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No. 1850. PARCEL POST AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE UNITED
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN
IRELAND (GOLD COAST COLONY). SIGNED AT AC-
CRA, ON 3 JUNE 1951, AND AT WASHINGTON, ON
14 JUNE 1951

The undersigned,provided with full powersby their respectiveGovern-
ments,have,by commonconsentandsubject to ratification2 by thecompetent
superiorauthorities,drawn up the following Agreement:

Article I

OBJECTOF THE AGREEMENT

The Postal Administrations of the Gold Coast Colony and the United
Statesof America (including Alaska, Puerto Rico, the Virgin Islands, Guam,
Samoa,and Hawaii) agreeto effecta regulardirect exchangeof parcelsbetween
the Gold CoastColony and the United Statesof America.

Article II

LIMITS OF WEIGHT AND SIZE

1. No parcel mayexceed22 poundsin weight, nor the following dimen-
sions: Greatestlength 3 feet6 inchesand6 feet in lengthandgirth combined.

2. As regardstheexactcalculationof theweightanddimensionsof aparcel,
the view of the dispatchingoffice shall be acceptedexcept in caseof obvious
error.

Article III

TRANSIT OF PARCELS

1. The two Administrationsguaranteethe right of transitfor parcelsover
their territory to or from anycountrywith which theyrespectivelyhaveparcel-
post communication.

I Came into force on 1 August 1951, the date settledby mutual agreement,in accordance
with articleXXXVII.

aThe following information is provided by the Departmentof State of the United Statesof
America(Treatiesand Other International Acts Series2322, p. 3, footnote 1): “Ratified by the
United StatesJune22, 1951; ratified by the Gold CoastColony Jan.2, 1952.”
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2. EachPostalAdministration shall inform the otherto which countries
parcels may be sentthrough it as intermediary,andthe amountof the charges
due to it therefor, as well asother conditionsto which the parcelsare subject.
Transit parcels shall be subject to the provisionsof this Agreementand the
Detailed Regulations’ so far as theyare applicable.

Article IV

POSTAGEAND OTHER CHARGES

1. The Administration of the country of origin is authorized to collect
from the senderof eachparcel, in accordancewith the provisions in force in
its service,the postagechargesandinsurancefees,as well as the feesfor return
receiptsand inquiries.

2. Thechargesandfeesprovidefor in Section 1 mustbepaid in advance,
savein caseof reforwardingor return of parcels.

3. No fee or postagechargeotherthanthoseprovidedfor by the present
Agreementor its Regulationsmay be collected.

Article V

CERTIFICATEOF MAILING

On request, the senderof an ordinary parcelmay obtain a certificate at
the time of mailing the parcel.Eachcountryhasthe right to collect thereforthe
fee provided for in its internal service.

Article VI

TERRITORIAL AND MARITIME CREDITS

1. The terminal credits due to the Gold Coast Colony for parcelsad-
dressedfor delivery in the serviceof its territory shall be

For parcelsnot exceeding3 pounds 45 Gold Centimes

Over 3 pounds andnot over7 pounds 65 Gold Centimes

Over7 poundsandnot over II pounds . . . 85 Gold Centimes

Over11 poundsandnotover22 pounds 1 Gold fr. 30 Gold Centimes

Seep. 110 of this volume.
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2. The territorial credit dueto the UnitedStatesof America for parcels
addressedfor delivery in the serviceof its territory shallbeas follows, computed
on the bulk net weight of eachdispatch:

Forparcelsaddressedto theUnitedStatesof America

(continent) 0.70franc per kilogram
The combinedterritorial and maritime creditsdueto the United Statesof

America for parcels addressedfor delivery in the serviceof its possessionsare
as follows

For parcelsaddressedto Alaska 2.20francsperkilogram
For parcelsaddressedto Puerto Rico, the Canal

Zoneandthe Virgin Islands 1.05 francsperkilogram
Forparcelsaddressedto Samoa,GuamandHawaii 1.85 francsperkilogram

3. In the case of insuredparcels thereshall be paid, in addition to the
ratesby weight above-mentioned,the following insuredcredits

For each insuredparcel sent to the Gold
CoastColony 10 Gold(PostalUnion) Centimes

Foreach insuredparcelsent to the United
Statesof America 10 Gold(PostalUnion) Centimes

4. EachAdministration reservesthe right to vary its territorial rates in
accordancewith any alterationsof thesechargeswhich may be decidedupon in
connectionwith its parcel-postrelationswith othercountriesgenerally.

5. Threemonths’advancenoticemustbegiven of anyincreaseor reduction
of the ratesmentionedin Sections1, 2, and 3 of this article. Such reduction
or increaseshall be effectivefor a periodof not lessthanoneyear.

Article VII
S~RATE

Eachof the two Administrationsshallbe entitled to fix the ratefor anysea

servicewhich it provides.

Article VIII
FEE FOR CLEARANCE THROUGH THE CUSTOMS

Eachof the two Administrationsmay collect, in respectof delivery to the
Customsandclearancethrough the Customs,or in respectof delivery to the
Customsonly, a fee not exceeding80 centimesper parcelor such other fee as
it may from time to time fix for similar servicesin its parcel-postrelationswith
other countriesgenerally.
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Article IX

DELIVERY TO THE ADDRESSEE — FEE FOR DELIVERY AT THE PLACE OF ADDRESS

Parcelsare deliveredto the addresseesas quickly as possiblein accordance
with the conditionsin force in the countryof destination. Eachcountrymay
collect in respectof delivery of parcels to the addresseea fee not exceeding
50 centimesper parcel. The samefee may be charged,if the casearises, for
eachpresentationafter thefirst at the addressee’sresidenceor placeof business.

