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No. 1884. CONVENTION’ FOR EXCHANGE OF POSTAL
MONEY ORDERS BETWEEN THE POSTAL ADMINIS-
TRATION OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,
ON THE ONE HAND, AND THE POSTAL ADMINISTRA-
TION OF THE REPUBLIC OF LEBANON, ON THE
OTHER HAND. SIGNED AT WASHINGTON, ON
21 JANUARY 1946, AND AT BEYROUTH, ON 15 MARCH
1947

The Governmentof the United Statesof America and the Government
of the Republic of Lebanondesiring to facilitate the transmissionof funds
betweentheUnited Statesof Americaandthe Republicof Lebanonby means
of money orders,havedecidedto concludean agreementto this effect.

The undersigned,duly authorizedby their respectiveGovernments,are
in agreementon the following articles:

Article I

In this conventiontheexpression”TheUnitedStatesof America “includes
the ContinentalUnited States, Alaska, the Islands of Guam, Hawaii, Puerto
Rico, Virgin Islands and Tutuila (Samoa). The expression“ Republic of
Lebanon” includes the territoriesunder the jurisdiction of Lebanon.

The expression“The Central Administration “ or “ The Central Ad-
ministrations” indicate, in regard to the United Statesof America, the Post
Office Department,Division of Money Orders,Washington,D.C., andin regard
to theRepublicof Lebanon,the GeneralAdministrationofPostsandTelegraphs
at Beyrouth, Lebanon.

Article II

A regular exchangeof postal money orders is establishedbetweenthe
United Statesof Americaon the onehandandthe Republicof Lebanonon the
other hand.

Article III

The serviceof postalmoneyordersbetweensaid countrieswill be carried
o~itexclusively through the intermediaryof ExchangeOffices. The Exchange
Office for the United Statesof America is New York; that for the Republic
of Lebanonis Beyrouth.

1 Cameinto forceon 1 July 1947, the date agreedupon by an exchangeof lettersof 16 April
and 9 June1947, in accordancewith article XXVI.
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Article IV

The amount of each remittancewill be expressedfor the money orders
issuedin the United Statesof America, in Lebanonpoundsand piastres;for
those issuedin Lebanon, in American dollars and cents.

The conversioninto themoneyof the countryof destinationwill be done
by the office (exchangeoffice or issuing office, as the casemay be) underthe
jurisdiction of the CentralAdministration of the country of origin. The latter
will fix the rate of exchangeusedby its own offices.

In conversion,fractionsof centsor of Lebanonpiastreswill bedisregarded.

Article V

EachCentral Administrationhastheright to establish,in agreementwith
the other, themaximumamountof issuefor eachorder. This amountmustnot
exceedtwo hundred(200) dollarsfor ordersissuedin the Republicof Lebanon
or $100 for orders issued in the United Statesof America.

Article VI

EachCentral Administrationhas the right to changeaccordingto circum-
stances,the feespaid by remitters of postalmoney ordersissuedby the offices
under its jurisdiction, on condition that it will inform the other Central Ad-
ministrationof its changes. The fees collectedshallbelongto theAdministra-
tion of origin. The latterwill allow to thepayingAdministrationa commission
of onehalfof onepercent(1/~%)on the totalamountof orderspaid. No allow-
ancewill be madefor money ordersissuedwithout charge.

Theamountsof ordersdrawnin favor of prisonersof war, or sentby them,
are exempt from all charges.

Article VII

Theremitterof a postalmoneyordershallberequiredto furnish, if possible,
the surnameand the first nameor names,or at least the initials of the first
nameof the remitterandpayee,or the nameandaddressof the dispatchingor
receiving businessfirm or company. But if the aforesaid namesor initials
cannotbe given, the moneyorder may neverthelessbe issuedat the risk of the
remitter.

Article VIII

If a money orderis lost a duplicatewill be issuedon written requestof the
remitteror payee,containingall thenecessaryinformation,and addressedto the
Central Administration of the country on which drawn. Unless there is

No. ~884
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reasonto believethat the order waslost in transit throughthe mails, the Ad-
ministration issuing the duplicatehasthe right to collect the samefee as that
provided by its domesticregulations.

Article IX

A requestfor correctionof name,or changeof addressof the payee,or for
stoppageof paymentof an order, or for refund of the money to the remitter,
mustbe addressedby the remitterto the CentralAdministrationof the country
of issueof the money order.

Article X

In no eventshallrepaymentof amoneyorderbeeffectedwithoutastatement
from the Central Administration of the country of destinationto the effect
that the money order has not been paid and that repaymentis authorized.

Article XI

The period of validity of a money order is fixed at twelve months,not
including the month of issue. After the expiration of said periodthe amount
of ordersnot paid is returned to the Central Administration of origin, which
will disposeof them accordingto its own regulations.

