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No. 1668. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE REPUBLIC OF GUATEMALA AND THE WORLD
HEALTH ORGANIZATION REGARDING THE VENE-
REAL DISEASE INVESTIGATION LABORATORY AND
TRAINING CENTRE. SIGNED AT GUATEMALA, ON
21 DECEMBER 1951, AND AT WASHINGTON, ON
29 DECEMBER 1951

The Governmentof the Republic of Guatemala(hereinafterreferredto
as “the Government“), having requestedtechnicalassistancein furtherance
of its plans for economicdevelopment;

and
The World HealthOrganization (hereinafterreferredto as “the Organi-

zation“), desiring to give effect to Resolution WHA 3/116 adoptedby the
World Health Assembly on 25 May 1950,2concerningthe participationof the
Organizationin the ExpandedProgramof TechnicalAssistancefor Economic
Development.

Being desirousof obtaining mutual agreementconcerningthe program
developed by the Venereal Disease Investigation Laboratory and Training
Centerfor the training of serologists,techniciansand otherpersonnelselected
from the Central American countriesandPanamaand other countriesof the
Americas,andparticularlyconcerningthe purposeandscopeof thesaidprogram
and the responsibility that shall be assumedand the materials and services
that shall be provided;

Declaring that these obligationsshall be fulfilled in a spirit of friendly
cooperation,

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS:

PART I

Planof Action

1. Objectives

1.1. To develop laboratory activities for the standardizationof serological
techniquesfor the diagnosisof syphilis.

Came into force on 1 January1952 in accordancewith paragraph2 of part IV.
8 Official Recordsof the World Health Organization,No. 28, p. 68.
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1.2. To continueand broadenthe work of standardizationof the serological
techniquesusedin the official laboratoriesof Guatemala.

1.3. To continueand broadenthe work of standardizationof the serological
techniquesusedin the laboratoriesof the other Central American countries
andPanama.

1.4. To providetechnicaltraining in thesero-diagnosisof syphilis to personnel
from the Central American countries, Panama,and other countries of the
Americas.

1.5. To carry out the distribution of previouslytestedantigensfor the diagnosis
of syphilis. Theseantigensshallbe sold at cost priceto the official laboratories
of the CentralAmericancountriesandPanamaandto othercountriesrequesting
them.

1.6. To furnish laboratory facilities to groups chosen from the American
countries, such as: health authorities,schools of medicine and other official
institutions.

1.7. To intensify the investigationsof the various phasesof venerealdisease
control, with special emphasison the study of the causesof false positivity
of serological reactionsfor diagnosisof syphilis that have been observedin
Central America.
1.8. To furnish technical advice, upon request, to the Ministry of Public
Health andWelfare (hereinafterreferredto as “the Ministry “) for the solution
of relatedproblems,to theextentcompatiblewith the aforementionedobjectives
and in accordancewith the availability of the personnelof the Organization.

2. Planning, Scopeand Administrationof the Program
2.1. In the implementationof thisAgreement,the GovernmentandtheOrgani-
zationagreeto be guidedby andto comply with the ObservationsandGuiding
Principles of the ExpandedProgram of Technical Assistancefor Economic
Developmentset forth in Annex I to Part “A” of Resolution222 (IX) of the
Economic andSocial Council of the United Nations.’

2.2. This programshall be developedunderthe responsibilityof the Govern-
ment, through the Ministry, with the technical and material assistanceof the
Organization.
2.3. This programshall broadenthe activities for sero-diagnosisof syphilis
thatarebeing developedby the Government.

2.4. The technicaldirection of this programshall be the responsibilityof the
consultantserologistmentionedin paragraph1.1 of Part II hereof,who, in turn,
shall beunderthe administrativeandtechnicaldirection of the III Zone Office
of the Pan American Sanitary Bureau, Regional Office of the World Health
Organization.

United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 76, p. 132.
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2.5. The programfor the training of laboratory techniciansshallbe conducted
in accordancewith theneedsof theanti-venerealprogramin eachof the countries
of Central AmericaandPanama.

2.6. If it is necessaryto modify the methodsusedin this program,suchmodi-

fications shall conform to the technical plans outlined by the Organization.

3. Publicationsand Reports
3.1. The Governmentshall authorize the publication, both national and
international, of the results of this program in order to facilitate the greatest
possibledisseminationthereof. It is understoodthat any scientific paper or
other reports relating to this program may be publishedin the publications
of the Organizationfor the benefit of inter-changeof scientific information.

3.2. The consultantserologistdesignatedby the Organizationshall submit
monthly reports to the Organization on the progressachieved, and copies
thereofshall be forwarded to the Ministry.

3.3. Upon termination of the presentAgreement, the consultantserologist
shallpreparea final report, which shall be submitted to the Organizationand
to the Ministry.

PART II

Commitmentsof the Organization

1. The Organizationundertakesto provide the following personnel,fellow-
ships, equipmentand supplies, as soon as practicable,under the Expanded
Programof TechnicalAssistancefor EconomicDevelopmentandsubject to the
budgetarylimitations of the Organization:
1.1. Personnel

Oneserologistto serveas consultant,for a period of twelve months,who
shall be responsiblefor furnishing technical advice in connectionwith the
program activities of the laboratory.

