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No. 1893. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND FINLAND RELATING TO THE EXTEN-
SION OF TIME FOR FULFILLING THE CONDITIONS
AND FORMALITIES OF THE COPYRIGHT LAWS OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA. WASHINGTON,

• 16 NOVEMBER 1951

I

TheFinnish Minister to the ActingSecretaryof State

LEGATION OF FINLAND

WASHINGTON, D. C.

4664
November16, 1951

Excellency,

I have the honor to inform Your Excellency that the attention of the
Governmentof Finland hasbeeninvited to paragraph(b), section9 of title 17
of the UnitedStatesCode,codified andenactedinto positive law by the act of
CongressapprovedJuly 30, 1947 (61 Stat,652), whichprovidesfor extending,
on areciprocalbasis,thetime for thefulfillment of theconditionsandformalities
prescribedby the copyright laws of the United Statesin the caseof authors,
copyright owners,or proprietorsof works first producedor published abroad
who areor may havebeentemporarily unableto comply with these conditions
andformalitiesbecauseof the disruptionor suspensionof the facilities essential
for their compliance.

My Governmenthaverequestedme to inform Your Excellency that, by
reasonof the conditionsarising out of World War II, Finnish authors,copy-
right owners,and proprietors have lacked, during severalyears of the time
since the outbreakof hostilities on September3, 1939, the facilities essential
to compliancewith and to the fulfillment of the conditions and formalities
establishedby the laws of the United Statesof America relating to copyright.

It is the desireof the Governmentof Finlandthat, in accordancewith the
procedureprovidedin the above-mentionedsection9 of title 17 of the United
StatesCode,thetimefor fulfilling theconditionsandformalitiesof the copyright

Cameinto force on 16 November1951, by theexchangeof thesaidnotes.
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laws of the United Statesof Americabe extendedfor the benefit of citizens
of Finland whose works are eligible to copyright in the UnitedStates.

With a view to assuringthe Governmentof the United Statesof America
reciprocalprotectionfor authors,copyrightownersandproprietorsof the United
States,theGovernmentof Finlandhaverequestedmeto inviteYour Excellency’s
attentionto the Finnish copyright laws of June3, 1927, andthe Ordinanceof
thePresidentof FinlanddatedDecember8, 1928,wherebycitizensof the United
Stateshave been entitled to obtain copyright protection for their works in
Finland on substantiallythe samebasisas citizensof Finlandwithout the need
of complyingwith anyformalities,providedsuchworkssecuredprotectionin the
United States. This very liberal legislation was kept in force during the war
and continues to remain in force. United States authorshave accordingly
suffered no prejudiceto their rights in Finland becauseof the war.

The Governmentof Finland would, therefore, greatly appreciateif the
Presidentof theUnitedStateswould proclaim,in accordancewith the aforesaid
title 17 of theUnitedStatesCode,that by reasonof the disruptionor suspension
of facilities during severalyears of the time sinceSeptember3, 1939, citizens
of Finland who are authors,copyright owners, or proprietors of works first
producedor publishedoutsidethe United Statesandsubject to copyright or
renewalof copyrightunderthe laws of the UnitedStates,havebeentemporarily
unableto comply with the conditionsand formalities prescribedwith respect
to such works by the copyright laws of the United States.

The Governmentof Finland areprepared,if this proposalis acceptableto
the Governmentof the UnitedStatesof America,to regardthe presentnoteand
Your Excellency’sreply to the sameeffect as constitutingan agreementbetween
the two Governments,which shall take effect this day.

Accept, Excellency,the assurancesof my highest consideration.

JohanNYKOPP

His ExcellencyJamesE. Webb
Acting Secretaryof State
Departmentof State
Washington,D. C.

No. 1893
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II

TheActingSecretaryof Stateto the Finnish Minister

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON
Nov. 16, 1951

Sir:
I havethe honor to acknowledgethe receiptof your note of today’s date

in which you refer to paragraph(b), section9 of title 17 of the United States
Code,codified and enactedinto positive law by the act of Congressapproved
July 30, 1947, which authorizesthe Presidentto extendby proclamationthe
time for compliancewith the conditionsandformalitiesprescribedby the copy-
right laws of the UnitedStatesof Americawith respectto worksfirst produced
or publishedoutside the United Statesof America and subject to copyright
under the laws of the United Statesof America when the authors, copyright
owners,or proprietorsof suchworks are or may havebeentemporarily unable
to comply with thoseconditions and formalities becauseof the disruption or
suspensionof the facilities essentialto such compliance.

You statethat by reasonof conditionsarisingout of World War II authors,
copyright owners, and proprietorswho are citizens of Finland have lacked
duringseveralyearsof thetime sincethe outbreakof hostilitieson September3,
1939 the facilities essentialto compliancewith and to the fulfillment of the
conditionsandformalitiesestablishedby the lawsof theUnitedStatesof America
relating to copyright.

You expressthe desireof the Governmentof Finland that, in accordance
with the procedureprovided in the above-mentionedsection 9 of title 17 of
the United StatesCode, the time for fulfilling the conditions and formalities
of the copyrightlaws of the UnitedStatesof Americabe extendedfor thebenefit
of citizensof Finlandwhoseworks areeligible to copyright in the United States
of America.

With a view to assuringthe Governmentof the United Statesof America
reciprocal protection for authors, copyright owners, and proprietors of the
United Statesof America,you invite attentionto the very favorablelegislation
in Finland which waskept in force during the war andyou addthat, as a con-
sequence,Americanauthorshavesufferedno prejudiceto their rightsin Finland
becauseof the war. You add that the Finnish copyright laws and ordinance
to which you refer continueto remainin force.

