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No. 1913. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND CEYLON RELATING TO THE USE OF
THE• FACILITIES OF RADIO CEYLON. COLOMBO,
12 AND 14 MAY 1951

I

The AmericanAmbassadorto the Prime Minister and Minister of Defenceand
ExternalAffairs of Ceylon

AMERICAN EMBASSY

COLOMBO, CEYLON

May 12, 1951
Excellency:

Pursuantto instructionsfrom my Government,I havethe honorto inform
Your Excellencythat the following agreementconcerningthe useof the facilities
of RadioCeylonmeetswith theapprovalof the Governmentof the UnitedStates
of Americaandwill be consideredin effectupon thereceiptof a communication
from you signifying that it also meetswith the approvalof the Governmentof
Ceylon:

(1) The Departmentof State of the United Statesof America (hereaftercalled the
Department)will furnish and install three shortwavebroadcastingtransmitters
with apowerof not lessthan35 KW andassociatedtransmitting,studioandreceiving
facilities, at itsown expenseandshalltransfertitle to suchfacilitiesupon completion
to the Governmentof Ceylonfor one rupee. Suchfacilities shallremainpersonal-
ties and may, subjectto what is provided in paragraph(12) below, be removed
notwithstandingthe fact they may be affixed to realty.

The scopeof the installationwork involved is substantiallythe following
(a) Theconstructionof anyadditionalbuildingnecessarytohousesuchtransmitters.
(b) The installation of the transmitters and their associatedequipment at the

transmittingsite.
(c) The installation and provision of any additional antennaerequired for the

operation.
(d) The purchaseor lease through the Governmentof Ceylon of the additional

ten acresapproximatelyrequired for the erectionof the additionalantennae.

1 Cameinto force on 14 May 1951,by the exchangeof the saidnotes.
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(e) The installationof VHF link betweenthe Studio centreand transmittingsite.

(f) The construction,includingwiring, of any additionalStudio facilities required..

(g) The provisionof two tape recordersandsimilar miscellaneousequipment.

(2) The Departmentwill be responsiblefor the administrationof the installation of
the above-describedfacilities after consultationwith and with the agreementof
the Governmentof Ceylonto assurethe most efficient modification of the existing
plant.

(a) It is understoodthat where it is necessaryfor the Departmentto import into-
Ceylonstaff, equipmentandmaterialfor thepurposeof the installationof these
facilities, the equipmentand materialshall be duty freeand the staffshall be
exemptedfrom paymentof Ceylon IncomeTax.

(3) On completionof the modification andsatisfactorytestoperationsthe Government
of Ceylon shall be responsiblethereafterfor the administration,operationand
maintenanceof thesefacilities.

(4) The Departmentshallmaintaina residentengineerin Colombofor the purposeof
consulting with the Governmentof Ceylon to assurethe maximum operating
efficiency of thesefacilities.

(5) The Governmentof Ceylonshall havepriority use of oneof the threetransmitters
and associatedfacilities andsecondaryuseof the other two transmittersand asso-
ciated facilities. Reciprocally,the Departmentshall havepriority use of two of
the threetransmittersandassociatedfacilities andsecondaryuseof all othertrans-
mittersandassociatedfacilities.

(6) Pendingcompletionof the installationof the above-describedfacilities the Depart-
ment shall havepriority of use of such time as the Departmentmutually agrees
upon with the Governmentof Ceylon.

(7) The Departmentshall payratesfor the servicesrenderedto them by the Govern-
ment of Ceylon predicatedon its pro rata share of the runningexpensesof the
station. Suchratesshallbe negotiatedprior to inaugurationof serviceandthere-
after annuallybeginningwith July 1st of each year.

(8) The services renderedby the Governmentof Ceylon to the Departmentshall

consistof:

(a) Instantaneousor delayedrelaysof programsin variouslanguagesof theDepart-
ment.

(b) Broadcastsof programsinitiatedandoriginatedby theUnitedStatesInformation
Servicein Ceylon.

No. 19L3
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(9) The Departmentshall be responsiblefor the provisionof frequenciesnecessaryfoc
the transmissionof its programs. It is furthermoreagreedthat the Department
and the Governmentof Ceylon will cooperateclosely in assistingeach other in
providingadditional frequenciesas andwhen required.

(10) The Departmentrecognizesthe right reservedby the Governmentof Ceylon to
give approvalto the scheduleand contentsof its broadcastsfrom Radio Ceylon.

(11)The Departmentmay terminatethis agreementin the initial ten-yearperiod by
giving the Governmentof Ceylonone year’s notice.

(12) Upon final termination or expiration of this agreementthe partiesagree,at the
option of the Governmentof Ceylon, to enter into negotiationsfor the purposeof
vesting entire ownership and use of the facilities in Ceylon. In the event this
option is not exercised,or in the eventagreementas to terms is not reached,the
Governmentof Ceylon agrees,at the requestof the Department,to retransfer
title to such facilities to the Department,upon paymentby the Departmentof
one rupee, and in this event the Departmentshall have the right to removethe
facilities and export them from Ceylon duty free. It is understoodand agreed
thatsuchremovalwould beundertakenwithin six monthsof the dateof termination
or expii.ition of the agreement. In the eventor removal, the Departmentagrees
to pay the Governmentof Ceylon the reasonablecost of restoringto its former
conditionanyof theGovernmentof Ceylon’spropertywhich mayhavebeenmodified
in order to carry out the purposesof this agreement. Wherethe Departmenthas
erectedbuildings or parts of buildings the Governmentof Ceylon will have the
right, if it so desires,to takethem over at a disposalvalue to be mutually agreed.

(3) Except as providedhere, this agreementshall be for tenyearsfrom dateof signing,
unlessbeforethe expirationof suchterm a noticeof intentionto renewis commu-
nicatedby eitherparty to the other— six monthsprior to the date of expiration,
in which caseanextensionin accordancewith suchtermsasare to beagreedupon,
shall be enteredinto.

(14) The Departmentagreesnot to sublettimeon Radio Ceylon transmitters.

Please accept~Excellency, the renewed assurances of my highest
consideration.

J. C. SATTERTHWAITE

The Right HonorableD. S. Senanayake
PrimeMinister and Minister of Defence

and ExternalAffairs
Colombo

No, 1913
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II

TheMinister of ExternalAffairs of Ceylonto the AmericanAmbassador

MINISTRY OF EXTERNAL AFFAIRS

SenateBuilding
Colombo(Ceylon) 14thMay 1951

Excellency,

I havethe honourto acknowledgereceiptof your letter of 12th May 1951
notifying me that the Agreement,which is reproducedbelow, concerningthe
useof the facilities of RadioCeylonmeetswith the approvalof the Government
of theUnited Statesof America. I am gladto inform you that the Agreement
meetswith the approvalof the Governmentof Ceylon, and I agreethat your
letter and thisreply should be regardedas bringing the Agreementinto effect
as betweenour two Governments. I notethat the Departmentof Statewill act
on behalfof the Governmentof the UnitedStatesof Americain theimplementa..
tion of this Agreement.

2. Accept, Excellency,the assurancesof my highestconsideration.

D. S. SENANAYAICE

His ExcellencyJ. C. Satterthwaite
Ambassadorof the United States

of America in Ceylon

AGREEMENT

[SeenoteI]
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