Article X

CUSTOMS AND OTHER NON-POSTALCHARGES

Customschargesand all other non-postalchargesshall be paid by the
addresseesof parcels,except as provided otherwisein this Agreement.

Article XI

WAREHOUSING CHARGE

Eachof the two Administrationsmay collect anywarehousingchargefixed
by its regulationsfor a parcel which is addressed“Poste Restante”or which
is not claimedwithin the prescribedperiod.

This chargeshall in no caseexceed5 francs.

Article XII

PROHIBITIONS

1. Postal parcelsmust not contain any letter, note, or documenthaving
the characterof an actualand personalcorrespondenceor packetsof any kind
bearingan addressother than that of the addresseeof the parcel or of persons
dwelling with him.

It is, however,permissibleto enclosein a parcel an openinvoice confined
to the particulars which constitutean invoice, and also a simple copy of the
addressof the parcel.

2. It is also forbiddento enclosein a parcel:

(a) Articles which from their natureor packingmay be a sourceof danger
to the officers of the PostOffice or may soil or damageotherparcels.

(b) Explosive, inflammable, or dangeroussubstances(including loaded
metal caps,live cartridges,and matches).

(c) Living animals, except bees, leeches,and silkworms which must be
packedin suitablyconstructedboxes.
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(d) Articles the admissionof which is forbidden by law, or by the customs
or other regulations.

(e) Articles of an obsceneor immoral nature.

It is, moreover,forbiddento sendcoin, platinum, gold, or silver whether
manufacturedor unmanufactured,precious stones, jewels, or other precious
articlesin uninsured parcels.

.3. A parcelwhich hasbeenwrongly admittedto the postshall be returned
to the country of origin, unlessthe Administration of destinationis authorized
by its legislation to disposeof it otherwise.

Nevertheless,the fact that a parcel contains a letter or communications
which constitute an actual and personalcorrespondenceshall not, in any case,
entail its return to the country of origin.

4. Explosive, inflammable, or dangeroussubstancesand articles of an
obsceneor immoral natureshallnot be returnedto the countryof origin; they
shallbe disposedof by theAdministration which has found them in the mails
in accordancewith its own internal regulations.

5. If a parcel wrongly admitted to the post is neither returnedto origin
nor delivered to the addressee,theAdministrationof origin shallbe informedin
a precisemannerof the treatmentaccordedto the parcel in order that it may
take suchsteps as are necessary.

Article XIII

ADVICE OF DELIVERY

1. The sendermay obtain an advice of delivery for an insured parcel
under the conditionsprescribedfor postal packetsby the Conventionof the
Universal Postal Union.’ An advice of delivery can not be obtained for an
uninsuredparcel.

2. The Administrationof origin may collectfrom thesenderwho requests
an advice of delivery such fee as may from time to time be prescribedby its
regulations.

Article XIV

REDIRECTION

1. A parcelmay be redirectedin consequenceof the addressee’schangeof
addressin the country of destination. The administrationof destinationmay
collect the redirectionchargeprescribedby its internal regulations. Similarly,
a parcel may be redirectedfrom one of the two countrieswhich are partiesto

— 1 UnitedStatesof America: Treatiesand OtherInternationalActsSeries1850;62 Stat., pt. 3,

p. 3157.
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this Agreementto a third countryprovided that the parcel complies with the
conditionsrequiredfor its further conveyanceandprovided, asa rule, that the
extra postageis prepaidat the time of redirection or documentaryevidenceis
producedthat the addresseewill pay it.

2. Additional chargeslevied in respectof redirectionandnot paid by the
addresseeor hisrepresentativeshallnotbecancelledin caseof further redirection
or of return to origin, but shall be collected from the addresseeor from the
senderas the case may be, without prejudice to the paymentof any special
chargesincurred which the Administration of destinationdoes not agreeto
cancel.

Article XV

MISSENT PARCELS

Parcelsreceivedout of course,or wrongly allowed to be dispatched,shall
be retransmittedor returned in accordancewith the provisions of Article 1,
Section 2, and Article 15, Sections1 and 2, of the DetailedRegulations.

Article XVI

NON-DELIVERY

1. The sendermay requestat the time of posting that, if the parcel can
not be delivered asaddressed,it may be either (a) treatedas abandonedor (b)
tenderedfor delivery at a secondaddressin the country of destination. No
other alternative is admissible. If the sender avails himself of this facility,
his requestmustappearon the customsdeclarationandmust be in conformity
with or analogousto one of the following forms:

“If not deliverableas addressed,abandon.”

“If not deliverableas addressed,deliver to

2. In the absenceof a requestby the senderto the contrary,a parcelthat
can notbe deliveredshallbereturnedto the senderwithoutpreviousnotification
and at his expensethirty days after its arrival at the office of destination.

Nevertheless,a parcelwhich is definitely refusedby the addresseeshallbe
returned immediately.

3. The chargesdue on returnedundeliverableparcelsshall be recovered
in accordancewith the provisionsof Article XXXI.

Article XVII

CANCELATION OF CUSTOMSCHARGES

The customschargeson parcels sent back to the country of origin or
redirectedto anothercountryshallbe canceledboth in the Gold CoastColony
and the United Statesof America.