1.1.2. The functions of the aforementionedconsultantmay be modified at a
later date,in accordancewith paragraph3, of Part IV of thepresentAgreement.
1.1.3. The salaryand insuranceof the aforementionedspecialistshall be as-
sumedby the Organization. The Organizationshall alsopaythetravel expenses
and perdiemof its expertup to the place of entry into Guatemala,as well as
any other expensesthat are incurred outsidethat country.
1.2. Fellowships

Ten (10) fellowships for training of short duration. These fellowships
shallbeawardedandadministeredin conformity with the regulationsgoverning
the fellowshipprogramof theOrganization. It is understoodthat the selection
of candidatesshall be made by mutual agreementbetween the contracting
parties.
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1.3. Equipment

1.3.1. Such equipmentas is necessaryfor the implementationof this program
andwhich cannotbe obtainedin Guatemala. It is understoodthat the total
cost of thesaid equipmentshallnot exceedthe sumof U.S. $1,000(OneThou-
sand Dollars).

1.3.2. The Organizationshall retain title to the equipment referred to in
paragraph1.3.1 above, unless and until title theretois transferredon terms
andconditionsagreedbetweenthe Organizationandthe Government.

1.4. Supplies
The necessaryantigensand reagentsin quantitiesnot exceedingthe cost

of U.S. $500 (Five HundredDollars).

1.5. Transportationof Equipmentand Supplies
Transportationto Guatemalaof the equipmentand suppliesreferredto

in paragraph1.3. and 1.4 of this Part II.

PART III

Commitmentsof the Government

1. The Governmentundertakesto provide all of the personnel,materials,
suppliesand equipment required for the execution of the program, except
thosespecifiedin Part II hereof.

Specifically, the Government, through the Ministry, shall provide the
following:

1.1. Personnel
The professionaland auxiliary personnelwho will assumeresponsibility

for continuingtheprogramafterthepersonnelof theOrganizationhas beenwith-
drawn. This personnelshallworkwith theinternationalexpertfor the duration
of the program. The minimum numberof personnelto be providedby the
Ministry shallcomprisethreelaboratorytechnicianshavingpreviousexperience
in activities for the sero-diagnosisof syphilis.

1.2. Equipment
The equipmentrequiredfor operationof the laboratoryin GuatemalaCity.

1.3. Supplies
The suppliesnecessaryto supplementthe contributionof the Organization,

and requiredfor operationof the program.

1.4. Premises
Suitable premisesfor developmentof the activities of the laboratory, in

the building of the NationalDepartmentof Healthof the Ministry.
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1.5. Commitmentswith respectto the WHO Expert

The Governmentfurther undertakesto provide and pay for, in national
currencyor otherwise,the following:

(a) lodging for the expert, at the rate of 4 quetzalesper day if the said
expert travels to the country without dependents,and at the rate of
6 quetzalesper day if he is accompaniedby one or more dependents;

(b) travel expenses,including a per diem allowancefor the international
expert,at the rate of 10 quetzales,during his official travel within the
country away from his duty station;

(c) official telephone,telegraph,postalandothercommunicationexpenses;

(d) medical careand hospitalizationin Guatemala;
(e) taxesor any other levies collected by the Governmentnot coveredby

the privileges and immunities referred to in Part IV of the present
Agreement,if andwhen they are directly relatedor are necessaryfor
more efficiency in the performanceof service.

1.5.1. In lieu of making payment in accordancewith paragraph1.5 of this
Part III, the Governmentmay give suppliesandservicesin kind, to the extent
that may be agreedupon betweenthe Ministry andthe Organization.

PART IV

Final Provisions

1. The Governmentshall accordto the Organization,its personnel,property
andassetsin the country, in connectionwith the performanceof this Agreement,
all the privileges and immunities normally accordedto the Organization, its
property, assets,officials and expertsunder the provisionsof the Convention
on the Privileges andImmunities of the SpecializedAgencies.’

2. This Agreementshall enterinto force on 1 January1952 and shall remain
in effect until 31 December1952.

3. ThisAgreementmaybemodified by mutualagreementbetweenthe Govern-
ment andthe Organization. It may be extendedin like manner.

4. This Agreementmay be terminatedby either of the parties heretoupon
written notice to the other, and shall terminateninety (90) days from the date
of the receipt of suchnotice.

United Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. 33, p. 261; Vol. 43, p. 342; Vol. 46, p. 355; Vol. 51,
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5. This Agreementshallbe transmittedby the Director-Generalof theOrgani-
zationto the Secretary-Generalof the UnitedNationsfor registrationin accor-
dancewith Article 102 of the Charterof the United Nations.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorisedfor that
purpose,have signed this Agreementin GuatemalaCity, Guatemala,on the
21 dayof the monthof December1951,andin Washington,D.C. on the 29 day
of the month of December1951, in six (6) copies, threein Spanishand three
in English.

For the Governmentof the Republic For the World Health Organization:
of Guatemala:

(Signed) CarlosTEJEDA FONSECA (Signed) FredL. SOPER

Minister of Public Health andWelfare RegionalDirector for the Americas
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