Article XII

The ordersissuedin onecountryon the otheraresubjectto the regulations
of the country of origin as concernstheir issueandto the laws of the country
of destinationas concernstheir payment.

Article XIII

The exchangeoffice at Beyrouthwill certify to the exchangeoffice at New
York the particulars of the money ordersdrawn for payment in the United
Statesof America,andthe New York Office will certify to the exchangeoffice at
Beyrouththe ordersdrawnfor paymentin the Republicof Lebanon.

The money order advice lists usedfor that purposeshall be similar to
FormsA andB, attachedhereto.

In order to preventtheinconvenienceresultingfrom the lossof oneof these
lists, eachoffice will sendwith each list a duplicateof the precedinglist.

Article XIV

Theorderswill beenteredin consecutiveorderin thelists by eachexchange
office, beginningwith No. I on July 1st of eachyear.

No. 1884
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The numbersassignedto ordersin the lists areconsidered“international
numbers.”

The lists will likewise be numberedseriallyeachyearbeginningwith No. 1
on July 1st.

Article XV

Eachmissing list of money ordersmust be immediately claimed by the
exchangeoffice of destination. The exchangeoffice of origin will transmit
without delay to the other exchangeoffice a duly certified copy of each list.

Article XVI

Eachadvice list shallbe carefullyverified by the exchangeoffice of destina-
tion and correctedin casesof simple errors. The details of correctionwill be
communicatedto the exchangeoffice of origin.

If a list containsother irregularities,theexchangeoffice of destinationshall
ask for information from the exchangeoffice of origin, which shall furnish this
information in the shortestpossibletime. In such casesthe issue of inland
ordersdrawn on the items subject to such inquiries will be suspendeduntil
correction.

Article XVII

On receiptof a list at theexchangeoffice of destination,afterverification,said
office shall reissuenew orders in favor of the payeesfor amountsspecified in
the lists, or their equivalentsin the money of the country of destination,and
shall transmit them to the payeesor to the paying offices in accordancewith
the regulationsin force in the country of destination.

Article XVIII

The Republic of Lebanonmay exchange,throughthe intermediaryof the
Postal Administration of the United States, postal money orders with the
countrieswhich havemoney order servicewith the United Statesof America.
This servicewill be subjectto specialarrangementsas follows:

(a) The exchangeoffice at Beyrouth will certify the amount of each
“through” orderto the exchangeoffice at New York, which will in turn certify
it to the country of payment.

(b) The maximum amount of eachorder must not exceedthe maximum
fixed in the agreementbetweenthe United Statesof Americaand the country
of destination.

(c) The particularsof suchordersshallbe enteredin red ink at theendof
eachadvice list certified to New York, or on speciallists, andthe total amounts
of suchorderswill be included in the total of the ordinary lists.

No. 1884
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(d) The nameandaddressof the payeeof a “through” order, aswell as
the nameof the city andcountryof destinationmustbe ascompleteas possible.

(e) The LebanonPostalAdministrationwill allow to thePostalAdministra-
tion of the UnitedStateson the “through” moneyorders,a commissionequal
to that allowed on orders payable in the United States of America. (See
Article VI). The American Central Administration will credit the countryof
paymentwith a commissionequalto thatprovided in agreementsbetweenthat
country and the United Statesof America, and will deduct from the amount
of the order a fee fixed by the American Central Administration.

(f) In case of repaymentto the remitterof the amount of a “through”
money order, the intermediarycountryshall retainthe fee collected.

The PostalAdministration of the United Statesshall communicateto the
GeneralAdministrationof PostsandTelegraphsat Beyrouth, the namesof the
countrieswith which it exchangespostalmoney orders,the maximum amount
of the ordersin eachcase,andthe feesto be deductedfrom the amountof each
remittance.

Article XIX
At the end of eachquartereachCentral Administration will prepareand

transmit to the othera statementof money ordersissuedin the othercountry
andwhich are not paid at the expirationof twelve monthsfollowing the month
of issue, and thereforebecamevoid during the precedingquarter (seeappen-
dix C); shouldtherebe no such orders, a statementmarked“no void orders”
shall be transmitted.

Article XX
The GeneralAdministration of Posts and Telegraphsat Beyrouth, will

mail to the Third AssistantPostmasterGeneral, Division of Money Orders,
Washington,D.C., assoonaspossibleafter the endof eachquarteran account,
in duplicate, containing the following items:

a. To the credit of the United States:

1. The total amount of advice lists sent by the Beyrouthexchange
office during the current quarter, less the amount of invalid orders and the
orders which the Lebanon Republic has been authorized to repay during
the sameperiod.