No. 1850
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Article XVIII

SALE — DESTRUCTION

Articles of which the early deteriorationor corruption is to be expected,
andtheseonly, may be sold immediately,evenwhen in transit on the outward
or return journey, without previous notice or judicial formality. If for any
reasona sale is impossible,the spoilt or putrid articleshall be destroyed.

Article XIX

ABANDONED PARCELS

Parcelswhich cannot be deliveredto the addresseesandwhich the senders
haveabandonedshallnot be returnedby theAdministrationof destination,but
shall be treatedin accordancewith its regulations. No claim shallbe madeby
the Administrationof destinationagainstthe Administrationof origin in respect
of such parcels.

Article XX

INQUIRIES

1. A fee not exceeding60 centimesmay be chargedfor every inquiry
concerninga parcel. A single fee may cover an inquiry concerningseveral
parcelspostedat the sametime by the samesenderto the sameaddressee.

No fee shallbe chargedif the senderhasalreadypaid thespecialfee for an

advice of delivery.

2. Inquiries shall be admitted only if made by the sender within the
period of one year from the day following the dateof posting of the parcel.

3. When an inquiry is the outcomeof an irregularityin the postalservice,
the inquiry fee shall be refunded.

Article XXI

INSUREDPARCELS — RATESAND CONDITIONS

1. Parcelsmay be insuredup to a limit of ~20 in the serviceof the Gold
CoastColony and $80.00 in the service of the United Statesof America.

2. The Administration of origin is entitled to collect from the sender
of an insuredparcelan insurancefee fixed accordingto its internal regulations.

3. A receipt mustbe given free of chargeat the time of posting, to the
senderof an insuredparcel.
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Article XXII

FRAUDULENT INSURANCE

1. The insuredvaluemay not exceedthe actualvalueof the contentsof
the parcel, but it is permitted to insureonly part of this value.

2. The fraudulent insuranceof a parcel for a sum exceedingthe actual
valueshall be subjectto any legal proceedingswhich may be admittedby the
laws of the country of origin.

3. A parcelthe contentsof which haveno pecuniaryvaluemay,however,
be insuredfor a nominalsum in orderto obtain the safeguardsof the insurance
system.

Article XXIII

RESPONSIBILITYFOR Loss, DAMAGE, OR ABSTRACTION

1. Except in the cases mentioned in the following article, the two
Administrations shall be responsiblefor the loss of insured parcels only and
for the loss, damage,or abstractionof their contentsor of a part thereof.

The senderof other rightful claimant is entitled under this headto com-
pensationcorrespondingto the actualamountof the loss, damage,or abstraction.

The amount of compensationfor an insuredparcel shall not exceedthe
amount for which it wasinsured.

In caseswhere theloss, damage,or abstractionoccursin the serviceof the
country of destination,the Administration of destinationmay pay compensation
to the addresseeat its own expenseandwithout consulting the Administration
of origin, providedthat theaddresseecanprove that the senderhaswaivedhis
rights in the addressee’sfavor.

2. In calculatingthe amount of compensation,indirect loss, or loss of
profits shall not be takeninto consideration.

3. Compensationshallbe calculatedon the currentpriceof goodsof the
samenatureat the place andtime at which the goodswereacceptedfor trans-
mission or, in the absenceof currentprice, at the ordinaryestimatedvalue.

4. Where compensationis due for the loss, destruction,or complete
damageof aninsuredparcel or for the abstractionof the whole of the contents,
the senderis entitled to the returnof the postagealso. However, in the case
of parcelsmailed in the United Statesof America, the postageis returnedonly
if claimed.

5. In all casesinsurancefees shall be retained by the Administrations
concerned.
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6. In the absenceof specialagreementto the contrarybetweenthe coun-
triesinvolved, which agreementmay be madeby correspondence,no indemnity
will be paid by either country for the loss of transit insuredparcels;that is,
parcelsoriginating in a countrynot participatingin this Agreementanddestined
for oneof the two contractingcountriesor parcelsoriginating in oneof the two
contracting countries and destined for a country not participating in this
Agreement.

7. When an insuredparcel originating in one countryanddestinedto be
deliveredin the other country is reforwardedfrom thereto a third country or
is returnedto a third country, at the requestof the senderor of the addressee,
the party entitled to the indemnity in caseof loss, rifling, or damageoccurring
subsequentto the reforwardingor returnof the parcel by the original country
of destination, can lay claim, in such a case, only to the indemnity which
the country where the loss, rifling, or damageoccurred consentsto pay, or
which that country is obliged to pay in accordancewith the agreementmade
betweenthe countriesdirectly interestedin the reforwardingor return. Either
of the two countriessigning the presentAgreementwhich wrongly forwards
an insuredparcelsto a third country is responsibleto the senderto the same
extentasthe countryof origin; that is, within the limits of the presentAgreement.

Article XXIV

EXCEPTIONS TO THE PRINCIPLE OF RESPONSIBILITY

The two Administrationsshall be relieved from all responsibility:

(a) In casesbeyondcontrol (force majeure).
(b) When, their responsibilitynot havingbeenprovedotherwise, they are

unable to account for parcels in consequenceof the destruction of official
documentsthrough a causebeyond control (force majeure).
• (c) When the damagehas beencausedby the fault or negligenceof the

sender,or when it arisesfrom the nature of the article.

