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[TRADUCTION — TRANSLATION]

No. 1630. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE KINGDOM OF EGYPT AND THE UNITED
NATIONS RELIEF AND WORKS AGENCY FOR
PALESTINE REFUGEES IN THE NEAR EAST. SIGNED
AT ALEXANDRIA, ON 12 SEPTEMBER 1950

WHEREAS the General Assembly of the United Nations by Resolution
302 (TV)2 establishedthe UnitedNationsRelief andWorks Agency for Palestine
Refugeesin the NearEasthereinafterreferredto as theAgency andthis Agency
has takenover responsibility for relief to PalestineRefugeesin that portion of
Palestineoccupiedand administeredby the Egyptian Governmentwhere res—
ponsibility for direct relief was formerly vested in the United NationsRelief
for PalestineRefugeesandtheAmericanFriendsServiceCommittee.

WHEREAS the Egyptian Governmentat the FourthSessionof the General
Assembly adheredto and supportedthe Resolutionestablishingthe Agency.

WHEREAS the relief for Palestinerefugeeswas formerly the subjectof an
Agreement betweenthe Royal Egyptian Government, the Director of the
United NationsRelief for PalestineRefugeesandthe American FriendsService
Committeedated31 December1948 andthis Agreementhasbeencontinuedby
grace of the Royal Egyptian Governmentpending the conclusionof a new
Agreementbetweenthat Governmentand the Agency.

WHEREASthe suppliesto be distributedrepresentgifts of Memberstatesof
the United Nations and other for the relief of Palestine Refugeesand these
suppliesreachthat areaof Palestineoccupiedand administeredby the Royal
Egyptian Governmentthrough ports andterritoriesof the Kingdom of Egypt.

WHEREAS the Agency recognisesthat assistanceis necessaryfor the relief
of PalestineRefugeesto prevent conditionsof starvation and distressamong
them andto that endconsultationsshallbe instituted betweenthe Agency and
the RoyalEgyptian Governmentat the earliestpossibledate.

WHEREAS the Royal Egyptian Governmenthasadvisedthe Director of the
Agency andhis Advisory Commissionof its continuedcooperationin the pro-.
grammeof relief for PalestineRefugees,it has beenagreedto set forth those
facilities and immunities regardedas essentialto the successfulcontinuationof
the UnitedNationsrelief andworks programme.

1 Cameinto force on 12 September1950, as from the date of signature,in accordancewitl~
the final clause.

~United NationsdocumentA.1251.
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Article I

(1) The Royal Egyptian Governmentagreesto grant eachrepresentative
of the Directorof the Agencywhosenamemaybe submittedto andacceptedby
the RoyalEgyptianGovernmentawritten permit whichwill

a) enablehim or herto move freely andat any timethroughoutEgyptand
Egyptian controlled areasof SouthernPalestinein which substantial
groupsof refugeesmay befound,and

b) enablehim or her to move freely and at any time betweenthis areaof
SouthernPalestineandthe Kingdom of Egypt.

(2) The RoyalEgyptian Governmentagreesto issue at the requestof the
Director of theAgency or his deputyto locally recruitedpersonnelemployedby
the Agency (suchasdoctors,nurses,drivers,messengers)whosenamesmay be
submittedto andacceptedby the RoyalEgyptian Governmentwritten permits
which will enable them to move freely in the above mentionedterritories.
It beingunderstoodthat thesewritten permitscanbewithdrawnfrom the bene-
ficiaries on securitygroundsorupon evidencebeingproducedof unlawful actions
which they may havecommitted.

(3) The Royal Egyptian Governmentagreesto issuepermits which will
permit cars andvehiclesof the Agency to move freely and at any time within
theabovementionedareas.

(4) It being understoodthat the freedom of movement mentioned in
paras.1, 2 and3 abovewill bein accordancewith Police regulationsandregula-
tions relatingto military securityin the zoneswheresuchregulationsmay exist.

Article II

1) The RoyalEgyptianGovernmentagreesto furnish without any cost for
goods stores produce and equipment destinedfor the refugeesin Southern
Palestinethe following services

a) labourfor unloading andhandling

b) transportby rail and lorries andfuel therefor

c) warehousesandstores

d) safeconductduring storageandtransport

2) It being understoodthat the Royal Egyptian Governmentwill not be
held responsiblefor any damage or loss due to transport operationsmajor
defectsin the articlescircumstancesbeyondtheir control or accidents.
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Article III

(1) Thegoodsstoresproduceandequipmentincluding petroleumproducts
destinedfor the refugeesin SouthernPalestinewill be admittedexemptof all
customsduty taxesor import duties of any sort collected for the profit of the
State or any public administration.

(2) Subject to measuresconnectedwith security and public order the
aforementionedgoodsstores produce and equipmentwill be exemptedfrom
Customsexaminationandinspection. This exemptioncan bewithdrawn if the
Customsauthoritiesfind out that it is being abused.

