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No. 1801. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND COSTA RICA AMENDING THE AGREE-
MENT OF 16 JANUARY 19422 RELATING TO THE
CONSTRUCTION ON THE INTER-AMERICAN HIGH-
WAY. WASHINGTON, 13 AND 17 JANUARY 1951

I

TheCostaRican Ambassadorto the Secretaryof State

EMBAJADA DE COSTA RICA

WASHINGTON

January13, 1951

Excellency

I havethe honor to refer to the agreementbetweenour two Governments
effectedby an exchangeof noteson January16, 1942,2with respectto United
StatesPublicLaw 375, 55 Stat.860, approvedDecember26, 1941,whichprovides
for the cooperationof the United Stateswith the Central American Republics
in the constructionof the Inter-American Highway. Referencealso is made
to Public Law 769,approvedSeptember7, 1950,~amendatoryof Public Law 375,
whichcontainscertainadditionalprovisionswith respectto thefuturecooperative
constructionof this Highway.

In this connection,and with the specific authorizationof my Government,
I herebymakeformal requestfor the participationof CostaRicain the proposed
continuedcooperationin said construction.

I am also authorizedto offer the assurancesrequired by Section 11 of
Public Law 769, approvedSeptember7, 1950,that the Governmentof Costa
Rica assentsto the provisionsthereofandthat it hasan organizationadequately
qualifiedto administerthefunctionsrequiredof CostaRica underthe provisions
of the law. My Government further agrees, as specified in the law, that
requestssubmittedby it, from time to time, for UnitedStatesfunds from appro-
priations authorized by law will be for the constructionof portions of the
Highway to standardsadequateto meet presentand future traffic needs.

1 Cameinto force on 17 January1951 by theexchangeof the saidnotes.
United Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. 23, p. 285.

~United Statesof America: 64 Stat. 785.
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Unless otherwisedeterminedby the Secretaryof State with referenceto
specific projects in CostaRica relating to separateportions of the Highway,
it is understoodthat, in conformity with the law, expendituresof United States
funds shall not be madeon any project unlessCosta Rica shall provide and
makeavailablefor expenditurein connectiontherewith a sum equal to at least
one-third of the total expendituresmadeby our two Governments.

The Governmentof Costa Rica recognizesthe requirementsof the law,
that on said projectsfor portionsof the Highway, all expendituresfor material,
equipmentand suppliesshall, wheneverpracticable,be made for productsof
the United Statesor of Costa Rica; and constructionwork to be performed
under contract shall be advertisedfor a reasonableperiod by the Minister of
Public Works of CostaRica, and contractsshalt be awardedpursuantto said
advertisementswith the approvalof the Secretaryof Commerceof the United
States.

Furthermore,as agreedin recentconversationsbetweenrepresentativesof
theEmbassyof CostaRica in the United Statesandofficersof the Department
of State, the Governmentof Costa Rica desiresto inform Your Excellency’s
Governmentthat it specifically agrees,in conformity with the law:

(1) That it will provide, without participation of funds of the United
States,all necessaryright-of-way for the constructionof the Inter-American
Highway in CostaRica which right-of-way shallbe of a minimum width where
practicableof 100 meters in rural areasand 50 metersin municipalities, and
that suchright-of-way shall foreverbe held inviolate as a part of the highway
for public use;

(2) that it will not imposeany highway toll, or permit any suchtoll to be
charged,for usebyvehiclesor personsof anyportionof saidHighway constructed
underthe provisionsof the above-mentionedlaw approvedDecember26, 1941,
asamended;

(3) that it will not levy or assess,directly or indirectly, any fee, tax, or
otherchargefor theuseof said Highway by vehiclesor personsfrom the United
Statesthat doesnot apply equally to vehiclesor personsof Costa Rica; and
that it will not levy or assess,directly or indirectly,any fee, tax, orothercharge
for theuseof said Highway by vehiclesof the United StatesGovernment;