(d) For parcels the contentsof which fall under the ban of one of the
prohibitions mentionedin Article XII.

(e) For parcelswhich havebeenfraudulentlyinsuredfor asum exceeding
the actualvalueof the contents,or for parcels seizedby the Customsfor false
declarationof contents.

(f) In respectof parcelsregardingwhich the senderhasnot madeinquiry
within the period prescribedby Article XX.

(g) In respectof any parcels containingpreciousstones,jewelry, or any
article of gold, silver, or platinum exceeding1,250 francs in value not packed
in a box of thesizeprescribedby Article 6, Section3, of the DetailedRegulations.
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(Ii) For parcels which contain matter of no intrinsic value or perishable
matter, or which did not conform to the stipulations of this Agreement,or
which were not posted in the mannerprescribed;but the country responsible
for the loss, rifling, or damagemay pay indemnity in respectof such parcels
without recourseto the otherAdministration.

Article XXV

TERMINATION OF RESPONSIBILITY

The two Administrations shall ceaseto be responsiblefor parcels which
havebeendeliveredin accordancewith their internal regulationsandof which
the ownersor their agentshaveaccepteddelivery without reservation.

Article XXVI

PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION

The payment of compensationshall be undertakenby the Administration
of origin exceptin thecasesindicatedin Article XXIII, Section1, wherepayment
is made by the Administration of destination. The Administration of origin
may, however,after obtainingthesender’sconsentauthorizethe Administration
of destinationto settlewith the addressee. The payingAdministration retains
the right to makea claim againstthe Administration responsible.

Article XXVII

PERIODFOR PAYMENT OF COMPENSATION

1. Compensationshallbe paid assoonaspossibleand,at the latest,within
oneyear from the day following the dateof the inquiry.

2. The Administration responsiblefor making paymentis authorizedto
settlewith the claimant on behalfof the otherAdministration if the latter, after
beingduly informedof the application,haslet nine monthspasswithout giving
a decisionin the matter.

3. TheAdministrationresponsiblefor makingpaymentmay,exceptionally,
postponeit beyondthe period of one year when a decisionhas not yet been
reachedupon the questionwhetherthe loss, damage,or abstractionis dueto a
causebeyondcontrol.

Article XXVIII

INCIDENCE OF COST OF COMPENSATION

1. Until the contraryis provedresponsibilityshall restwith the Adminis-
tration which, having receivedthe parcelfrom the otherAdministrationwithout
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making any reservationand having been furnishedwith all the particularsfor
investigation prescribed by the regulations, cannot establish either proper
delivery to the addresseeor his agent, or other properdisposalof the parcel.

2. Whenthe loss, rifling, or damageof an insuredparcelis detectedupon
opening the receptacleat the receiving exchangeoffice and has beenregularly
pointed out to the dispatchingexchangeoffice, the responsibility falls on the
Administration to which the latter office belongs,unlessit be proved that the
irregularity occurredin the serviceof the receivingAdministration.

3. If, in the caseof a parcel dispatchedfrom oneof the two countriesfor
delivery in the other, the loss, damage,or abstractionhas occurredin course
of conveyancewithout it being possibleto provein the serviceof which country
the irregularity took place, the two Administrations shall bear the amount of
compensationin equalshares.

4. By paying compensationthe Administration concernedtakesover, to
the extentof the amountpaid, the rights of thepersonwho has receivedcorn-
pensation in any actionwhich may be taken againstthe addressee,the sender,
or a third party.

5. If a parcel which has beenregardedas lost is subsequentlyfound, in
whole or in part, the personto whom compensationhasbeenpaid shall be in-
formed that he is at liberty to take possessionof the parcel againstrepayment
of the amount paid as compensation.

Article XXIX

REPAYMENT OF THE COMPENSATION TO THE ADMINISTRATION OF ORIGIN

1. The Administration responsibleandon whoseaccountthe paymentis
madein accordancewith Article XXVI is bound to repay the amount of the
compensationwithin a periodof six monthsafter notification of payment. The
amount shall be recoveredfrom the Administration responsiblethrough the
accountsprovided for in Article 21 of the DetailedRegulations.

2. The Administration whose responsibility is duly proved and which
originally declinedto pay compensationis bound to bear all the additional
chargesresulting from the unwarranteddelayin payment.

Article XXX

CREDITSFOR CONVEYANCE

For each parcel dispatchedfrom one of the two countriesfor delivery in
the other, the dispatchingoffice shallallow to the office of destinationthe rates
which accrueto it by virtue of the provisionsof Articles VI andVII.
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For eachparceldispatchedfrom oneof the two countriesin transit through
the other, the dispatchingoffice shall allow to the otheroffice the ratesduefor
the conveyanceand insuranceof the parcel.

Article XXXI

CLAIMS IN CASE OF REDIRECTION OR RETURN

In caseof the redirection or of the return of a parcel from one country
to the other, the retransmitting Administration shall claim from the other
Administration the chargesdue to it and to any other Administration taking
part in the redirectionor return. The claim shall be madeon the parcel bill
relating to the mail in which the parcel is forwarded.

Article XXXII

CHARGEFOR REDIRECTION IN THE COUNTRY OF DESTINATION

In caseof further redirection or of return to the country of origin, the
redirection chargeprescribedby Article XIV, Section 1, shall accrue to the
country which redirectedthe parcel within its own territory.

