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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 1631. CHARTER1 OF THE ORGANIZATION OF CEN-.
TRAL AMERICAN STATES(SAN SALVADOR CHARTER).
SIGNED AT SAN SALVADOR, ON 14 OCTOBER 1951

The Governmentsof CostaRica, El Salvador, Guatemala,Hondurasand
Nicaragua,inspiredby the highestidealsof CentralAmerica,anxiousto promote
a beneficial and fraternal relationship amongthe Central American Republics,
andcertainof faithfully interpretingthe wishesof their respectivepeoples;and

CONSIDERING:

That the CentralAmerican Republics,parts of a singlenationsplit asunder,
areunited by indestructiblebondswhich should be usedandstrengthenedfor
their collective benefit;

That the fraternal andorganizedco-operationof them all is essentialfor
the progressivedevelopmentof their institutions and the common solution of
their problems;

That it is necessaryto remove the artificial barriers which separatethe
peoplesof Central America andto achievea joint determinationto solve their
problemsand to defend their interestsby meansof collective and systematic
action;

That the attemptsmadein the courseof the independentexistenceof the
CentralAmericanRepublicsto restoretheir formerunity havebeenfruitless; and

That moderninternationallaw providesan adequatemethod of achieving
that purposethroughthe creationof regionalorganizations:

THEREFORE:

The above-mentionedGovernmentsdecide to establishan Organization
of Central American States for the co-ordinationof their joint efforts. To
that end, their Ministersof ForeignAffairs, duly authorized,haveagreedupon
the following:

I Caine into force on 9 January1952, by the depositof theinstrumentsof ratification of the
Republicsof CostaRica, El Salvador,Guatemala,Honduras and Nicaragua,in accordancewith
article 21.

Following are the datesof deposit of therespectiveinstrumentsof ratification with theMinistry
of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador:

El Salvador 3 December1951
Guatemala 14 December1951
Nicaragua 14 December1951
CostaRica 14 December1951
Honduras 9 January 1952
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PURPOSES

Article 1. — CostaRica,El Salvador,Guatemala,HondurasandNicaragua
constitutethe Organization of Central American States (O.C.A.S.), for the
following purposes:to strengthenthe bonds which unite them; to consult
togetherin order to guaranteeand maintain their fraternal existenceside by
side in this region of the Continent; to prevent and avert all discord and to
ensurethe peacefulsettlementof any disputethat may arise betweenthem;
to help one another;to seekjoint solutionsof their commonproblems;and to
promote their economic, social and cultural developmentby means of co-
operativeand concertedaction.

PRINCIPLES

Article 2. — The CentralAmericanRepublics,asMembersof the United
Nations andof the Organizationof American States,on the occasionof estab-
lishing the Organizationof Central AmericanStates,herewithaffirm theirfaith
in the principles of the Charterof the United Nations and of the Charter’ of
the Organizationof AmericanStatesandtheir adherenceto thoseprinciples.

Article 3. — The Organizationof Central AmericanStatesis basedon the
principles sanctionedby the Charter of the United Nations and the Charter
of the Organization of American Statesand, in particular, on the juridical
equality of States,on mutualrespectandon the principle of non-intervention.

ORGANS

Article 4. — The organsof the Organizationof Central American States
are:

The Conferenceof Presidents(if andwhenit meets);
The Conferenceof ForeignMinisters;
The Conferenceof Ministersof otherbranches(if andwhenit meets);.
The CentralAmericanOffice; and
The EconomicCouncil.

Article 5. — Whenthefive Presidentsof the Republicsof CentralAmerica
meet togetherfor consultation,sucha Conferenceshall be the supremeorgan
of the Organization.

Article 6. — The principal organof the Organizationof CentralAmerican
Statesshallbe the Conferenceof ForeignMinisters.

The Foreign Ministers may be accompaniedby councillors and advisers,
but if theseare not nationalsby birth of the CentralAmericanRepublics,they
may not replacethe respectiveMinisters at the meetings.

1 United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 119.
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If a ForeignMinister is unableto attendthe Conference,he may be repre-
sentedby a SpecialDelegate.

Article 7. — The Conferenceof Foreign Ministers shall meet in regular
sessionevery two years, and in special sessionwhenevernot less than three
of their numberdeem it necessary.

Article 8. — The Conferenceof Foreign Ministers shallmeetin rotation
in the CentralAmericancountriesin thefollowing order: Guatemala,Nicaragua,
El Salvador, Hondurasand Costa Rica; the Conferenceshall meetin the city
designatedby the Governmentconcerned.

Article 9. — In the Conferenceof ForeignMinisters, eachRepublicshall
haveone vote only.

Decisionson questionsof substancemustbe adoptedunanimously.When-
ever it is in doubt whether a questionis one of substanceor of procedure,
a unanimousvote shall be required.

