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No. 1866. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND PANAMA RELATING TO A CHANGE
IN ALIGNMENT OF THE COLON CORRIDOR AND
CERTAIN CHANGES IN THE BOUNDARY BETWEEN
PANAMA AND THE CANAL ZONE. PANAMA, 26 MAY
1947

I

The AmericanAmbassqdorto the PanamanianMinister ofForeign Relations

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

No. 417
Panama,R.P., May 26, 1947

Excellency

I havethe honor to refer to Article VIII of the GeneralTreaty of March 2,
1936,2betweentheUnited Statesof AmericaandPanama,andto recall to Your
Excellency’s attention the fact when the Trans-IsthmianHighway was built
betweenthe boundaryof the Canal Zone and the Republic of Panamanear
CativaandRandolphRoada changeof alignmentof theTrans-IsthmianHighway
wasmadefor engineeringpurposeswith the result that at the presenttime the
location of the Trans-Isthmian Highway differs from that of the corridor
establishedby said Article VIII in that area.

In orderthat the Governmentof Panamamay proceedwith the completion
of the Colon Corridor from RandolphRoad to the City of Colon, and benefit
by the availability of the equipmentwhich is now being usedon the project of
filling certainswampareasin the City of Colon,the Governmentof the United
Statesof America proposesthat, by way of modusvivendipendingthe coming
into force or appropriateprovisionseffecting necessarymodifications in existing
treatiesor conventionsbetweenthetwo countries,it be mutually agreedby and
betweenthe Governmentof the United Statesof America and the Govern-
ment of Panamaas follows:

(a) That betweenthe boundarynearCativa andthe RandolphRoadover-
passthe ColOn Corridor location will be alteredto conform to that shown on
Exhibit C1 of the Public Roads Administration(August 6, 1946, P. C. Drwg.
No. V. F. 933-7C).

‘Came into force on 26 May 1947, by the exchangeof the said notes.
‘League of Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. CC, p. 17.
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(b) That the RandolphRoad overpasswill be constructedin substantial
conformity with the plans for such constructionset forth in Exhibit F of the
Public RoadsAdministration(August 6, 1946, P.C. Drwg. No. V. F. 933-7F).

(c) That at the RandolphRoadoverpassthe corridorwill be no wider than
is necessaryto include the viaduct andrampsandwill not include any part of
RandolphRoad proper or of the railroad right-of-way.

(d) That between the Randolph Road overpassand the boundary line
betweenthe City of ColOn and the Canal Zone the corridor location will be
alteredto conformto that shownon Exhibit B of the Public RoadsAdministra-
tion (August6, 1946,P. C. Drwg. No. V. F. 933-7B). As so shownthecorridor
will endat its intersectionwith the City of ColOn-CanalZoneboundaryat mean
low water line near BoundaryStreet.

(e) That between the Randolph Road overpassand the boundary line
betweenthe City of ColOn and theCanalZonethe corridor road, including the
storm andsanitaryseweragefacilities madenecessaryby suchroad,will be con-
structed,by or at the expenseof the Governmentof Panama,in substantialcon-
formity with theplansfor suchconstructionsetforth in Exhibit E of the Public
Roads Administration (August 6, 1946, P. C. Drwg. No. V. F. 933-7E), as
supplementedand modified by Exhibit B of The PanamaCanal.

(f) That the Governmentof Panamawill at all times maintain in good
structuralcondition the drainagefacilities throughthe fills constructedfor the
csrridor road.

(g) That the right of the United Statesof America, underArticle VIII of
the GeneralTreaty of 1936, of travel along the corridor,subjectto suchtraffic
regulationsas may beestablishedby the Governmentof Panama,will extendand
apply to the Colon entranceto the corridor, which, in view of the boundary
changereferredto in paragraph(i) hereof, will not form a part of the corridor.

(h) That the two Governmentswill, as soonas possible,formally enterinto
a suitable convention amendingArticle VIII of the GeneralTreaty in such
manneras to alter the descriptionof the corridor in the mannerhereinbefore
provided, andto include in substancethe provisionsof paragraphs(f) and (g)
hereof.

(i) That the two Governmentswill, assoonas possible,formally enterinto
asuitableconvention,amendingArticle V of theBoundaryConventionconcluded
on September2, 1914,2 in such manneras to revise that portion of the City

‘The following information is provided by the Departmentof Stateof the UnitedStatesof
America (Treaties and Other International Acts Series 2029, p. 1, footnote 2): The exhibits
referred to in this exchangeof notesare not printed. Copiesof theseexhibits asreceivedfrom
theAmerican Embassywith a certifiedcopy of this note are depositedwith the Agreementin the
archivesof theDepartmentof State wheretheyare availablefor reference.”

2 United Statesof America, Treaty Series 610, 38 Stat. 1893; and De Martens, Nouveau
RecuellgEneral de TraitEs, 3~mesérie, tome IX, p. 4.
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of Colón-CanalZoneboundaryline which extendsfrom the end of the corridor,
as hereinprovided for, to SixteenthStreet, in conformity with the boundary
revisions proposedby the Public Roads Administration and shown on its
Exhibit A (August6, 1946, P. C. Drwg. No. V. F. 933-7A). The convention
will accord to the United Statesthe right to construct highwaysconnecting
Bolivar Highway andthe highway forming the Colon entranceto the corridor,
such as the connectinghighwaysoutlined on Exhibit A of the Public Roads
Administration. This paragraphand paragraphs(j) and (k) hereof shall be
operativeonly in theeventthat the ColOn entranceto the corridor is constructed
in substantialconformitywith Exhibits A andE of thePublic RoadsAdministra-
tion (August 6, 1946, P. C. Drwg. No. V. F. 933-7A and E).