Article XXXIII

MISCELLANEOUS FEES

The following fees shall be retained in full by the Administration which
has collected them :—

(a) The fee for advice of delivery referred to in Article XIII.

(b) The inquiry fee referred to in Article XX, Section 1.
(c) The fee for customsclearancereferredto in Article VIII.
(d) The delivery fee referredto in Article IX.

Article XXXIV

INSURANCE FEE

EachAdministration shall retain for itself the insurancefee payable on

insuredparcels.

Article XXXV

RECALL AND CHANGE OF ADDRESS

So long as a parcel has not beendelivered to the addressee,the sender
may recall it or causeits addressto be altered. The PostalAdministration of
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the country of origin may collect and retain for the service, the chargefixed
by its internal regulations. The requestfor recall or changeof addressof
parcelsto be delivered in the United Statesof America shallbe addressedto
the CentralAdministrationat Washington;thoserelatingto parcelsfor delivery
in the Gold CoastColony shall be addressedto the PostmasterGeneral, Gold
Coast.

Article XXXVI

MISCELLANEOUS PROVISIONS

1. The francsandcentimesmentionedin this Agreementaregold francs
and centimesas defined in the UniversalPostalUnion Convention.

2. Parcelsshall not be subjectedto any postal chargesother than those
contemplatedin this Agreementexcept by mutual consent of the two Ad-
ministrations.

3. In extraordinarycircumstances,eitherAdministrationmay temporarily
suspendthe parcel post, either entirely or partially, on condition of giving
immediatenotice, if necessaryby telegraph,to the other Administration.

4. The two Administrations have drawn up the following Detailed
Regulationsfor insuring the execution of the present Agreement. Further
mattersof detail not inconsistentwith the generalprovisionsof this Agreement
andnot providedfor in the DetailedRegulationsmay be arrangedfrom time to
time by mutual consent.

5. The internal regulationsof the Gold Coast Colony and the United
Statesof America shall remain applicable as regardseverythingnot provided
for by the stipulationscontainedin thepresentAgreementand in the Detailed
Regulationsfor its execution.

Article XXXVII

ENTRY INTO FORCEAND DURATION OF THE AGREEMENT

1. This Agreementsubstitutesand abrogatesthe ParcelPost Agreement
signed at Accra the sixth day of March 1929 and at Washington the second
day of April 1929.’

2. It shall becomeeffective and may be put into force administratively
on a dateto be mutually settledbetweenthe PostalAdministrationsof the two
countries.

• 1 Leagueof Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. XCIV, p. 17.
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• 3. It shall remain in force until terminatedby mutual agreementor an-
nulled at the instanceof the PostalAdministration of either country, upon six
monthsprevious notice given to the other. Eachof the two Administrations
is authorizedto discontinuewholly, or partially, the service of insuredparcels
or to restrictit to certain offices, if specialreasonsmakethat measurenecessary,
on the condition that the other Administration is so advised in advance. If
needbe, the notification thereofmustbe by the most rapid means.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,duly authorizedfor that purpose,
havesigned the presentAgreementand haveaffixed their sealsthereto.

DONE in duplicateand signed at Washington,the fourteenthday of June
1951, and at Accra, the third day of June, 1951

[SEAL] • J. M. DONALDSON

The PostmasterGeneral
of the UnitedStatesof America

R. E. G. WILKINS
The PostmasterGeneral

of the Gold CoastColony
On behalfof the Government

of the Gold CoastColony
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DETAILED REGULATIONS’ FOR CARRYING OUT THE
PARCEL POST AGREEMENT2. SIGNED AT ACCRA,
ON 3 JUNE 1951, AND AT WASHINGTON, ON
14 JUNE 1951

Article 1

CIRCULATION

1. EachAdministration shall forward by the routes andmeanswhich it
usesfor its own parcels,parcelsdelivered to it by the otherAdministration for
conveyancein transit through its territory.

2. Missent parcelsshall be retransmittedto their proper destinationby
themostdirect routeat thedisposalof the office retransmittingthem. Insured
parcels,when missent,may not be reforwardedto their destinationexcept as
insuredmail. If this is impossible,they mustbe returnedto origin.

Article 2

METHOD OF TRANSMISSION — PROVISION OF BAGS

1. The exchangeof parcelsbetweenthe two countriesshall be effected
by the offices appointedby agreementbetweenthe two Administrations.

2. Parcelsshall be exchangedbetweenthe two countries in bags duly
fastenedand sealed.

In the absenceof any arrangementto the contrary, the transmissionof
parcelsdispatchedby one of the two contractingcountriesin transit through
the other shallbe effecteda découvert.

3. A label showingtheoffice of exchangeof origin andtheoffice of exchange
of destinationshall be attachedto the neckof eachbag,the numberof parcels
containedin the bag being indicatedon the backof the label.

4. The bag containing the parcel bill and other documentsshall be
distinctively labeled.

5. Insuredparcelsshallbeforwardedinseparatebagsfrom ordinaryparcels.
The necklabel attachedto any bagcontaining insuredparcelsshall be marked

1 Cameinto forceon 1 August1951, thedateof entryinto force of the Parcel Post Agreement,
in accordancewith article23.

~Seep. 82 of this volume.
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with any distinctivesymbol that may from time to time be agreedupon by the
two Administrations.

