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No. 1953. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE WORLD HEALTH
ORGANIZATION AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES ON THEPRIVILEGES,
IMMUNITIES AND FACILITIES TO BE GRANTED BY
THE GOVERNMENT OF THE PHILIPPINES TO THE
WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION. SIGNED AT MA-
NILA, ON 22 JULY 1951

THE GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

of the onepart, and

THE WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION

of the other,

DESIRING to concludç an AGREEMENT for the purposeof determining the
privileges, immunities and facilities to be granted by the GOVERNMENT OF THE
REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES to the WORLD HEALTH ORGANIZATION, to the
representativesof its Members and to its experts and officials in particular
with regardto its arrangementsin theWESTERNPACIFIC REGION, andof regulating
other related matters,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

Article I

DEFINITIONS

Section 1

In the presentAgreement

(i) The word” Organization” shallmeanthe World HealthOrganization;

(ii) For the purposesof Article IV the words “property and assets“,
“funds, gold or currency “, or “assets, income and other property” shallbe
deemedto includeproperty, assets,andfunds administeredby the Organization
under Article 57 of its Constitution2and/or in furtheranceof its constitutional
functions;

(iii) Thewords “ representativesof Members” shallbe deemedto include
all delegatesto the World HealthAssembly;all personsdesignatedby Members
to serveon the ExecutiveBoardof the Organization;all representativeson the

1 Having beenapprovedby theWorld HealthAssemblyon 21 May 1952 and by the Govern-
ment of the Republicof thePhilippines on 22 August 1952, the Agreementcameinto force on
29 September1952 by an exchangeof notes, in accordancewith section33.

‘United Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. 14, p. 185.
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Regional Committeesin the WesternPacific Region; as well as all delegates,
alternates,advisers, technical expertswho are membersof delegations,and
secretariesof delegations;

(iv) The word “Member” shall be deemedto include a Memberor an
AssociateMember of the Organizationas well as a territory or group of terri-
tories which, without being an AssociateMember, is representedand parti-
cipatingin the RegionalCommitteeof theWesternPacificRegionof theOrganiz-
ation, in accordancewith Article 47 of its Constitution;

(v) The words” principalor subsidiaryorgans”shallbedeemedto include
the World HealthAssembly,the ExecutiveBoard, the RegionalCommittee in
the WesternPacific Regionand any of the subdivisionsof all theseorgansas
well as the Secretariatandthe RegionalOffice in Manila;

(vi) For the purposesof Sections4, 6, 16 and 17 the words “freedom of
meeting” or “meeting of the Organization” shall be deemedto include all
meetingsof the principal or subsidiaryorgansof the Organizationas well as
all conferencesor meetingsconvenedby, or underthe authority or auspicesof,
the Organizationin the Republic of the Philippines.

Article II

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY

Section2

The Organization shall possessjuridical personality and legal capacity
and,in particular,capacity(a) to contract,(b) to acquireanddisposeof immovable
and movableproperty, and (c) to institute legal proceedings.

Article III

FREEDOM OF ACTION

Section 3

The Organizationand its principal or subsidiaryorgansshall havein the
Republicof the Philippinesthe independenceandfreedomof action belonging
to an internationalorganization.

Section 4

TheOrganization,its principalor subsidiaryorgans,as well asits Members
and the representativesof Membersin their relations with the Organization,
shall enjoy in the Republic of the Philippines absolutefreedom of meeting
inclu ding freedomof discussionand decision.

No. 1953
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Article IV

PROPERTY, FUNDS AND ASSETS

Section5

The Organizationandits propertyandassetslocatedin theRepublicof the
Philippinesshallenjoy immunity from every form of legal processexcept in so
far as in any particularcasethis immunity is expresslywaivedby the Director-
Generalof the Organizationor the Regional Director as his duly authorized
representative. It is, however,understoodthat no waiver of immunity shall
extendto any measureof execution.

Section 6

(1) The premisesof the Organizationin the Republic of the Philippines
or any premisesin the Republicof thePhilippines occupiedby the Organization
in connexionwith a meetingof the Organisationshall be inviolable.