Further,theAgency is exemptedfrom havingto obtain exportpermits from
Egypt import permits into SouthernPalestine or foreign exchangepermits
for all the aforementioneditems.

Article IV

The goods stores produce and equipmentincluding petroleum products
brought into SouthernPalestineby virtue of the precedingArticles remainthe
property of the United Nations until delivery to the individual beneficiaries.

Article V

The Royal Egyptian Governmentundertakesto provide rapid meansof
communicationincluding if necessaryfull opportunity for telecommunication
betweenGazaandPort Said or Cairo including the use of the facilities of the
RoyalEgyptianArmy it being understoodthat suchfacilities will be usedsolely
for the purposeof communicationsdirectly relating to the operation of the
relief andworks programme.

Article VI

With aview to facilitating the Agency’smission:

(1) The RoyalEgyptianGovernmentwill appoint a Liaison Officer, whose
namewill be sent to the Director of the Agency, who will centralizeall the
Agency’s requestsin the territoryof SouthernPalestineunderEgyptiancontrol,
andwho will be the intermediarybetweentheAgency andthePublicAuthorities
in this territory.

(2) The Royal Egyptian Governmentwill put at the Agency’s disposalthe
lists in its possessionof refugeesnow in Egyptor in the said territoryof Southern
PalestineunderEgyptiancontrol.
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(3) The final lists will be broughtup to dateby the additionof newnames
of refugeesby mutual agreementbetweenthe Governor Generalof Southern
PalestineunderEgyptiancontrol andthe Director of theAgency or hisdeputy.
Any deletion from the lists or discontinuanceof suppliesor goodsto refugees
whosenamesarealreadyon theselists will be madeby the sole authority of the
Governor General,after consultationwith the Director of the Agency, or his
deputy.

Article VII

The Royal Egyptian Governmentagreesto grant to the Director of the
Agency his deputyandto the Membersof the Advisory Commissionprovided
for in the aforementionedResolutionof the United Nations GeneralAssembly
the privileges and immunities normally enjoyed by international custom by
diplomatic envoysof equivalentrank. They will be exemptedas will all the
internationallyemployedstaff membersof theAgencyfrom quarantinecustoms
and other fees of similar naturewhen travelling upon official businessof the
Agency.

TheaboveArticles areherebya matterof Agreementbetweenthe Govern-
ment of theKingdom of Egypt andthe Directorof the United Nations Relief
and WorksAgency for PalestineRefugeesin theNear East. It will come into
force from the dateof signaturesubjectto approvalby the EgyptianParliament.

For the Egyptian Government: For UNRWA:
Minister of Foreign Affairs p.i. The Director

Ibrahim FARAG Howard KENNEDY

12th September,195&
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EXCHANGE OF LETTERS

I

TheDirectorofthe UnitedNationsReliefand WorksAgencyfor PalestineRefugees
in the NearEast to the EgyptianMinister of Foreign Affairs ad interim

Excellency,

I havethe honourto refer to the Agreementbetweenthe RoyalEgyptian
Governmentand UNRWA, signed to-day, and in particular to Article VI,
paragraph3, of the same.

It is my understandingas regardsthe Article in questionthat no objection
will beraisedonbehalfof theRoyalEgyptianGovernmentto deletionof Refugees
from the list becauseof deaths,official transfersto other areasor becauseof
transfersto wage paying works projects. It is understoodthat deletions of
refugeeworkers andtheir dependentswill remainvalid only during the period
the refugeeis employedon wage paying projects.

It is also my understandingthat the approximativenumberof refugeesat
the timethe Agreementwasinitialled, the23 of July 1950, viz 200,000refugees,
shall be acceptedas a working basis.

I havethe honourto be, Excellency,

Yours very truly,

Howard KENNEDY

Director UNRWA
12 Sept.1950
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II

The EgyptianMinister of Foreign Affairs ad interim to the Director of the

UnitedNationsReliefand WorksAgencyfor PalestineRefugeesin the Near East

MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES 1ITRANG~RES

CABINET DU MINISTRE

Cairo,September12th, 1950
No B 43

Dear GeneralKennedy,

I havethehonourto acknowledgereceiptof your letteron the subjectof the
newAgreementbetweentheRoyalEgyptian GovernmentandUNRWA, signed
to-day.

Having regardto Article VI, paragraph3, of the Agreementreferredto
above,I herebyconfirm on behalfof my Government,thatno objectionwill be
raisedto deletion of refugeesfrom the list becauseof deaths,officials transfers
to other areasor becauseof transfersto wage paying works projects. It is
understoodthat deletionsof refugeeworkersandtheir dependentswill remain
valid only during the periodthe refugeeis employedon wage paying projects,
and that the approximativenumberof refugeesat thetime theAgreementwas
initialled on the23 July 1950, viz 200,000shallbe acceptedas a working basis.

With expressionsof my highestregard,believeme, Sir,

Yours very truly,

Ministerof ForeignAffairs a.~
(Signed) Ibrahim FARAG

H.E. Mr. Howard Kennedy
Director UNRWA
Cairo
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