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No. 1627. BASIC AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE WORLD
HEALTH ORGANIZATION AND THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND FOR THE PROVISION OF TECH-
NICAL ADVISORY ASSISTANCE TO THE TRUST, NON-
SELF-GOVERNING AND OTHER TERRITORIES FOR
WHOSEINTERNATIONAL RELATIONS THAT GOVERN-
MENT IS RESPONSIBLE. SIGNED AT GENEVA, ON
7 FEBRUARY 1952

The World Health Organization, (hereinafter referred to as “ the
Organization“) andthe Governmentof the UnitedKingdom of GreatBritain
and Northern Ireland (hereinafter referred to as the Governmentof the
United Kingdom”);

CONSIDERING the objectiveand functions of the Organizationas set out
in ChaptersI andII of the Constitution2of theWorld HealthOrganizationsigned
at New York on 22nd July, 1946;

NOTING the recommendationsof the Economicand Social Council of the
United Nations madein its resolutionnumber222 (IX) of 15thAugust, l949~
relatingto an expandedprogrammeof technicalassistancefor economicdevelop-
ment of under-developedcountries,and recognisingthat it is desirablein the
interestsof uniformity to apply the observationsandguiding principles set
out in Annex I to part <<A ~of Resolution222 (IX) of the EconomicandSocial
Council4 to technical advisory assistanceprovided under the regular budgets
of the Organization;

CONSIDERINGthe resolutionadoptedby theFourthWorld HealthAssembly
on the 24th May, 1951,relating to the costs to be borne by recipientGovern-
inents;’

DESIRING to promotethe advancementof the inhabitantsof the territories
in the spirit of ChaptersXI and XII of the Charterof the United Nations,
andto fulfil their mutual responsibilitiesin a spirit of friendly cooperation;

HAVE AGREED AS FOLLOWS

Article I

1. The Organizationshall, subject to the provisionsof the presentAgreement
(hereinafterreferred to as “the Basic Agreement“) and, so far as relevant,

Cameinto force on 7 February1952, upon signature,in accordancewith article V.
United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 14, p. 185.
United NationsdocumentE/i 553.

~United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 76, p. 132.
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in accordancewith the” Observationson and GuidingPrinciplesof anExpanded
Programmeof TechnicalAssistancefor Economic Development,” set out in
Annex I to Part “A” of Resolution222 A (IX) of the Economicand Social
Council of the United Nations (a copy of which is annexedhereto)’, render
such technicaladvisory assistanceas shallbe set out in SupplementaryAgree-
ments to be madepursuantto the Basic Agreement(hereinafterreferred to
as “ the SupplementaryAgreements“) to thosegovernmentsof the territories
for whoseinternationalrelations the Governmentof the United Kingdom are
responsible(hereinafterreferredto as “ Governmentsof the Territories “) and
for which technical advisory assistanceis requestedby the Governmentof
the UnitedKingdom. SuchSupplementaryAgreementsshall bemadebetween
the Organizationand the Governmentof the Territory concerned,actingwith
the authority of the Governmentof the United Kingdom; andthe Government
of the United Kingdomwill assumeinternationalresponsibilityfor suchSupple-
mentary Agreementsin the samemanneras if they had been concluded in
the nameof the Governmentof the United Kingdom.

2. The Organization shall, in respect of any SupplementaryAgreement to
which it is a party, consultwith the Governmentof the Territory concerned
in connexionwith the appointmentof any expertsunder that Supplementary
Agreement.

3. Suchexpertsshallbe responsibleto, andunderthe supervisionanddirection
of the Organization,except that, in so far as an expert is requiredto perform
executivefunctionsor to give instructions,heshall also beunderthe supervision
anddirectionof the appropriatedepartmentof theGovernmentof the Territory
concerned.

4. Suchexpertsshall, in the courseof their work, makeevery effort to instruct
any local technical staff of the Governmentof the Territory concernedwho
may be associatedwith them, in the methods,techniquesand practicesof
that work andin theprinciplesuponwhich thesearebased,andthe Government
of the Territory concernedshall, whereverpracticable, attach technicalstaff
to the expertsfor this purpose.