(2) Suchpremisesand the propertyandassetsof the Organization in the
Republic of the Philippines shallbe immune from search,requisition, confis-
cation,expropriation,andany otherform of interference,whetherby executive,
administrative,judicial or legislative action.

Section 7

The archivesof the Organization,andin generalall documentsbelonging
to it or heldby it in the Republicof thePhilippinesshallbeinviolable.

Section 8

(1) Without being restrictedby financialcontrols,regulationsor moratoria
of any kind: (a) theOrganizationmayhold funds, goldor currencyof anykind
and operateaccountsin any currency; (b) the Organizationshall be free to
transferits funds,gold or currencyto or from the Republic of the Philippines
or within the Republicof the Philippinesandto convertany currencyheldby
it into any other currency.

(2) This sectionshall also apply to Membersof the Organizationin their

relationswith the Organization.
Section9

The Governmentof the Republicof the Philippines shallprovide for the
Organization, at the most favourable rate officially recognized, its national
currencyto the amount requiredto meetthe expenditureof the Organization
in the Republicof thePhilippinesor otherpartsof the WesternPacific Region.

No. 1953
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Section 10
In exercisingits rights underSections8 and9, the Organizationshallpay

due regard to any representationsmade by the Governmentof the Republic
of the Philippinesin so far as the Organizationconsidersthateffectcan begiven
to such representationswithout detrimentto its interests.

Section ii

TheOrganization,its assets,incomeandotherproperty,shallbe : (a) exempt
from all directand indirect taxes. It is understood,however,that theOrganiz-
ation will not claim exemption from taxeswhich are, in fact, no more than
chargesfor public utility services;(b) exemptfrom customsduties,prohibitions
and restrictionson imports and exportsin respectof medical supplies,or any
othergoodsor articles importedor exportedby the Organizationfor its official
use. It is understood,however, that suchmedical supplies,goodsor articles,
importedundersuchexemptionwill not be sold in the Republicof the Philip-
pinesexceptunderconditionsagreedwith the Governmentof the Republic of
the Philippines; (c) exempt from customsduties, prohibitions and restrictions
on imports andexportsin respectof their publications.

Section12
While the Organizationwill not, as a general rule, in the caseof minor

purchases,claim exemptionfrom excise duties, and from taxeson the sale of
movableand immovable property which form part of the price to be paid,
nevertheless,when the Organizationis making importantpurchasesfor official
useof propertyon which suchdutiesandtaxeshavebeenchargedor arecharge-
able, the Governmentof the Republicof the Philippinesshallmakeappropriate
administrativearrangementsfor the remissionor return of the amountof duty
or tax.

Article V

FACILITIES IN RESPECT OF COMMUNICATIONS

Section13

The Organizationshall enjoy in the Republicof the Philippinesfor its
official communicationstreatmentnot lessfavourablethanthataccordedby the
Governmentof the Republicof the Philippines to any other governmentin-
cluding its diplomatic mission, in the matter of priorities, rates and taxeson
mails, cables, telegrams, radiograms,telephotos, telephone and other com-
munications,andPressratesfor informationto the Pressandradio.

No. 1953
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Section 14

No censorshipshall be applied to the official correspondenceand other
official communicationsof the Organization.

(2) The Organizationshallhavethe right to usecodesandto despatchand
receivecorrespondenceby courieror in sealedbagswhich shall havethe same
immunities and privileges as diplomatic couriersand bags.