2. The commissionof %% on the amount of money orders paid
in the United States.

b. To the credit of the LebanonRepublic:

1. The total of advice lists sent by the New York ExchangeOffice
in the courseof the quarter,less the amount of invalid orders, andthe orders
which the UnitedStateshasbeenauthorized,during the samequarter,to repay.

No. 1884
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2. The commissionof %% on the amount of money orders paid
in the LebanonRepublic.

c. The balanceof the accounts:

Forthe establishmentof thesaid balance,thelesserclaim will be converted
into the money of the larger claim, by using for the baseof conversionthe
averageofficial rateof exchangein thedebtorcountryduringtheperiodto which
the accountrelates. The differencefinally establishedwill be includedin the
first accountof the following quarter.

This accountpreparedon a form similar to the onein AppendixE shallbe
accompaniedby statements:

a. Of advice lists transmitted during the quarter in both directions
(AppendixD).

b. Of invalid and repaidmoney orders(Appendix C).

A copy of the account,duly accepted,will be returned to the General
Administration of Posts andTelegraphsat Beyrouth.

Article XXI

If duringthe quarterthe total amountof the moneyordersissuedby either
Administrationexceeds12,000goldfrancs(or theequivalentthereof),theorders
issuedby the otherCentral Administration, the creditorcountryshallhavethe
right to ask the debtor Central Administration for paymentof a provisional
balanceamountingto three-quartersof the sum due. This paymentshall be
effectedwithin eight daysfollowing thereceiptof the requestfrom the creditor
country, and verification of the amount due.

In caseof nonpaymentin the stipulatedtime, interestat the rate of 6 %
per annum shall be paid from the date the paymentis due until thedateof
payment.

Article XXII

The balanceof the generalaccountmust be paid by the debtor country
not later than15 days after the dateon which the generalaccountis accepted
as correct.

The paymentmentionedin this article and article XXI, will be effected
by remittanceon New York or Beyrouth, as the casemay be, in the money
of the creditor country, without any lossto the latter.

Any amount not paid by one of the Central Administrationsto the other,
after the expiration of six monthsfollowing the period for which the bill was
rendered,will bearinterestat the rate of 6 % perannum.

Article XXIII

Eachof the CentralAdministrationsis authorizedto adoptanysupplemen-
tary measures,not contraryto the provisionsof this Convention,which it may

No. 1884
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deemadvisableto guard moresecurelyagainstfraudor to improve theworking
of the serviceprovideddue noticethereofbe given to the other.

Article XXIV

The General Administration of Posts and Telegraphsof the Lebanon
Republicshall havethe right to fix the maximumamountof moneywhich can
be sentin any one dayby oneremitterto the samepayeein the United States
of America.

Article XXV

EachCentral Administration reservesthe right to increasethe feesor to
suspendtemporarilymoneyorderservicein caseit finds that this serviceis used
by firms or by any oneelsefor remitting largeamounts,or for speculationpur-
poses.

The temporarysuspensionof moneyorder service may be decideduni-
laterallyby eachAdministration in caseof extraordinarycircumstances,of which
eachAdministration is the sole judge.

In all casesnoticeof suchsuspensionmustbegiven immediatelyby telegraph
to the correspondentCentral Administration.

Article XXVI

The presentConvention shall take effect on a date fixed by common
agreementbetweenthePostalAdministrationof theUnited StatesandLebanon
and promulgatedaccordingto the laws of the respectivecountries.

It shall remain in force from year to year, unlessone of the contracting
partiesgives notice to the other one year in advance of its intention to ter-
minate it.

The provisionsof the presentConventionwill Continue during the last
year to be executedfaithfully and entirely without prejudiceto liquidation and
paymentof accountsafter the expiration of this time.

IN WITNESS THEREOF the undersignedhavesigned this Conventionandhave
affixed their seals.

DONE in duplicate and signed at Washingtonon January21, 1946 and
Beyrouthon

[SEAL] (Signed) RobertE. HANNEGAN

PostmasterGeneralof theUnitedStates

No. 1884
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APPENDIX A
~ StatementNo ExchangeOffice at

SheetNo

STATEMENT OF MONEY ORDERS ISSUED IN (I)
IN (2)

ON [date] , PAYABLE IN (2)

RATE OF EXCHANGE

Amountof remittance
in

To befilled outby theexchangeoffice
at

Date
of

issue

International
No. of

moneyorder

O~gin~
No. of

moneyorder

Iss~ng
office

Name
of

remitter

Name
of

payee

Address
of

payee Currency
of

country
of origin

Currency
of country

of
destination

Final
No. of Paying
money office
order

Rem~ks

Drawnup by

I.

