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No. 1945. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND CANADA RELATING TO THE APPLICA-
TION AND INTERPRETATION, WITH RESPECT TO
THE STATIONING ON THE GREAT LAKES OF NAVAL
VESSELS FOR THE PURPOSE OF TRAINING NAVAL
RESERVE PERSONNEL, OF THE AGREEMENT OF 28
AND 29 APRIL 18172 REGARDING NAVAL FORCES ON
THOSE LAKES. WASHINGTON, 18 NOVEMBER AND
6 DECEMBER 1946

I

The CanadianAmbassadorto the Acting Secretaryof State

CANADIAN EMBASSY

No. 421
November18, 1946

Sir,

You will recall that theRush-BagotAgreementof 18172hasbeenthesubject
of discussionbetweenour Governmentson several occasionsin recentyears
andthatnoteswereexchangedin 1939, 1940 and1942~relatingto theapplication
and interpretationof this Agreement. It has been recognizedby both our
Governmentsthat the detailed provisions of the Rush-BagotAgreementare
not applicableto presen-dayconditions,but thatas a symbolof friendly relations
extendingovera periodof nearlyonehundredandthirty years the Agreement
possessesgreat historic importance. It is thus the spirit of the Agreement
ratherthan its detailedprovisions which servesto guide our Governmentsin
mattersrelating to naval forces on the Great Lakes.

Discussionshavetaken place in the PermanentJoint Board on Defence
with regardto the stationingon the GreatLakesof navalvesselsfor the purpose
of training navalreservepersonnel. Thenavalauthoritiesof both our Govern-

1 Cameinto forceon 6 December1946,by theexchangeof the saidnotes.
De Martens, NouveauRecueilgénéral de Traités, volume supplémentaireau Vernetome,

p. 395.
~See pp. 334, 350, and 356 of this volume.
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merits regardsucha courseasvaluablefrom the point of view of navaltraining
and the Board has recordedits opinion that such action would be consistent
with the spirit of existing agreements. The CanadianGovernmentconcurs
in this opinion.

In order that theviews of our two Governmentsmay be placedon record,
I havethehonourto proposethat the stationingof navalvesselson the Great
Lakes for trainingpurposesby eithertheCanadianGovernmentor the United
StatesGovernmentshallbe regardedas consistentwith the spirit of the Rush-
BagotAgreementprovidedthat full information aboutthe number,disposition,
functionsandarmamentof suchvesselsshallbecommunicatedby eachGovern-
ment to the other in advanceof the assignmentof vesselsto service on the
Great Lakes. If your Governmentconcursin this view, this note and your
reply theretoshall be regardedas constituting a further interpretationof the
Rush-BagotAgreementacceptedby our two Governments.

Accept, Sir, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

H. H. WRONG

The HonourableDeanAcheson
Acting Secretaryof State
Washington,D. C.

II

TheActing Secretaryof State to the CanadianAmbassador

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

Washington,D. C., Dec. 6, 1946
Excellency:

I have the honor to acknowledgethe receipt of your note No. 421 of
November 18, 1946, in which you advised me that your Governmenthas
proposeda further interpretationof the detailedprovisionsof the Rush-Bagot
Agreement. My Government is in complete accord with yours as to the
historic importanceof this Agreementas a symbol of the friendship between
our two countriesandagreesthat it is the spirit of this Agreementwhich guides
our Governmentsin mattersrelatingto naval forces on the Great Lakes.

I am now pleasedto inform you that my Governmentconcurswith your
proposal,namely, that the stationingof naval vesselson the Great Lakes for
training purposesby either the CanadianGovernmentor the United States
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Governmentshallbe regardedas consistentwith the spirit of the Rush-Bagot
Agreementprovidedthat full informationaboutthe number,disposition,func-
tionsandarmamentof suchvesselsshallbecommunicatedby eachGovernment
totheotherin advanceof theassignmentof vesselsto serviceon theGreatLake.

Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highest consideration.

DeanACHESON
Acting Secretaryof State

His ExcellencyH. H. Wrong
CanadianAmbassador
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