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No. 1904. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND INDIA RELATING TO MUTUAL DE-
FENSEASSISTANCE. WASHINGTON, 7 AND 16 MARCH
1951

I

TheActingSecretaryofStateto the AmbassadorofIndia

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

Mar. 7, 195~

Excellency:

I havethe honorto addressYour Excellencyconcerningthe requestof the
Governmentof India for the transferof certainitemsof military suppliesand
equipmentby the Governmentof the United Statesof America. There are
certain assurancesand undertakingsby the Governmentof India which the
Governmentof the United Statesof America must obtain before completing
any transactionunder Section 408 (e) of the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct
of 1949, (Public Law 329, 81st Congress)2as amendedby Public Law 621,
81st Congress.8

The Governmentof the UnitedStatesof Americaunderstandsthe Govern-
ment of India is preparedto agreeto usesuchitemsas maybe providedto foster
internationalpeaceandsecurity within the framework of the Charterof the
United Nations through measureswhich will further the ability of nations
dedicatedto the principlesandpurposesof theCharterto participateeffectively
in arrangementsfor individual andcollective self-defensein support of those
purposesandprinciples;and, moreover,that the items to be provided by the
Governmentof the UnitedStatesof Atherica arerequiredby the Government
of India to maintain its internal security, its legitimate self-defenseor permit
it to participatein the defenseof the areaof which it is a part, andthat it will
not undertakeany act of aggressionagainstany other state.

The Governmentof the United Statesof America understandsalso that
the Governmentof India will obtain the consentof the Governmentof the

‘Came into forceon 16 March 1951, by theexchangeof the saidnotes.
‘United Statesof America, 63 Stat., Pt. 1, p. 720.
$ United Statesof America, 64 Stat.,Pt. 1, p. 373.
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UnitedStatesof America prior to the transferof title to or possessionof any
equipment,materials,information, or servicesfurnished, will take appropriate
measuresto protectthe securityof anyarticle, service,or information urnished,
andagreesto the Governmentof the UnitedStatesof America’s retaining the
privilege of diverting itemsof equipmentor of not completingservi~esunder-
taken if such action is dictatedby considerationsof United State~national
interest.

Finally, the Governmentof the United Statesof America un~ierstands
that the Governmentof India is preparedto accept termsandconditionsof
paymentfor the itemstransferred,to be agreeduponbetweenthe Government
of the United Statesof America and the Governmentof India, which accord
with the termsof Section408 (e) of the Mutual DefenseAssistanceAct of 1949,
as amended.

A replyto theeffectthattheseunderstandingsarecorrectwill be considered
as constitutingan agreementbetweenthe Governmentof the UnitedStatesof
Americaand the Governmentof India, which shallcomeinto force on the date
of the note in reply from the Governmentof India.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

JamesE. WEBB

Her ExcellencyVijaya LakshmiPandit
Ambassadorof India

II

TheAmbassadorofIndia to the Secretaryof State

EMBASSY OF INDIA

WASHINGTON, 3). C.

16th March, 1951
Mr. Secretary:

I havethe honourto refer to your letter dated7th March regardingthe
transferof certainitemsof military suppliesandequipmentby the Government
of the UnitedStatesof Americato the Governmentof India underthe terms,
assurancesandundertakingswhich are to the effect as follows;

[Seenote1]
No. 1904
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The terms, conditionsandassurancesaffecting such a transferas quoted
abovehavebeencarefully consideredandI havethe honourto inform you that
the GovernmentofIndia arein agreementwith theterms,conditionsandassur-
ancesproposed.

I avail myself of the opportunity to convey to you, Mr. Secretary,the
assurancesof my highestconsideration.

Vijaya LakshmiPANDIT

Ambassadorof India

The Honourable The Secretaryof State

Washington25, D. C.
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