(j) That the two Governmentswill, in the proposedconvention referred
to in paragraph(i) hereof, further amendArticle V of theBoundaryConvention
of 1914, in such manneras to revisethat portion of the City of ColOn-Canal
Zone boundary line which extendsfrom Sixteenth Street in a northwesterly
direction to the centerline of Bolivar Avenue, in conformity with the boundary
revision proposedby The PanamaCanal and marked on a copy of Panama
CanalDrawingNo. X-6ll3-53 datedJuly 6, 1945,whichcopy is markedPanama
Canal Exhibit A.

(k) That the two Governmentswill, in the proposedconventionreferred
to in paragraphs(i) and (j) hereof, provide in substance,first, that the tracts
of land transferredfrom the City of Colon to the CanalZone, in consequence
of theboundarychangesprovidedfor in said paragraphs(i) and (j), shallbecome
parts of the CanalZonein the samemanneras thoughthey had beenincluded
within thegrantscontainedin the Conventionof November18, l9O3,~between
the two Governments,andthat the Governmentof Panamaundertakesthat no
private titles exist in and to such tractsof land; and,second,in respectto the
tracts of land transferredfrom the Canal Zone to the City of Colon in con-
sequenceof theboundarychangesagreedupon, the Governmentof the United
Statesof America undertakesthat no private titles exist in and to such tracts
of land.

(1) That the portion of theBoyd-RooseveltHighway known asthe Madden
DamBypassRoadis understoodandagreedto form apartof theTrans-Isthmian
Highway under the terms of the Trans-Isthmian Highway Convention of
March 2, 1936,2 and that such agreementwill be included in the proposed
convention referredto in paragraph(m) hereof.

(m) Referring to the severalareasin the Rio Madronal-Roquesectionof
the Trans-Isthmian (Boyd-Roosevelt)Highway wherein the highway passes
through CanalZoneterritory, including the sectionof the highwaybetweenthe
QuebradaMadronalandthe QuebradaMoja Molla, the sectionof the highway

‘DeMartens, NouveauRecueilgeneralde Traitis, 2eme série, tomeXXXI, p. 599.
‘League of Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. CC, p. 205.
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crossingtheAguaBenditaandChilibre Rivers,andthe Roqueoverpasswhereby
such highway crossesthe Madden Dam Corridor; and referring to the area
wherein such highway passesthrough Canal Zone territory in crossingthe
Gatun River: — That the two Governmentswill, assoonaspossible,formally
enter into a suitable convention whereby the United Statesof America will
transferto the Republic of Panamajurisdiction over suitablecorridors, subject
to termssimilar to thosecontainedin Article:VHI of the GeneralTreatyof 1936,
as herein agreedto be amended,in order.that.the aforementionedsectionsof
the Trans-IsthmianHighway shall be *ittii.i~ the jurisdication of the Republic
of Panama. In the caseof the Roqueoverpassthe corridor will be no wider
than is necessaryto include the viaduct and approaches,and will not include
any part of MaddenRoad proper. In all caseswhereinthe aforesaidcorridors
traversewaterways,the corridors will not include any part of suchwaterways.

(n) That the right of the United Statesof America,under Article VII of
the Trans-IsthmianHighway Conventionof 1936, to enjoy equally the use of
the portions of the Trans-IsthmianHighway within the jurisdiction of the
Republic of Panama,subject to the laws and regulationsrelating to vehicular
traffic in force in the Republicof Panama,shall extendandapply to the portion
of the Boyd-RooseveltHighway betweenthe Roque overpassand the City of
Panama.

(o) That the provisions of this agreementshall not affect the rights and
obligationsof the two Governmentsundertreatiesandconventionsnow in force
betweenthem, andparticularly under Article VIII of the GeneralTreaty of
1936 and Article II of the Trans-IsthmianHighway Conventionof 1936, but
withoutprejudice to the full force andeffect of the provisionsof this agreement
which contemplatethe conclusionof a conventionfor the purposeof addingto,
or of modifying, abrogating,or replacing, provisionsof suchtreatiesand con-
ventions.

(p) That the termsof this agreementwill be modified or deviatedfrom only
by agreementbetweenthe two Governmentsconcludedby exchangeof notes
in the samemanneras this agreement.

Upon the receiptof your reply note indicating that the Governmentof
Panamaapprovesthe agreementin accordancewith the terms outlined above,
the Governmentof the United Statesof America will considerthe agreement
to be effective beginning with the dateof that note.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

FrankT. HINES

His ExcellencyDr. RicardoJ. Alfaro
Minister of Foreign Relations

N’ 1866
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[TRANSLATION
1

— TRADUCTION
2

J

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN RELATIONS

D.P. No. 1227

Panama,May 26, 1947

Mr. Ambassador:

I havethe honour to acknowledgereceiptof Your Excellency’scourteous
note No. 417, of even date, which statesas follows:

[SeenoteI]

In reply, I havethe honor to confirm the understandingwhich has been
reached concerningthe preceding points as expressedin Your Excellency’s
note to which I havereferred.

I availmyselfof the opportunityto renewto Your Excellencytheassurances
of my highestand most distinguishedconsideration.

RicardoJ. ALFARO
Minister of Foreign Relations

His ExcellencyFrankT. Hines
AmbassadorExtraordinaryandPlenipotentiary

of the United Statesof America
City

‘Translation by the Governmentof theUnited Statesof America.
~Traduction du GouverneinentdesEtats-Unis d’Amérique.
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