(4) that it will continueto grantreciprocalrecognitionof vehicleregistration
and drivers’ licensesin accordancewith the provisions of the Conventionfor
RegulationofInter-AmericanAutomotiveTraffic whichwasopenedfor signature
at the Pan American Union in Washingtonon December15, 1943,’ and to

1 United Statesof America: Treaties and Other International Acts Series1567; 61 Stat.,

Pt. 2, p. 1129.
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which Costa Rica and the United Statesare parties, or of any other treatyor
international conventionestablishingsimilar reciprocalrecognition;and

(5) that it will maintain the presentlycompletedportion of said Highway
and each section of the uncompletedportion thereof as each such section is
completed,all in condition adequatelyto servethe needsof presentandfuture
traffic; and that, so far as may be practicable,it will provide maintenanceon
all partially completedsectionsof said Highway which are now or hereafter
may be openedto traffic.

My Governmentfurther agreesthat in recognitionof the Inter-American
Highway being a project of unusual significanceof an economicand cultural
characterto CostaRica, anda public work of national importancein the collec-
tive public interestof CostaRica, it will be consideredas oneto which existing
provisionsof the nationallabor laws of CostaRica,relatingto waiversandthe
exercisingof executivediscretion,wilt applyin favor of the cooperativeproject.

In acceptingtheprovisionsof Public Law 769,approvedSeptember7, 1950,
asamendatoryof Public Law 375, approvedDecember26, 1941,andin agreeing
to the stipulationsoutlined above, my Governmentsuggeststhat the present
exchangeof notesconstitutesan amendmentto the original agreementbetween
our two Governmentscontainedin theexchangeof notesdatedJanuary16, 1942.
It is further suggestedthat the notesherebyexchangedshall be regardedas a
formalamendmentto theProjectStatementandMemorandumof Understanding
effective February 10, 1942, as amended,betweenthe Governmentof Costa
Rica and the Commissionerof Public Roadsof the United States;’ and that
anyfurtheramendmentshallnotbelimited to the subject-matterof this exchange
of notesbut may include such other matters of a technicalcharacteras will
facilitate the proposedcooperation.

Accept, Excellency,the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

J. RafaelOREAMUNO
Ambassadorof CostaRica

SD/O-4

His ExcellencyThe Secretaryof State
Washington,D.C.

‘Not printed by the Departmentof State of theUnited Statesof America.
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II

TheSecretaryof Stateto the CostaRican Ambassador

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

Jan.17 1951

Excellency:

I havethe honor to acknowledgethe receiptof Your Excellency’snote
No. SD/0-4of January13, 1951,in which you requestthe continuedcooperation
of the Governmentof the UnitedStatesin theconstructionof the Inter-American
Highway in CostaRica in accordancewith the termsand conditionsof United
StatesPublic Law 769, approvedSeptember7, 1950, as amendatoryof Public
Law 375, approvedDecember26, 1941.

I take pleasurein informing Your Excellencythat the assurancesoffered
are satisfactoryto the Governmentof the United States. It is consequently
the intention of this Governmentto extend to the Costa Rican Government
the cooperationenvisagedin the law and set forth by this exchangeof notes,
subject to the appropriationof necessaryfunds by the Congressof the United
States.

As suggestedby your Government,it is agreedthat the current exchange
of notesshall be regarded.as a formal amendmentto the ProjectStatementand
Memorandum of Understandingeffective February 10, 1942, as amended
betweenthe Governmentof CostaRica andthe Commissionerof Public Roads
of the United States;andthat any further amendmentshall not be limited to
the subject-matterof this exchangeof notes,but may includesuchother matters
of a technicalcharacteras will facilitate theproposedcooperation. It is further
agreedthat the current exchangeof notes constitutesan amendmentto the
original agreementbetweenour two Governmentscontainedin the exchange
of notesdatedJanuary16, 1942.

Accept, Excellency,the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

For the Secretaryof State:

ThomasC. MANN

His ExcellencySeñorDon J. Rafael Oreamuno
Ambassadorof CostaRica
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