6. The weight of any bag of parcelsshall not exceed36 kilograms (80
poundsavoirdupois).

7. The PostalAdministrationsof the Gold CoastColony and the United
Statesof America shall provide the respectivebagsnecessaryfor the dispatch
of their parcelsand eachbag shall be markedto show the name of the office
or country to which it belongs.

8. Bagsmustbe returnedempty to the dispatchingoffice by the next mail.
Empty bagsto be returnedare to be madeup in bundlesof ten,enclosingnine
bags in one. The numberof bags so forwarded shall be advised on a parcel
bill, which shall be separatefrom the bills for advisingparcelsand shall be
numberedin a separateannualseries.

9. EachAdministration shall be requiredto makegood the valueof any
bagswhich it fails to return.

Article 3

INFORMATION TO BE FURNISHED

1. EachAdministration shall communicateto the other Administration
all necessaryinformation on points of detail in connectionwith the exchange
of parcelsbetweenthe two Administrationsand also

(a) The namesof the countries to which it can forward parcelshanded
over to it.

(b) The routes availablefor the transmissionof the said parcelsfrom the
point of entry into its territory or into its service.

(c) The total amount to be creditedto it by the otherAdministration for
eachdestination.

(d) Thenumberof customsdeclarationswhichmustaccompanyeachparcel.

(e) Any othernecessaryinformation.

2. EachAdministrationshall makeknown to the other the namesof the
countriesto which it intendsto sendparcelsin transit through the other.

Article 4

FIXING OF EQUIVALENTS

In fixing the chargesfor parcels,either Administration shall be at liberty
to adoptsuchapproximateequivalentsas maybeconvenientin its own currency.
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Article 5

MAKE-UP OF PARCELS

Every parcel shall—
(a) Beartheexactaddressof theaddresseein romancharacters. Addresses

in pencil shallnot be allowedexceptthat parcelsbearingaddresseswritten with
indelible pencil on a surface previously dampenedshall be accepted. The
addressshallbe written on the parcelitself or on a label so firmly attachedto it
that it can not becomedetached. The senderof a parcel shall be advisedto
enclosein the parcel a copy of the addresstogetherwith a note of his own
address.

(b) Be packedin a manneradequatefor the length of the journey andfor
the protectionof the contents.

Articles liable to injure officersof the PostOffice or to damageotherparcels
shall be so packedas to preventany risk.

Article 6

SPECIAL PACKING

1. Liquids and substanceswhich easily liquefy shall be packed in two
receptacles. Betweenthe first receptacle(bottle, flask, pot, box, etc.) and the
second(box of metal or of stoutwood, or strong fiberboardof equalstrength)
shall be left a spacewhich shall be filled with sawdust,bran, or some other
absorbentmaterialin sufficient quantityto absorball the liquid contentsin the
caseof breakage.

2. Dry coloringpowderssuchas aniline blue, etc.,shallbe admittedonly
if enclosedin stout metal boxesplaced inside a suitablecover with sufficient
packing materialbetweenthe two receptacles.

3. Every parcelcontainingpreciousstones,jewelry, or any articleof gold,
silver, or platinum exceeding1,250 francs in value shall be packedin a box
measuringnot less than 3 feet 6 inches (1.05 meters) in length and girth
combined.

Article 7

CUSTOMS DECLARATIONS

1. The sendershallprepareone customsdeclarationfor eachparcel sent
from either country, upon a form provided for the purpose, which customs
declarationshall give a generaldescriptionof the parcel,an accuratestatement
in detail of its contentsand value, date of mailing, numberof rates prepaid,
the sender’snameandaddress,and thenameandaddressof the addressee,and
shall be securelyattachedto the parcel.
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2. The two Administrations accept no responsibility in respectof the
accuracyof customsdeclarations.

Article 8

ADVICE OF DELIVERY

1. Insured parcels of which the sendersask for an advice of delivery
shall be very prominently marked “Advice of Delivery” or “A. R.”.

2. Suchparcelsshall be accompaniedby a form similar to that annexed
to the DetailedRegulationsof the Conventionof the UniversalPostal Union.
This adviceof delivery form shallbe preparedby the office of origin or by any
otherofficeappointedby theAdministrationof origin andshall befirmly attached
to the parcel to which it relates. If it doesnot reachthe office of destination,
that office shallmakeout officially a new advice of delivery form.

3. The office of destination, after having duly filled out the form, shall
returnit, by ordinary post, unenclosedandfree of postageto the addressof the
senderof the parcel.

4. When the sender makes inquiry concerning an advice of delivery
which has not been returnedto him after a reasonableinterval, actionshall be
taken in accordancewith the rules laid down in Article 9 following. In that
case a secondfee shall not be charged,and the office of origin shall enterthe
words “ Duplicateadvice of delivery” at the top of the form.

Article 9

ADVICE OF DELIVERY APPLIED FOR AFTER POSTING

When the senderappliesfor an advice of delivery after an insured parcel
has been posted, the office of origin or any other office appointed by the
Administrationof origin shall fill out an advice of delivery form andshallattach
it to a form of inquiry.

The form of inquiry accompaniedby the advice of delivery form shall be
handledthe sameas provided in the Detailed Regulationsof the Convention
of theUniversalPostalUnion for similar forms. In the caseof the duedelivery
of the parcel,the office of destinationshall withdraw the form of inquiry and
shall returnthe adviceof deliveryform in the mannerprescribedin paragraph3
of the precedingarticle.