Article 10. — Conferencesof Ministers of other branchesmay be called
by any of the Governmentswheneverthey encounterin any branch of the
public administrationa problemthe solution of which calls for collectivestudy
and a joint Central American plan.

Article 11. — The Central American Office shall be the Secretariatof
the Organization.

Its functions shall include: a) providing secretarialservicesfor the Con-
ference of Foreign Ministers and for any Conferencesof Ministers of other
branches;b) co-ordinating the work of the various organsand assistingthem
in their efforts;andc) preparinganddistributing all appropriatedocumentation.

The seatof the Central AmericanOffice shallbethe capitalof the Republic
of El Salvador.

Article 12. — The Central American Office shall be under the authority
of a Secretary-Generalelected by the Conferenceof Foreign Ministers for a
period of four years, which may not be extended. This official may not be
re-elected.

The Secretary-Generalshall appoint the additional staff required,having
regard in its selection to an equitable geographicaldistribution among the
Central American States.

Article 13. — For the maintenanceof the Office, a contribution shall be
fixed for eachmemberof the Organization,on the basisof a budgetandscale
of contributionsto be submittedby an ad hoc committeeand approvedby the
Conferenceof Foreign Ministers.

Article 14. — The Economic Council shall havesuch functions as may
be assignedto it by the Conferenceof Foreign Ministers, to which it shall
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reporton its work andactivitiesandsubmittheproposalsandrecommendations
which it adopts.

The Councilshall be composedof delegatesappointedby Governments,
randshall meet at least oncea year,at a time andplace chosenby itself.

SUBSIDIARY ORGANS

Article 15. — The Conferenceof Foreign Ministers may set up, as
subsidiaryorgans,suchcouncils, institutesandcommissionsas it deemsappro-
priate for the study of various problems.

The seat of the various subsidiary organsshall be chosenin accordance
with the principle of equitablegeographicaldistribution and with the needs
which haveled to their establishment.

Article 16. — Eachof the varioussubsidiaryorgansshall submit detailed
reports on its work to the Conferenceof Foreign Ministers and may suggest
to it such resolutionsand measuresas it may deemappropriate.Theseorgans
must also report to the Conference,at eachregular session,on the progress
~oftheir respectivework and advise the Conferencesof Ministers of various
brancheswith regardto the work entrustedto them.

SPECIAL COUNCIL

Article 17. — There shall be a Council composedof the diplomatic
representativesof the Republics of Central America to the country in which
the next Conferenceof Foreign Ministers is to be held andof a delegatefrom
that country’s Ministry of Foreign Affairs.

This Councilshall advisethe Governmentof the host countryon prepara-
~tions for the Conference.

GENERAL PROVISIONS

Article 18. — Noneof theprovisionsof thepresentChartershallprejudice
the respectand observanceof the constitutional laws of each Republic or be
construedas impairing the rights and obligationsof the Central American
RepublicsasMembersof theUnitedNationsandof theOrganizationof American
~Statesor the special positionstakenby any one of them by meansof specific
reservationsin existing treatiesor conventions.

Article 19. — ThepresentChartershallberatifiedby theCentralAmerican
Republics with the least possible delay, in conformity with their respective
constitutionalprocesses.

It shallberegisteredwith theSecretariatof the UnitedNationsin accordance
with Article 102 of the UnitedNations Charter.
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Article 20. — The original of the presentChartershall bedepositedwith
the Ministry of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador,which shall transmit certified
true copiesthereof to the Ministries of Foreign Affairs of the other Central
American Republics.

The instrumentsof ratification shall also be depositedwith the Ministry
of Foreign Affairs of El Salvador,which shall notify the Ministries of Foreign
Affairs of the other Republicsof eachdeposit.

Article 21. — The presentChartershall comeinto force on the day of
the deposit of the instrumentsof ratification of the Republics of Costa Rica,
El Salvador, Guatemala,Hondurasand Nicaragua.

Article 22. — This Convention on the Organization of the Central
American Statesshall be called “San SalvadorCharter“.

TEMPORARY PROVISIONS

1. ThepresentConventionshallbe opento theRepublicof Panamawhich
may at anytimeaccedeto thisCharterandbecomeamemberof theOrganization
of Central American States.

2. The first regular Conferenceof Foreign Ministers shall be called by
the Governmentof the Republicof Guatemalain the courseof theyearfollowing
that in which the presentCharter comesinto force.

IN FAITH WHEREOF, theMinistersof ForeignAffairs of the CentralAmerican
Republics havesignedthis documentat the city of SanSalvador,on the four-
teenthday of October,one thousandnine hundredand fifty-one.

For Costa Rica: Mario ECHANDI

For El Salvador: Roberto E. CANESSA

For Guatemala: Manuel GALICH

For Honduras: J. EdgardoVALENZUELA

For Nicaragua: OscarSEVILLA SACASA
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