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No. 1629. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE FRENCH REPUBLIC REGARDING RIGHTS OF
FISHERY IN AREAS OF THE ECREHOS AND MIN-
QUIERS. SIGNED AT LONDON, ON 30 JANUARY 1951

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern
Irelandandthe Governmentof the FrenchRepublic;

Consideringthat they have decidedto requestthe InternationalCourt of
Justice at The Hague to determineto which of them sovereigntyover the
isletswithin theEcrehosandMinquiers groupsshouldbe attributed;

Having regard to the Convention between Great Britain and France
signedon 2nd August, 1839,2 for defining and regulating the Limits of the
Exclusive Right of the OysterandotherFisheryon the Coastsof GreatBritain
andFrance(hereinafterreferredto as the 1839 Convention);

Desiring, without prejudice to the determinationof the questionof sove-
reignty, to settle certain differenceswhich have arisenbetween them with
referenceto fishing rightsin the areasof the Ecrehosand Minquiers;

Have agreedas follows

Article I

Subjectto the provisionsof Articles II, III andIV of the presentAgreement,
the 1839 Conventionshall, as betweenthe ContractingParties,be interpreted
as conferring on British nationalsand Frenchnationalsequal rights of fishery
in the whole areabetweenthe limit of three miles calculatedfrom low-water
mark on thecoastof theislandof Jerseyandthelimit within which the exclusive
right of fishing is reservedto Frenchnationalsby the 1839 Conventionas rede-
finedby the Declarationbetweenthe United Kingdomandthe Irish FreeState
and Franceregardingthe limits of French Fisheriesin Granville Bay signed
on 20th December,l928.~

I Cameinto force on 24 September1951 by the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification
atParis, in accordancewith articleVIII.

‘British andForeign State Papers,Vol. 27, p. 983.
‘League of Nations, Treaty Series,Volume LXXXVI, p. 429.
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Article II

(a) The ContractingParty, which is held to have sovereigntyover the
MaitresselIe in the Ecrehosgroup, shall havethe right to grant fishing con-
Lessionswithin a zone(hereinafterreferredto as Zone A) having a radiusof
one-third of a mile andcentredon the beaconsituated in the middle of that
island,subjectto theexceptionssetout in paragraph(b) of this Article.

(b)—(i) Thewholeof thetwo isolatedrockswhichlie betweenthe Colombier
and the MaltresseIle shall be includedwithin ZoneA.

(ii) The whole of the island of Marmotier togetherwith the rocks at the
southernmostextremity thereof, the isolated rock which lies to the south-
westwardof the island andthe whole of the Bigorne Bank shall be excluded
from ZoneA.

Article III

(a) The ContractingParty, which is held to have sovereigntyover the
MaItresselie in the Minquiers group, shall have the right to grant fishing
concessionswithin a zone(hereinafterreferredto as Zone B) having a radius
of one half mile andcentredon the point wherethe flagstaff situated on the
northernpart of theisland stoodon 24thJuly, 1950,subject to the exceptions
setout in paragraph(b) of this Article.

(b)—(i) The wholeof the groupof rocksknown as the “ Rocherdu Sud”
(but not the “ Rocher du Sud Bas “) shallbe included within Zone B.

(ii) The whole of the Red Fourchi Bank shallbe excludedfrom Zone B.

Article IV

(a) If it is heldthatthe UnitedKingdom hassovereigntyover thePipette
rocks, the Governmentof the United Kingdom shall havethe right to grant
fishing concessionswithin a zone(hereinafterreferredto as Zone C) having a
radiusof one half mile andcentredon the Pipette Beaconerectedon the rock
which on FrenchchartNo. 4599 bearsthe mark 13.3. It is, however,agreed
that ZoneC shallincludethewhole of thegroupof rocksknown as” La Carrée.”

(b) If it is held that Francehassovereigntyover the rocks known as the
Maisons,the Governmentof the FrenchRepublicshall havethe right to grant
fishing concessionswithin a zone(hereinafterreferredto as Zone D) having a
radiusof onehalf mile andcentredon the MaisonsBeaconerectedon the rock
which on FrenchchartNo. 4599 bearsthemark 20. It is, however,agreedthat
Zone D shall include the whole of the group of rocks known as “ La Vision.”

No. 1629
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Article V
(a) In the presentAgreement,the word “mile” meansa sea-mileequal

to one minuteof latitude.
(b) For the purposeof the applicationof Articles II, III andIV, the area

of therocksandbanks,to be includedin or excludedfrom ZonesA, B, C andD,~
shallbe the areawhich is uncoveredat thelowest low-water.

(c) Thelimits of ZonesA, B, C andD shallbe as shownon the two charts
annexed1to the presentAgreement. If thereshouldbe anydiscrepancybetween
the limits as shownon the chartsandas describedin Articles II, III andIV, the
limits shownon the chartsshallprevail.

Article VI
(a) Concessionsgrantedin accordancewith the presentAgreementshall—

(i) cover areasadjoining land which is abovewater at all statesof the
tide;

(ii) be clearly defined as regardsthe area to be covered, which, where
practicable,shallbe clearlymarked;

(iii) beusedbonafidefor thepurposesof fishing, or breedingor conserving
fish, including crustaceansandshell-fish.

(b) Such concessionsshall be grantedby the Governmentof the United
Kingdom to British nationals only and by the Governmentof the French
Republicto Frenchnationalsonly.

(c) The nationalsof oneContractingParty shallbe prohibitedfrom fishing
within the limits of any concessiongrantedby the other. Such prohibition
shall apply to all types of fishing, including oysterfishing, within the limits of
the concession.

(d) The ContractingParty grantinga concessionshall give notice thereof
to the otherContractingParty and the prohibition mentionedin paragraph(c)
of this Article shall takeeffect threemonthsafter receiptof the notification by
the latter.

(e) Concessionsgrantedin accordancewith the presentAgreementshall
not interferewith—

(i) freedomof accessfor boatsbelongingto nationalsof eitherContracting
Party to the anchorageon the north side of the MaltresseIle in the
Ecrehosandthe anchorageon the eastside of the MaItresselie in the
Minquiers;

(ii) freedomof accessfor suchboatsto the disembarkationpointsat those;
anchorages.

See insertsbetweenpp. 106 and 107 of this volume.
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Article VII

For the purposesof the presentAgreement

(a) The expression“ British nationals” means—

(i) physicalpersonswho areBritish subjectsor British-protectedpersons,
and

(ii) juridical personsincorporatedunderthe laws in force in the United
Kingdom or in any territory for whose international relations the
Governmentof the United Kingdom is responsible.

(b) The expression “ French nationals” means, physical or juridical
personswho arenationalsof the FrenchRepublicor of countriesor territories
for whoseinternationalrelationsthe FrenchRepublicis responsible.

Article VIII

(a) The presentAgreementshallbe subjectto ratification.

(b) The instrumentsof ratification shallbe exchangedas soonas possible
in ParisandthepresentAgreementshall comeinto force immediatelyupon the
exchangeof ratifications.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorisedby their
respectiveGovernments,havesignedthe presentAgreementandhaveaffixed
theretotheir seals.

DONE in duplicatein London,the 30th day of January,1951,in English

andFrench,both textsbeingequally authoritative.

(L.S.) K. G. YOUNGER

(L.S.) R. MAssmLI
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