Article 10

INDICATION OF INSUREDVALUE

Every insured parcel and the relative customsdeclarationshall bear an
indicationof theinsuredvaluein the currencyof thecountryof origin. Themdi-
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cationmadein ink or on thetypewriter shallbe in both words andfigures. N~
alterationor erasureof the indication on the customsdeclarationis allowed;
if anerroris madea freshcustomsdeclarationmustbe prepared. The amount
of the insuredvalueshallbe convertedinto gold francs by the Administration
of origin. The result of the conversionshallbe indicatedin ink by new words
andfiguresplacedbesideor below thoserepresentingthe amountof the insured
value in the currencyof the countryof origin.

Article 11

INSURANCE NUMBERS, LABELS, SEALS

1. Eachinsuredparcelmustbe markedor labeledor stamped“Insured”
in a conspicuousmanneron the addressside, and in close proximity to such
endorsementthere must appearthe insurancenumbergiven the parcel. The
customsdeclaration, if not gummed to the parcel, must also be marked or
labeledor stamped“Insured.”

2. The wax or otherseals,the labels of whateverkind, and any postage
stampsaffixed to insuredparcelsshall be so spacedthat they cannotconceal
injuries to the cover. Moreover, the labels and postagestamps,if any, shall
not be folded over two sidesof the cover so as to hide the edge.

Article 12

SEALING OF PARCELS

Ordinary parcelsmay be sealedat the option of the sendersor careful
tying is sufficient as a mode of closing.

Every insuredparcel shall be sealedby meansof wax or by leador other
seals,the seals being sufficient in number to renderit impossibleto tamper
with the contentswithout leaving an obvious trace of violation. Either Ad-
ministrationmay require a specialdesignor mark of the senderon the sealing
of insuredparcelsmailed in its service, as a meansof protection.

The CustomsAdministrationof the countryof destinationis authorizedto
open the parcels. To that end, the sealsor other fasteningsmay be broken.
Parcelsopenedby the Customsmust be refastenedand also officially resealed.
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Article 13

INDICATION OF WEIGHT OF INSURED PARCELS

The exact weight of each insuredparcel in poundsand ouncesshall be
enteredby theAdministrationof origin on the customsdeclarations,in the place
reservedfor this purpose.

Article 14

PLACE OF POSTING

Eachparcelandtherelativecustomsdeclarationas well shallbearthe name
of the office and the dateof posing.

Article 15

RETRANSMISSION

1. The Administration, retransmitting a missent parcel shall not levy
customsor other non-postalchargesupon it.

When an Administration returnssuch a parcel to the country from which
it hasbeendirectly received,it shall refund the credits receivedandreportthe
error by meansof a verification note.

In othercases,and if the amount creditedto it is insufficient to cover the
expensesof retransmissionwhich it has to defray, the retransmittingAdminis-
tration shall allow to the Administration to which it forwards the parcel, the
credits due for onwardconveyance;it shall then recoverthe amount of the
deficiency by claiming it from the office of exchangefrom which the missent
parcel wasdirectly received. The reasonfor this claim shall be notified to the
latter by meansof a verification note.

2. When a parcel has been wrongly allowed to be dispatchedin conse-
quenceof an error attributableto the postalserviceandhas,for this reason,to
be returnedto thecountryof origin, the Administrationwhich sendsthe parcel
back shall allow to the Administration from which it was receivedthe sums
credited in respectof it.

3. The chargeson a parcel redirected,in consequenceof the removalof
the addresseeor of an error on the part of the sender,to a countrywith which
the Gold CoastColony or the United Statesof America has parcel-postcom-
munication shall be claimed from the Administration to which the parcel is
forwarded,unlessthe chargefor conveyanceis paid at the time of redirection,
in which casethe parcel shallbe dealtwith as if it had beenaddresseddirectly
from the retransmittingcountry to the new country of destination. In case
the third country to which the parcelis forwardedrefusesto assumethe charges
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becausethey can not be collectedfrom the senderof the addressee,as the case
maybe, or for any other reason,they shall be chargedbackto the countryof
origin.

4. A parcel which is redirected shall be retransmittedin its original
packingand shall be accompaniedby the original customsdeclaration. If the
parcel,for any reasonwhatsoever,hasto be repackedor if the original customs
declarationhasto be replacedby a substitutedeclaration,the nameof theoffice
of origin of the parcel andthe original serialnumberand, if possible,the date
of postingat that office shallbe enteredboth on the parcel andon the customs
declaration.

Article 16

RETURN OF UNDELIVERABLE PARCELS

1. If the senderof an undeliverableparcelhasmadearequestnotprovided
for by Article XVI, Section 1, of the Agreement, the Administration of desti-
nation neednot comply with it but may returntheparcelto thecountryof origin,
after retention for the prescribedperiod.

• 2. The Administrationwhich returnsa parcelto the sendershall indicate
clearly and conciselyon the parcel andon the relative customsdeclarationthe
causeof non-delivery. This information may be furnishedin manuscriptor
by meansof a stampedimpressionor label. The original customsdeclaration
belonging to the returned parcel must be sent back to the country of origin
with the parcel.

3. A parcelto be returnedto thesenderasundeliverableshallbe entered
on the parcel bill with the word “Rebut” in the “Observations” colunm.
It shallbe dealtwith andchargedlike a parcelredirectedin consequenceof the
removalof the addressee.