Article VI

REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBERS

Section15

Representativesof Membersof the Organizationon its principal or subsi-
diary organsand at conferencesor meetingsconvenedby the Organization,
shall, while exercisingtheir functionsandduring theirjourneysto andfrom the
place of meeting,enjoy thefollowing privilegesand immunities:(a) Immunity
from personalarrest or detentionand from seizureof their personalbaggage,
and, in respectof words spokenor written andall acts done by them in their
official capacity, immunity from legal processof every kind; (b) Inviolability
for all papersanddocuments;(c) The right to usecodesand to despatchor
receive papersor correspondenceby courier or sealedbags; (d) Exemptionin
respectof themselvesand their spousesfrom immigration restrictions,aliens’
registrationor national serviceobligations in the Republic of the Philippines;
(e) The samefacilities in respectof currencyor exchangerestrictions as are
accorded to representativesof foreign Governmentson temporary official
missions;(f) The sameimmunities and facilities in respectof their personal
baggageasareaccordedto membersof diplomaticmission of comparablerank;
(g) Such other privileges, immunities and facilities not inconsistentwith the
foregoingas membersof diplomatic missionsof comparablerank enjoy, except
that theyshallhaveno right to claim exemptionfrom customsdutieson articles
imported (otherwise than as part of their personalbaggage)or from indirect
taxesor salestaxes.

Section16
In orderto securefor the representativesof Membersof the Organization

ata meetingof the Organizationcompletefreedomof speechandindependence
in the dischargeof their duties, the immunity from legal processin respectof
wordsspokenor written andall acts done by them in dischargingtheir duties
shall continueto be accorded notwithstandingthat the personsconcernedare
no longerengagedin the dischargeof such duties.

No. 195
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Section 17

If the incidenceof any form of taxation dependsupon residencein the
RepublicofthePhilippines,periodsduringwhichthe representativesof Members
of theOrganizationarepresentat ameetingof the Organizationin the Republic
of the Philippines for the dischargeof their dutiesshall not be consideredas
periodsof residence.

Section18

Privilegesand immunitiesare accordedto the representativesof Members
of the Organizationnot for the personalbenefitof the individuals themselves,
but in orderto safeguardtheindependentexerciseof theirfunctionsin connexion
with the Organization. Consequently,a Membernot only has the right, but
is undera duty to waive the immunity of its representativesin any casewhere,
in the opinionof theMember,the immunity would impedethe courseof justice,
and it canbe waivedwithout prejudiceto the purposefor which the immunity
is accorded. In any suchcasein which one of the personsdesignatedto serve
on it is concerned,the ExecutiveBoardof the Organizationshallbe underthe
sameduty.

Article VII

EXPERTS ON MISSIONS FOR THE ORGANIZATION

Section 19

Expertsandconsultantsotherthan thoseunderSection 1 (iii) or as officials
come within the scopeof Articles VI or VIII respectivelyand who perform
missionsfor the Organizationshallbe accordedsuchprivilegesand immunities
as are necessaryfor the independentexerciseof theirfunctionsduring the period
of their missions,including the timespenton journeysin connexionwith their
missions. In particular, they shall be accorded:(a) Immunity from personal
arrestor detentionand from seizureof their personalbaggageand in respect
of words spokenor written andacts doneby them in the courseof the perfor~
mance of their mission, immunity from legal processof every kind. This
immunity from legal processshall continue to be accordednotwithstanding
that the personsconcernedare no longer employedon missions for the Or-
ganization; (b) Inviolability for all papersand documents;(c) For the purpose
of their communicationswith the Organization,the right to use codesand to
despatchor receivepapersor correspondenceby courier or in sealedbags;
(d) Exemption in respectof themselvesand their spousesfrom immigration
restrictions,aliens’ registration or national serviceobligations in the Republic
of the Philippines; (e) The same facilities in respectof currencyor exchange
restrictionsas areaccordedto representativesof foreigngovermentson temporary
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official missions;(f) The same immunities and facilities in respectof their
personalbaggageasareaccordedto membersof diplomatic missions.

Section 20

Privileges and immunities are grantedto experts in the interestsof the
Organizationand not for the personalbenefit of the individuals themselves.
The Director-Generalshallhavethe right andthe duty to waive the immunity
of any expert in any casewhere,in his opinion, the immunity would impede
thecourseof justice andcan be waivedwithout prejudiceto the interestsof the
Organization.

Article VIII

OFFICIALS

Section 21

The Director-Generalor the Regional Director as his duly authorized
representative,shall from time to time communicateto the Governmentof the
Republic of the Philippines the namesof thoseofficials to whom theprovisions
of this Article andArticle IX shallapply.