‘.0

(1)
Checkedby

(2)
(1) Issuingoffice.
(2) Officeof destination.
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z
APPENDIX B

so

STATEMENT OF MONEY ORDERS ISSUED IN (1)

PAYABLE IN (2) DURING THE QUARTER19... WHICH HAVE NOT BEEN PAID AT THE EXPIRATIONOFTWELVE MONTHS FOLLOWING
THE MONTH OF ISSUE AND HAVE THEREFOREBECOME VOID IN THE ISSUING COUNTRY

Statement Dateof International Original Dateof Issuing Officeof A~
No. statement No. ofmoneyorder number issue office destination ount

I

5..,

(1) Issuingoffice.
(2) Officeof destination.
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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

APPENDIX C

STATEMENT OF MONEY ORDERS ISSUED IN WHICH HAVE BECOME INVALID OR

HAVE BEEN REPAID BY AUTHORIZATION OF AND THE TOTAL AMOUNT OF WHICH
HAS BEENDEDUCTED FROM THE CREDIT OF IN THE ACCOUNTFOR THE

QUARTER 19...

Original
No. of

moneyorder
List No.

Date International
No. of

list moneyorder
Issuingoffice

Amount

$ c
Remarks

APPENDIX D
Quarter19

STATEMENT OF MONEY ORDERS DRAWN IN
ON DURING THE ABOVE QUARTER

List Nos.
Internationalnumbersof moneyorders Total of lists

accordingto the lists — Remarks

From To

Total of lists
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APPENDIX E

~ GENERAL ACCOUNT OF MONEY ORDERS EXCHANGED BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE REPUBLIC OF LEBANON
DURING THE QUARTER 19...

Commissionof ~ % on the total amount of moneyorders
paid in theRepublicof Lebanon

Total to the creditof the Republicof Lebanon

Paymentson account

credit
Balanceto the of the Office at

debit

Seenand accepted
At on

(Signature)

Drawn up at on
(Signature)

CREDIT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA CREDIT OF THE REPUBLtC OF LEDAN0N

Totalamountof moneyordersissuedintheRepublicof Lebanon
(seeAppendixD)

Less

Invalid orders and orders repaidin the
Republicof Lebanon(seeAppendicesB
andC)

Commissionof 3’~% on thetotal amountof moneyorderspaid
in theUnited Statesof America

Total to the creditof the UnitedStatesof America

Conversionat the rate of

Balance

Total amountof moneyordersissuedin theUnited Statesof
America(seeAppendixD)

Less

Invalid ordersand orders repaidin the
UnitedStatesof America (seeAppen-
dicesBandC)
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AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF AME-
RICA AND LEBANON AMENDING THE CONVENTION
OF 21 JANUARY 1946 AND 15 MARCH 1947 FOR THE
EXCHANGE OF POSTAL MONEY ORDERS. SIGNED
AT WASHINGTON, ON 8 OCTOBER 1946, AND AT
BEYROUTH, ON 15 MARCH 1947

Pursuantto authority vestedin them,the PostmasterGeneralof the United
Statesof America and the Director of Posts and Telecommunicationsof the
Republic of Lebanon have agreed upon the following amendmentsto the
Conventionsfor the exchangeof internationalmoneyorders betweenthe two
Countries.

Theseamendmentswill becomeeffective whensignedand will supersede
Article IV, Article XX, (Par. c) and Article XXII, (Par. 2).

Article IV

Theamountof moneyordersexchangedin bothdirectionswill be expressed
in American Currency. The exchangeoffice at Beyrouth will convert the
amount of the money ordersissuedin Lebanoninto United Statesdollarsand
the amount of the money ordersissuedin the United Statesof America, into
Lebanoncurrency.

The rateof conversionshall approximateas closely as possiblethe buying
andsellingrateof the United Statesdollar fixed by the Official Bankat Beyrouth.

The Postal Administration of Lebanonwill duly notify the Postal Ad-
ministrationof the UnitedStatesof the conversionratesusedfor ordersgoing
in both directions.

Article XX

Par. (c). For the establishmentof this balancethe creditof the Lebanese
Republic,expressedin Lebanesepounds,will be convertedinto United States
dollars by using for the basisof conversionthe averageofficial rateof exchange
in the United Statesof America,during the period to which the accountrelates.
The differencesestablishedwill be carriedover to the next quarterly account
to follow.

Article XXII

Par. (2). The paymentsprovidedin this Article andin Article XXI, will
be effectedby meansof drafts drawn on New York in United Statesdollars.

Cameinto forceon 15 March 1947 by signatureand becameoperativeon 1 July 1947.
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IN WITNESS WHEREOFthe Undersignedhavesigned theseAmendmentsto
the Conventionand haveaffixed their seals.

DONE in duplicate and signed at Washington on October 8, 1946 and
Beyrouth on 15 March 1947.

[SEAL] (Signed) RobertE. HANNEGAN
PostmasterGeneral

[SEAL] (Signed)Illegible
Director of PostsandCommunications
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