You further state that the Governmentof Finland is prepared,if this
proposalshouldbeacceptedby the Governmentof the UnitedStatesof America,

No. 1893
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to regardthe note underacknowledgmentand this Government’sreply thereto
to that effect asconstitutingan agreementbetweenthe two Governments,which
shall takeeffect this day.

I havethe honor to inform you that, with a view to giving effect to the
commitmentproposedin the note under acknowledgment,the Presidenthas
issuedtoday a proclamation,a copy of which is annexedhereto, declaring and
proclaiming, pursuantto the provisionsof section 9 of the aforesaidtitle 17
~ti the basis of the assurancesset forth in your note that as regards(1) works
Of citizensof Finland whichwerefirst producedor publishedoutsidethe United
Statesof Americaon or afterSeptember3, 1939 andsubjectto copyrightunder
the laws of the United Statesof America,and(2) works of citizens of Finland
subjectto renewalof copyrightunderthe laws of the United Statesof America
on or afterSeptember3, 1939,therehasexistedduring severalyearsof the time
~fnceSeptember3, 1939 suchdisruption or suspensionof facilities essentialto
compliancewith the conditionsandformalities prescribedwith respectto such
works by the copyright laws of the United Statesof America as to bring such
works within the terms of the aforesaidtitle 17, andthat accordingly the time
within which compliancewith such conditionsand formalities may take place
is extendedwith respectto suchworks for oneyearafterthe dateof the procla-
mation. The proclamationprovidesthat it shall be understoodthat the term
of copyrightin any caseis notandcannotbealteredor affectedby thePresident’s
action and that the extensionis subjectto the proviso of the said title 17 that
no liability shall attachthereunderfor lawful uses madeor acts done prior to
the effective dateof that proclamationin connectionwith the works to which
it relates,or in respectto the continuancefor one year subsequentto such
date of any businessundertakingor enterpriselawfully undertakenprior to
such date involving expenditureor contractualobligation in connectionwith
the exploitation, production, reproduction,circulation, or performanceof any
such work.

The Governmentof the United Statesof America accordingly considers
the agreementin regardto such extensionof time to be in effect as of today’s
date.

Accept,Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

JamesE. WEBB
Enclosure

Copy of Proclamation.

The Honorable JohanA. Nykopp
Minister of Finland

No. 1893
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COPYRIGHT EXTENSION: FINLAND

B~THE PRESIDENT OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

A PROCLAMATION

WHEREAS thePresidentis authorized,in accordancewith theconditionsprescribed
in section9 of title 17 of the United StatesCode,which includesthe provisionsof the
act of CongressapprovedMarch 4, 1909,35 Stat. 1075,as amendedby the act of Sep-
tember25, 1941,55 Stat.732,tograntanextensionof timefor fulfillment of theconditions
and formalities prescribedby the copyright laws of the United Statesof America, with
respectto works first producedor publishedoutsidethe United Statesof Americaand
subjectto copyrightor to renewalof copyrightunderthe laws of the United Statesof
America,by nationalsof countrieswhich accordsubstantiallyequaltreatmentto citizens
of the United Statesof America; and

WHEREAS satisfactoryofficial assuranceshavebeen receivedthat since January 1,
1929, citizens of the United Stateshavebeen entitled to obtain copyright protection
for their works in Finlandon substantiallythe samebasisas citizensof Finlandwithout
the need of complying with any formalities, provided such works securedprotection
in the United States;and

WHEREAS, by virtue of a proclamationby the Presidentof the United Statesof
America, datedDecember15, 1928 (45 Stat. 2980), citizens of Finlandare, andsince
January1, 1929,havebeen,entitled to thebenefitsof the aforementionedactof March4,
1909, including the benefitsof section 1 (e) of that act:

Now, THEREFORE,I, HARRY S. TRUMAN, Presidentof the UnitedStatesof America,
underand by virtue of the authority vestedin me be the aforesaidtitle 17, do declare
andproclaim:

That with respectto (I) works of citizensof Finlandwhich were first producedor
publishedoutsidethe United Statesof America on or after September3, 1939, and
subjectto copyrightunderthe lawsof the United Statesof America, and (2) works of
citizensof Finlandsubjectto renewalof copyrightunderthe laws of the United States
of America on or afterSeptember3, 1939, therehasexistedduring severalyearsof the
time since September3, 1939, such disruption or suspensionof facilities essentialto
compliancewith the conditionsand formalitiesprescribedwith respectto suchworks
by the copyright laws of the United Statesof America as to bring such works within
thetermsof theaforesaidtitel 17, andthat,accordingly,thetimewithin which compliance
with such conditionsand formalities may takeplace is hereby extendedwith respect
to suchworks for one year after the dateof this proclamation.

It shall be understoodthat the term of copyright in any caseis not andcannotbe
alteredor affected by this proclamation,and that, as providedby the aforesaidtitle 17,
no liability shallattachunderthe said title for lawful usesmadeor actsdoneprior to the
effectivedate of this proclamationin connectionwith the above-describedworks, or in
respectto thecontinuanceforoneyearsubsequentto suchdateof anybusinessundertaking
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or enterpriselawfully enteredinto prior to suchdateinvolving expenditureor contractual
obligation in connectionwith the exploitation, production, reproduction, circulation,
or performanceof any suchwork.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereuntoset my hand and causedthe Seal of the
United Statesof America to be affixed.

Do~zat the City of Washingtonthis sixteenthday of Novemberin the year of
our Lord nineteenhundredand fifty-one andof the Independenceof the United States
of America the one hundredandseventy-sixth.

[sEAL] Harry S. TRUMAN

By the President:
JamesE. WEBB

Acting Secretaryof State
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