5. The Organization shall give sympathetic consideration to candidates
nominated by the Governmentof the United Kingdom in the awarding of
fellowships and scholarshipsin accordancewith the administrativeand other
arrangementswhichhavebeendrawnup by the Organizationfor its programmes.

6. The Organizationshall, with respectto any technicalequipmentor supplies
which may be furnished by it under any SupplementaryAgreement, retain
title thereto until such time as title may be transferred on such terms and

United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 76, p. 132.
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conditions as are agreedupon betweenthe Organizationand the Government
of the Territory concerned.

7. The Organization may, as part of the technical advisory assistance
furnished under any SupplementaryAgreement,make arrangementsfor the
carrying out of laboratory or other tests,experimentsor research,outside the
Territory concerned.

Article II

The Governmentsof the Territories shall, in receiving such technical
advisoryassistanceasshallbesetout in the SupplementaryAgreements,comply,
whereapplicable,with thoseprovisionsof AnnexI to Part ‘ A’ of the Economic
andSocial Council ResolutionNo. 222 (IX) which are set outunderthe heading
of “Participation of RequestingGovernments.”

Article III

1. The Organization shall, in respect of the technical advisory assistance
provided under any SupplementaryAgreement,defray thoseexpenseswhich
are incurred outside the Territory concerned,or such proportionsthereof as
may be specifiedin suchSupplementaryAgreement,regarding:

(a) the salariesof the experts;
(b) subsistenceand travel of the expertsto and from the place of recruit-

ment andthe placeof entry into the Territory as well as displacement
allowance,where applicable;

(c) any othernecessarytravel expensesof theexpertsoutsidetheTerritory;

(d) insuranceof the experts;
(e) purchaseand transportationto the Territory of any equipment or

supplieswhich may be provided by the Organizationfor the imple-
mentationof any technicaladvisory assistance;

(f) any other expensesincurred outside the Territory and necessaryfor
the provision of technicaladvisory assistance.

2. (a) The Governmentof eachTerritory which receivestechnical advisory
assistanceunderthe Basic Agreementor any SupplementaryAgreementshall
assumeresponsibility for the payment in local currencyof such part of the
costsof the technicaladvisory assistanceso furnishedto it as should be paid
for in local currencyor provided in kind accordingto the resolution adopted
by the FourthWorld HealthAssembly on the24th May, 1951 (acopy of which
is annexedhereto),subject to any modification specifiedin any Supplementary
Agreement.
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(b) For the purposeof meetingexpensesunderthis paragraph,the Govern-
ment of the Territory shall establisha local currencyfund or funds in such
amountsand under such proceduresas shall be specified in Supplementary
Agreements.

3. In lieu of the provisionof local currency,in accordancewith paragraph2
above, the Governmentof the Territory may provide supplies and services
in kind, to the extent that may be agreedupon between that Government
and the Organization.

4. In appropriatecasesthe Governmentof the Territory shall provide such
land, labour, equipment, suppliesand other servicesor property as may be
needed,which will be determinedas the need arisesby agreementwith the
Organization.

Article IV

1. The Government of each Territory which receives technical advisory
assistanceunderthe Basic Agreementor any SupplementaryAgreementshall,
in its Territory, apply to the Organization, its funds, property and assets,
and to its staff, the appropriateprovisionsof the Conventionon the Privileges
and Immunities of the SpecializedAgenciesof the United Nations1.

2. Staff of the Organization including experts engaged by it as members
of its staff, assignedto carry out the purposesof the Basic Agreementor of
any SupplementaryAgreement,shall be deemedto be “officials” within the
meaningof the aboveConvention.

Article V

I. The Basic Agreementshall enterinto force upon signature.

2. The Basic Agreement may be modified by agreement between the
Organizationandthe Governmentof the United Kingdom. TheSupplementary
Agreementsmay be modified by agreementbetweenthe Organizationand the
Governmentof theTerritory concernedacting in accordancewith theprovisions
of paragraph1 of Article I. In eachcasethe partieswill give full andsympathetic
considerationto any requestmadeby the other for such modification.

