply.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

For the Secretaryof State

H. FREEMAN MATTHEWS~

His Excellency The HonorableNorman J. 0. Makin
Ambassadorof Australia

No. 1769
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II

The Australian Ambassadorto the Secretaryof State

AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY

WASHINGTON, D.C,

No. 74/51.
20th February,1951

Sir,

I have the honour to refer to your note of 1st February, 1951, concerning
certain assurancesand undertakingsrequired from the Australian Government
prior to the completion of the transactionsbetweenthe Australian Government
and the United StatesGovernmentunder the provisions of Section 408 (e) of
the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct, as amended.

The Government of Australia accepts the undertakingsand assurances
outlined in that note and concurs with your proposal that this note, together
with your notedated1st February,1951, referredtoabove,constituteanagreement
coveringall transactionsfor the supplyof military assistanceunderSection408 (e)
of the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct, as amended,betweenthe respectivegov-
ernments,the said agreementto enterinto force on the date of this note.

I avail myself of this opportunity to renew to you the assurancesof my
highest consideration.

Norman MAKIN

Ambassador

The HonourableDean Acheson
Secretaryof State for the United Statesof Alnerica
Washington, D.C.

No. 1769


