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No. 1772. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND CANADA RELATING TO CIVIL DEFENSE
CO-OPERATION. WASHINGTON, 27 MARCH 1951

I

The Canadian Ambassadorto the Secretaryof State

CANADIAN EMBASSY

WASHINGTON, D.C.

~o. 161 March 27, 1951
Sir,

I havethe honour to refer to theconferenceheld in Ottawaon February21,
1951, of Civil Defence authorities of the Governmentsof the United Statesof
America and Canada.

Pursuantto theunanimousrecommendationof that conference,I am instructed
by the CanadianGovernmentto proposethat an agreementin the following
terms be concludedbetweenour Governments

“As far as possible,Civil Defence activities in the United Statesand
Canadashould be co-ordinatedfor the protection of personsand property
from the result of enemyattackas if therewereno border. The following
arrangementsare made to ensure such co-ordination in matters of Civil
Defence.

“Except as regardsmattersof broadgovernmentpolicy, for which the
diplomatic channelswould be appropriate,the normal channelof communi-
cation betweenthe two countrieswith regardto civil defencematters will
be betweenthe Co-ordinatorof Civil Defence in Canada(or any successor
authority) and the Administrator, Federal Civil Defence Administration
in the United States(or anysuccessorauthority), referredto hereafteras the
“FederalCivil DefenceAuthority” or“Authorities”. This will notpreventthe
use of other channelswhere appropriate,or as may be authorizedby the
Federal Civil Defence Authorities, but in the event of other channelsof

Came into force on 27 March 1951 by the exchangeof the said notes.
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communicationor agenciesof co-operationbeing used, the Federal Civil
Defence Authority in each country will be informed immediately.

“The Federal Civil Defence Authority in each country will keep the
other informed about developmentsunder considerationand action taken
regarding:

“(a) Organization, legislation and regulations (including federal, state and
provincial) for Civil Defence.

“(b) Material, equipment, supplies and facilities (research, development,
standardizationand availability).

“(c) Training (schools, courses, pamphlets, methods, etc.).

“(d) Arrangementswith state, provincial and municipal authorities and
other agencies.

(e) Public information and education.
“The Federal Civil Defence Authority of each country will

“(a) Exchangepersonnelat a working level.

“(b) Offer training facilities to studentsdesignatedby the other country.

“So that all civil defencesupplies, equipmentand facilities (including
medical, hospital, fire-fighting, police, rescue, evacuation,welfare, transpor-
tation, communication and other similar services)may be utilized to the
fullest extent in connectionwith civil defence preparations,exercisesand
action,appropriatelegislationwill be sought,regulationsmadeor instructions
given in connectionwith customs,immigration, integration of servicesand
facilities andothermatterswhetherunderfederal,state,provincial or munici-
pal jurisdiction.

“State and provincial Civil Defenceauthoritiesin adjacentjurisdictions
will be authorizedby the FederalCivil Defenceauthoritiesto confer together
to insure co-operationbetweenthem on civil defence. Similarly, stateand
provincialauthoritieswill beempoweredby theFederalCivil Defenceauthorities
to authorizeco-operationbetweenbordermunicipalitiesto co-ordinateplanning
and provide for immediate warning and action in the event of attack.
Such co-operationwill be in accordancewith the policy laid down in each
country by the FederalCivil DefenceAuthority.

“The cost of civil defenceassistancefurnishedby one country in con-
nection with an attack upon the other country shall be reimbursedby the
couRtry attacked. The Federal Civil Defence Authorities will co-operate
in recommendingto their respectivegovernmentsadetailedfinancialagreement
to give effect to this policy.
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“A Joint United States/CanadianCivil Defence Committee is hereby
established. TheCommitteewill consistof the FederalCivil DefenceAuthor-
ities andsuchothermembersas maybe designatedby them. TheCommittee
may establish,from time to time, such working groupsand sub-committees
as may be necessary. This Committee will recommend,jointly, to their
respectivegovernmentssuch action as is considereddesirableto insure the
closestco-operation.”

If this proposalis acceptableto your Government,this Note and your reply
will constitutean agreementbetweenour two governmentson this subject,which
will enterinto force on the dateof your Note andwhich may be terminatedon
six months’ notice by either Government.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

H. H. WRONG
The HonourableDean Acheson
Secretaryof State for the United States
Departmentof State
Washington, D.C.

II

The Secretaryof State to the CanadianAmbassador

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

March 27, 1951
Excellency:

I havethe honor to refer to your note No. 161 of March 27, 1951 containing
recommendationsfor civil defensecooperation which have been agreedupon
by the civil defenseauthoritiesof theGovernmentof the United Statesof America
and the Governmentof Canada.

The proposalscontainedin your note are acceptableto the Government
of the United Statesof America, and it is agreedthat your note and this reply
thereto shall constitutean agreementbetween our two Governmentson this
subjectwhich shall enterinto force on the dateof this note and which may be
terminatedon six monthsnotice by either Government.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

Dean ACHESON
His Excellency Hume Wrong
Ambassadorof Canada
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