Section 22

Officials of the Organizationshall: (a) be immune from legal processin
respectof words spoken or written and all acts performedby them in their
official capacity; (b) be exemptfrom taxation in respectof the salariesand
emolumentspaid to them by the Organization;(c) be immune, togetherwith
their spousesand relativesdependenton them, from immigration restrictions
andaliens’registration;(d)be accordedthesameprivilegesin respectof exchange
facilities as are accordedto officials of comparablerank of diplomaticmissions
to the Republicof the Philippines; (e) be given, togetherwith their spousesand
relativesdependenton them, the samerepatriationfacilities in time of inter-
national crisesas officials of comparablerank of diplomatic missions;(f) have
the right to import free of duty their furniture andeffectsat thetime of taking
up their postin the Republic of the Philippines or upon their permanentap-
pointmentto it; (g) onceevery threeyearshavethe right to import free of duty
amotor-carit being understoodthat theduty will becomepayablein the event
of thesaleor disposalof suchmotor-carto apersonnotentitled to thisexemption
within threeyearsupon its importation.
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Section 23

(i) The officials of the Organizationshallbe exempt from national service
obligations in the Republic of the Philippines provided that, in relation to
officials who arePhilippinenationals,suchexemptionshallbe confinedto officials
whosenameshave, by reasonof their duties,beenplacedupon a list compiled
by the Director-General or the Regional Director as his duly authorized
representativeand communicatedto the Governmentof the Republic of the
Philippines.

(ii) Should other officials of the Organizationbe called up for national
service,the Governmentof the Republicof thePhilippines,shall, at the request
of the Director-General or the Regional Director as his duly authorized
representativegrant such defermentsin the call-up of such officials as may
be necessaryto avoid seriousdislocationin the continuationof essentialwork.

Section24

In additionto the immunities andprivilegesspecifiedin Sections22 and23,
the Director-General, the Deputy Director-General,the AssistantDirector-
General, the RegionalDirector in the Republic of the Philippines and, if the
Director-Generalshouldsodesireand communicatethe namesto the Govern-
ment of the Republic of thePhilippines, certain officials of a director’s status,
shall be accordedin respectof themselves,their spousesand minor children,
the privilegesand immunities,exemptionsandfacilities accordedto diplomatic
envoysin accordancewith internationallaw.

Section25

Privileges and immunitiesare grantedto officials in the interestsof the
Organizationand not for the personalbenefit of the individuals themselves.
The Director-Generalshallhavethe right andthe dutyto waive the immunity
of any official in any casewhere,in his opinion, the immunity would impede
the courseof justice andcanbe waivedwithout prejudiceto the interestsof the
Organization.

Section26

The Organizationshallco-operateat all timeswith the appropriateauthor-
ities of the Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines to facilitate the
proper administrationof justice, secure the observanceof police regulations
and prevent the occurrenceof any abusesin connexionwith theprivileges,
immunities andfacilities mentionedin this Article.

No. 1953
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Article IX

VISAS, PERMITS OF RESIDENCE, UNITED NATIONS LAISSEZ-PASSER

Section 27

(1) The Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines shall take all
measuresrequiredto facilitate the entry into, residencein, and departurefrom
the Republic of the Philippines of all personshaving official businesswith the
Organization,i.e., (a) representativesof Members,whatevermaybethe relations
betweenthe Republicof thePhilippinesandthe Memberconcerned;(b) experts
and consultantson missionsfor the Organization,irrespectiveof nationality;
(c) officials of the Organization;(d) other persons,irrespectiveof nationality,
summonedby the Organization.

(2) Any police regulationcalculatedto restrict the entry of aliens into the
Republic of the Philippines or to regulatethe conditions of their residence,
shall not apply to the personsprovided for in this section.

(3) The Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines shall issue to the
embassies,legationsand consulatesabroadgeneral instructionsin advanceto
grantvisasto anyapplicanton productionof a valid identity andtravel document
and of a documentestablishinghis official relationshipto the Organization,
without any delayor waiting periodandwithout requiringhis personalattend-
anceor the paymentof any charges.

