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No. 1813. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT~ BETWEEN THE UNITED KINGDOM
OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND
ITALY REGARDING THE RETURN OF ITALIAN SUB-
MARINE CABLES WHICH WERE CAPTURED OR DI-
VERTED DURING THE WAR AND SUBSEQUENTLY
RETURNED VOLUNTARILY TO ITALIAN OWNERSHIP.
LONDON, 9 AND 14 JUNE 1949

I

The Secretaryof Statefor Foreign Affairs to the Italian Ambassadorat London

FOREIGN OFFICE, S.w. 1

9th June,1949

Your Excellency,

His Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom havebeengiving con-
siderationto the most appropriatemeansof clarifying the position regarding
Italian submarinecableswhich were capturedor divertedduring the war and
subsequentlyreturnedvoluntarily to Italian ownership.

2. His Majesty’sGovernmentreturnedthesecablesas a gestureof good-
will towards Italy, by means of a special arrangementoutside the terms of
the PeaceTreaty. The purposeof this aide-mémoireis to place on record
the terms of this specialarrangement.

3. His Majesty’s Governmenthad originally stipulated that all those
cableswhose terminals had been diverted from Malaga to Gibraltar should
continueto run through Gibraltar. They are willing, however,to waive this
stipulation provided that the Italian Governmentwill confirm their formal
acceptanceof the following terms :—

(a) any repairs or replacementsof broken or truncatedsectionsof cable
shall be at Italian expense;

(b) thereshall be no questionof replacementby the United Kingdom of
any sectionof an Italian cable that is missing;

‘Came into force on 14 June 1949, by theexchangeof thesaidnotes.
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(c) Italy will makeno claims againstHis Majesty’s Governmentin respect
of any allegeddamageto, or deteriorationof, or lossof, any length of
cable;

(d) the decisionas to the ultimate disposalof the cableswhoseterminals
lie in territoriesof which thesovereigntyis notyet decidedmust remain
subject to the final settlementof the territoriesconcerned.

4. His Majesty’s Governmentwill make freely available to the Italian
authorities any necessarytechnical information regarding the presentcon-
dition of the Italian cable system,and welcome the opportunity, afforded by
recentnegotiationson the subject,of resumingfull andeffective co-operation
betweenthe two countriesin matters relating to the operationof submarine
cables.

I have,&c.
ErnestBEvIN

II

TheItalian Ambassadorat London to the Secretaryof Statefor Foreign Affairs

ITALIAN EMBASSY

London, 14th June,1949

Your Excellency,

I acknowledgethe receiptof your Note of 9th June,1949, regardingItalian
submarinecables.

2. I can assureyou on behalfof the Italian Governmentthat they share
the desire of the British Governmentto place on record the terms on which
the Italian submarinecableswere handedback to the Italian Authorities con-
cernedandto theItalcable Company,andI am authorisedby my Government
to confirm the conditionsupon which the return of thesecableswaseffected:

[SeenoteI, (a), (b), (c), and(d) ofparagraph 3]

3. The Italian Governmentwish to observe that the British Government
havealready declaredthat they will makeno claim againstthem in respectof
any damagesustainedby British-ownedcablesduring thewar.

4. The Italian Governmenttake note that the British Governmentwill
make freely available to the Italian Authorities any necessarytechnical infor-
mation regardingthe presentcondition of the Italian cable system,and look
forward with pleasureto the prospectof fruitful co-operationbetweenItaly
and the United Kingdom in the matter of submarinecommunications.

I have,&c.
T. GALLARATI SCOTTI
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