Article 17

SALE — DESTRUCTION

1. Whenan insuredparcel hasbeensold or destroyedin accordancewith
the provisions of Article XVIII of the Agreement,a report of the sale or
destruction shall be prepared,a copy of which shall be transmitted to the
Administrationof origin.

2. The proceedsof the saleshallbe usedin the first placeto defray the
chargesupon the parcel.
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Article 18

INQUIRIES CONCERNING PARCELS

For inquiries concerningparcels,which have not been returned,a form
shallbe usedsimilar to the specimenannexedto the DetailedRegulationsof the
ParcelPostAgreementof the UniversalPostal Union. Theseforms shall be
forwarded to the offices appointedby the two Administrations to deal with
them and they shall be dealt with in the mannermutually arrangedbetween
the two Administrations.

Article 19

PARCEL BILL

I. Separateparcel bills mustbe preparedfor the ordinary parcelson the
one handandfor the insuredparcelson the otherhand. The parcel bills are
preparedin duplicate. The original is sent in the regular mails, while the
duplicateis enclosedin oneof thebags. The bagcontaining the parcelbill is
designatedwith the word “Bill” tracedin a conspicuousmanneron the label.

2. Ordinaryparcelssentto the Gold CoastColony shall be enteredon the
parcel bills to show their total numberaccordingto the following divisions of
weight: (a) up to 3 pounds, (b) from 3 to 7 pounds,(c) from 7 to 11 pounds,
and (d) from 11 to 22 pounds. Ordinary parcelssentto the UnitedStatesshall
be enteredon the parcelbills to show thetotal numberof parcelsandthe total
net weight thereof.

3. Insuredparcels,sentfrom either country, shallbe enteredindividually
on the parcel bills to show the insurancenumberandthe nameof the office of
origin. In the caseof insured parcelsfor the United Statesof America, the
total net weightof the parcelsmustalso be shown;in thecaseof insuredparcels
for the Gold CoastColony, the divisions of weight mustbe shownthe sameas
in the caseof ordinary parcels.

4. Parcelssent a découvertmust be enteredseparately.

5. In the caseof returned or redirectedparcelsthe word “ Returned”
or “ Redirected,” as the casemay be, mustbe enteredon the bill againstthe
individual entry. A statementof the chargeswhichmay bedueon theseparcels
should be shown in the “Observations” column.

6. The total number of bags comprising each dispatch must also be
shown on the parcel bill.

7. Eachdispatchingoffice of exchangeshall number the parcel bills in
the top left-hand cornerin an annualseriesfor eachoffice of exchangeof desti-
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nation and,as far as possible,shallenterbelow thenumberthenameof the ship
conveyingthe mail. A note of thelastnumberof the yearshallbemadeon the
first parcelbill of the following year.

Article 20

CHECK BY OFFICES OF EXCHANGE— NOTIFICATION OF IRREGULARITIES

1. On the receiptof a mail, whetherof parcelsor of empty bags,the office
of exchangeshallcheckthe parcelsandthe variousdocumentswhich accompany
them, or the empty bagsas the casemay be, againstthe particularsenteredon
the relative parcel bill and, if necessary,shall report missing articlesor other
irregularitiesby meansof a verification note.

2. Any discrepanciesin the creditsandaccountingshallbe notified to the
dispatchingoffice of exchangeby verification note. The acceptedverification
notesshall be attachedto the parcel bills to which they relate. Corrections
madeon parcel bills not supportedby vouchersshall not be consideredvalid.

Article 21

ACCOUNTING FOR CREDITS

1. Each Administration shall cause each of its offices of exchangeto
preparemonthly for all the parcel mails dispatchedto it during the month by
eachof the offices of exchangeof the other Administration a statementof the
total amountsenteredon the parcel bills, whetherto its credit or to its debit.

2. Thesestatementsshall be afterwardssummarizedby the sameAd-
ministrationsin quarterlyaccountswhichshallbeforwardedto thecorresponding
Administration in the courseof the quarter following that to which it relates.

3. The recapitulation,transmission,examination,and acceptanceof these
accountsmustnot be delayed. After acceptance,the accountsshall be sum-
marizedin a quarterlygeneralaccountpreparedby the Administrationto which
thebalanceis dueandthepaymentof the balanceshall takeplace,at the lastest,
at the expiration of the following quarter. After the expiration of this term,
the sumsduefrom oneAdministration to the othershallbearinterestat the rate
of 5 percentperannumto be reckonedfrom the dateof expiration of the said
term. The balancedue mustbe paid by sight draft drawnon New York, or by
someother meansmutually agreedupon by correspondence.
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Article 22

INFORMATION

EachAdministrationshall furnish the otherAdministrationwith all neces-
saryinformation on pointsof detail in connectionwith the work of the service.

Article 23

ENTRY INTO FORCEAND DURATION OF THE DETAILED REGULATIONS

The presentDetailed Regulationsshall come into force on the day on
which the ParcelPost Agreementcomesinto force and shall havethe same
duration as the Agreement. The Administrations concernedshall, however,
havethe power by mutual consentto modify the details from time to time.

DONE in duplicateand signedat Washington,the 14th day of June1951,
and at Accra, the 3rd day of June 1951.

[SEAL] J. M. DONALDSON
The PostmasterGeneral

of the United Statesof America

R. E. G. WILKINS
ThePostmasterGeneral

of the Gold CoastColony
On behalfof the Government

of the Gold CoastColony
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