(4) The provisionsof this Sectionshallapply to the spouseanddependents
of thepersonconcernedif theylive with him anddo not exerciseanindependent
professionor calling.

Section 28

The Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines shall recognizeand
accept as valid travel documentsthe United Nations Laissez-passerissuedto
the officials of the Organizationunder administrativearrangementsconcluded
betweenthe Director-Generalof the Organizationand the Secretary-General
of the United Nations.

Section29

The Director-General, the Deputy Director-General, the Assistant
Director-General,the Regional Director of the Organizationin the Republic
of thePhilippines andthe Directors of the Organizationtravelling on its official
businessshall be granted the same facilities as are accordedto diplomatic
envoys.
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Article X

SECURITY OF GOVERNMENT OF THE REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

Section30

Nothing in the present Agreement shall be construedto preclude the
adoptionof appropriatesecurityprecautionsin the interestsof the Government
of the Republic of the Philippines which shall be determinedby agreement
betweenthe Governmentof the Republic of thePhilippines andthe Director-
General.

Article XI

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Section31

The Organizationshallmakeprovision for appropriatemodesof settlement
of: (a) disputesarisingoutof contractsor otherdisputesof aprivatelaw character
to which the Organizationis a party; (b) disputesinvolving any official of the
Organizationwho, by reasonof his official position,enjoysimmunity, if immunity
has not beenwaivedby the Director-Generalin accordancewith the provisions
of Section 25.

Section 32

Any difference between the Organization and the Governmentof the
Republicof thePhilippinesarisingoutof the interpretationor applicationof the
presentAgreementor of any supplementaryarrangementor agreementwhich
is not settled by negotiationshallbe submittedfor decisionto a Boardof three
arbitrators;the first to be appointedby the Governmentof the Republic of
the Philippines, the secondby the Director-Generalof the Organization,and
the third, the presidingarbitrator, by the Presidentof theInternationalCourt
of Justice,unless in any specific casethe parties heretoagreeto resort to a
different mode of settlement.

Article XII

FINAL PROVISIONS

Section 33

The presentAgreementshall enterinto force upon an exchangeof notes
betweenthe authorizedrepresentativesof the Governmentof the Republicof
the Philippines and the Organizationstating respectivelythat it has beenap-
provedby the Governmentof the Republicof the Philippinesand adoptedby
the World Health Assembly.

No. 1953



218 United Nations — Treaty Series 1952

Section 34

On thecoming-into-forceof the presentAgreement,it will becommunicated
for registrationto theSecretary-Generalof theUnited Nationsby the Director—
Generalof the Organization,in pursuanceof Article 1 of the Regulationsto
give effect to Article 102 of the Charterof the United Nationsadoptedby the
GeneralAssemblyof the United Nations on 14 December1946.’

Section35

The presentAgreementmay be revisedat the requestof either party. In
this eventthetwo partiesshall consulteachotherconcerningthe modifications
to be madein its provisions. If the negotiationsdo not result in an under-
standingwithin oneyear, the presentAgreementmay be denouncedby either
party giving two years’ notice. Notice of denunciationto the Government
of the Republic of the Philippines may be given to the representativeof that
Governmentin the Organizationandnotice to the Organizationmay be given
to the Director-General.

IN FAITH WHEREOFthe presentAgreementwasdoneandsignedat the City
of Manila, Philippines, on the 22nd day of July 1951 in six copies, three in
Frenchandthreein English, the textsin both languagesbeing equallyauthentic,
of which two texts, one copy in Frenchand one in English, were handedto
the representativesof the Governmentof the Republic of the Philippines and
the four remaining copies to the Director-General of the World Health
Organization.

For the Government For the World Health
of the Republic Organization:

of the Philippines:
(Signed)JuanSALCEDO (Signed) I. C. FANG

‘United Nations,TreatySeries,Vol. 1, p. XIII; Vol. 44, p. XII, andVol. 76, p. XVIII.
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