3. The Basic Agreement may be terminatedby either party upon written
noticeto the other, andshall terminatesixty days after receipt of such notice.

1 UnitedNations, TreatySeries,Vol. 1, pp. 15 and263; Vol. 4, p. 461; Vol. 5, p. 413; Vol. 6,
p. 433; Vol. 7, p. 353; Vol. 9, p. 398; Vol. 11, p. 406; Vol. 12, p. 416; Vol. 14, p. 490; Vol. 15,
p. 442; Vol. 18, p. 382; Vol. 26, p. 396; Vol. 42, p. 354; Vol. 43, p. 335; Vol. 45, p. 318; Vol. 66~
p. 346, and Vol. 70, p. 266.
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Termination of the Basic Agreementshallbe deemedto constitutetermination
of any SupplementaryAgreementsmadethereunder.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,duly appointedrepresentativesof
the Organizationand the Governmentof the United Kingdom respectively,
haveon behalf of the Parties,signed the presentAgreement.

DONE in duplicateat Geneva,this 7th day of February1952.

For the Organization
(Signed) Brock CHISHOLM

Director-General

Forthe Governmentof the
UnitedKingdom of GreatBritain

and Northern Ireland:
(Signed) J. G. S. BEITH

Headof the UK Permanent
Delegationin Geneva

ANNEX I

{See United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 76, p. 132.]

ANNEX II
RESOLUTION OF THE FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

ADOPTED ON 24 MAY 1951

COSTS TO BE BORNE BY RECIPIENT GOVERNMENTS

THE FOURTH WORLD HEALTH ASSEMBLY

HAVING CONSIDEREDvarious problemswhich havearisenwith regardto the require-
ment that governments should provide the funds to pay field service allowancesto
staff engagedby WHO on field projects,

NOTING the resolution of the Technical AssistanceCommitteeat its third session
on theseallowancesand the decisionof the Technical AssistanceBoard at its tenth
meeting,and

DESIRING TO PROVIDE uniformity in the costs required to be borne by recipient
governmentsfor projects financedunder its regularbudgetsand thosefinancedfrom
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theSpecialAccountfor the ExpandedProgrammeof TechnicalAssistancefor Economic
Development,1

1. RESOLVES that requesting governments should be expected to agree normally to
assumeresponsibility for a substantialpart of the costs of serviceswith which they
areprovided—atleastthatpart which can be paid in their own currencies;

2. RESOLVESthat in the light of the above-mentionedprinciple, agreementsbetween
the recipientgovernmentandWHO should provide for the paymentby the former in
local currencyor in kind of the following costs of eachproject, as appropriatein each
case:

(1) Local personnelservices,technicaland administrative,as well as labour;

(2) office spaceand buildings;
(3) suppliesandmaterialsobtainablewithin thecountry;
(4) local transportation;
(5) postaland telecommunications;
(6) medicalcare;
(7) provision of lodging for staff employed on projects in the recipientcountry,

providedthat in exceptionalcircumstancesandsubjectto theprior agreement
of theDirector-Generalof WHO (or, in thecaseof projectsfinancedfrom the
Special Account for the ExpandedProgrammeof Technical Assistancefor
Economic Development, the prior agreementof the Technical Assistance
Board), provision of lodging may not be required of recipient governments;
and further

3. DECIDES that recipient governmentsshould contributesuchfurthercostsor facilities,
including all or part of subsistenceallowances,asmaybe mutually agreedupon between
thegovernmentsandWHO.

(Signed)Dr. CH1SROLM
(Signed) J. G. BEITH

Attention is drawn to thefact that in the scheduleof field serviceallowancesprovisionally
in usefor projects financedfrom the SpecialAccount for TechnicalAssistance,someof the rates
sppearto betoo high, and it is suggestedthat theDirector-Generalof WHO makerepresentationa
to the TechnicalAssistanceBoardthat theyshould be constantlyunder review andmaintainedat
whatmight be consideredas a reasonablestandardof living.
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