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No. 2117. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF
THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA TO FACILITATE
THE INTERCHANGE OF PATENTS AND TECHNICAL
INFORMATION FOR DEFENCE PURPOSES. SIGNED
AT LONDON, ON 19 JANUARY 1953

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern
Irelandandthe Governmentof the United Statesof America,

Having agreed in the Mutual DefenceAssistanceAgreementsigned in
Washington on the 27th January, 1950,2 to negotiate, upon the requestof
eitherof them,appropriatearrangementsbetweenthem respectingpatentsand
technicalinformation;

Desiringgenerallyto assistin the productionof equipmentandmaterials
for defence,by facilitating andexpeditingthe interchangeof patentrights and
technical information; and

Acknowledgingthat the rights of private ownersof patentsand technical
informationshould be fully recognisedandprotectedin accordancewith the
law applicableto suchpatentsandtechnicalinformation;

Have agreedas follows:

Article I

EachContractingGovernmentshall, wheneverpracticablewithout undue
limitation of, or impedimentto, defenceproduction,facilitate the useof patent
rights, andencouragetheflow anduseof privately-ownedtechnicalinformation,
for defencepurposes—

(a) throughthe medium of anyexisting commercialrelationshipsbetweenthe
ownersof suchpatentrights andtechnicalinformation in one countryand
the userin the othercountry, whethersuchuseris a privatepersonor firm
or the Governmentof thatothercountryor anentity ownedby thatGovern-
ment; and

1 Came into force on 19 January1953, as from the date of signature, in accordancewith
article X.
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(b) in the absenceof suchexisting relationships,through the creationby such
ownersof suchcommercialrelationships,

provided that sucharrangementsshallnot conflict with securityrequirements,
and provided further that the terms of all such arrangementsshall be subject
to the applicablelaws of the two countries.

Article II

When, for defencepurposes, technical information is supplied by one
ContractingGovernmentto the otherfor information only, andthis is stipulated
at thetimeof supply,the recipientGovernmentshall treatthe technicalinforma-
tion as disclosedin confidenceand use its best endeavoursto ensurethat the
information is not dealtwith in any mannerlikely to prejudicetherights of the
owner thereofto obtain patentor other like statutoryprotectiontherefor.

Article III

Each Contracting Government shall accord to any information made
available to it or its nationalsfor the purposesof defencethe samedegreeof
security protection as such information receives in the country from which
it is transmitted. Patentableinformation transmittedfor such purposes,but
which is subjectto securityrestrictionsin the countryof origin, shallbe treated
with no less security restrictions in the country to which it is transmitted.
Information which is the subjectof a patentapplicationheld in secrecyin the
country of origin shall be accordedsimilar treatmentwhen a corresponding
patentapplication is filed in the othercountry.

Article IV

(a) Where privately ownedtechnicalinformation of commercialvalue—

(i) has beencommunicatedby or on behalf of the ownerthereofto the Con-
tracting Governmentof the country of which he is a national and is sub-
sequentlydisclosedby that Governmentto the other ContractingGovern-
ment for the purposesof defenceand is usedor disclosedby the latter
Governmentwithout the expressor implied consentof the owner, or

(ii) has been disclosedfor purposesof defence,at the requestof either Con-
tracting Government,by or on behalf of the owner thereof (such owner
being a national of the country of one of the Contracting Governments)
to the ContractingGovernmentof the countryof which he is not a national
andis usedor disclosedby that Governmentwithout the expressor implied
consentof the owner.
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the Contracting Governmentsagree that, subject to the applicable law of
either Contracting Governmentand in the absenceof other arrangements
regardingcompensationmadethrough the commercial relationships referred
to in Article I, the ownershallbe entitled to receiveprompt, just andeffective
àompensationfor theuseof the information andfor any damageto his interests
therein resulting from the use or disclosurethereof, and that the necessary
stepsshallbe taken to ensurepaymentof any due compensation. Any com-
pensationpayableto theownerunderthis Article shallbepaid by the Contracting
Governmentfirst receiving the information under this Article, but without
prejudice to any arrangementsbetween the two Contracting Governments
regardingthe assumptionas betweenthem of liability for compensation. The
Contracting Governmentsagreethat the owner shall be afforded, so far as
practicable, the opportunity of protecting and preserving any rights he may
havein the information.

(b) “ Technical information” as used in this Article meansinformation
originatedby or peculiarlywithin the knowledgeof the ownerthereofand those
in privity with him and not available to the public.

(c) The commercialvalueof technical information for the purposeof this
Article also includesits valuesolelyor partly for military purposes.

Article V

(a) When an inventionownedby one ContractingGovernmentis usedby
the otherContractingGovernmentfor defencepurposes,suchuse shall, to the
extentthat no liability is incurred by either Governmentto any privateowner
of a proprietaryor other legal interestin theinvention, be without cost to such
other Government.

(b) Inventions madein United Kingdom Governmentestablishmentsor
departmentsand owned by the National ResearchDevelopmentCorporation
or Power Jets (Researchand Development)Limited or like agenciesprimarily
establishedfor the purposesof holding and exploiting patents,shall, for the
purposeof this Article, be treatedas though they were Government-owned.

(c) Whenever either Contracting Governmentcan grant to the other
Contracting Governmentfor defencepurposesa licence to use an invention
not coveredby (a) abovewithout incurring liability to any private owner of a
proprietaryor other legal interesttherein, it shall do so without cost to such
other Government.
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(d) Nothing in this Article shall affect any licensing or other agreement
alreadyin forceat the dateof this Agreementor any royalty or othercompensa-
tion paid or agreedto be paidthereunder.

Article VI

Each Contracting Governmentshall designatea representativeto meet
with the representativeof the other Contracting Governmentto constitutea
TechnicalProperty Committee. It shall be the function of this Committee
to considersuch mattersrelating to the subjectof this Agreementas may be
brought beforeit by eitherContractingGovernment,and, in addition,—

(a) to makerecommendationsto the ContractingGovernmentsconcerningany
question, brought to its attention by either of them, relating to patent
rights andtechnical information,which arisesin connexionwith thedefence
programmeof either ContractingGovernment;

(b) to assistin the negotiation of commercial or other agreementsfor the use
of patent rights and technical information in the defenceprogrammeof
either ContractingGovernment;

(c) to take note of pertinent commercialor other agreementsfor the use of
patent rights andtechnicalinformation in the defenceprogrammeof either
ContractingGovernment,and,wherenecessary,to obtain the views of the
two Governmentson the acceptabilityof such agreements;

(d) to encourageprojectsfor technical collaborationbetweenand among the
armedservicesof the two ContractingGovernmentsand to facilitate the
use of patent rights and technical information in such projects;

(e) to arrangefor the procurementof, andto makerecommendationsrespecting
paymentfor, licencesandalso to arrangeindemnities, covering inventions
in appropriatecasesarising in the defenceprogrammeof eitherContracting
Government;

(f) to makerecommendationsto the ContractingGovernmentsregardingthe
assumptionof liability for compensationreferredto in Article IV; and

(g) to keepunder review all questionsconcerningthe use,for the purposesof
the defenceprogrammeof eitherContractingGovernment,of all inventions
which are, or hereaftercome, within the provisionsof Article V.

Article VII

Each Contracting Governmentshall supply to the other all necessary
information andotherassistancerequiredfor thepurposesof assessingpayments
and awardsarising out of the operationof this Agreement.
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Article VIII

Nothing in this Agreementshall apply to patents,patentapplicationsand
technical information in the field of atomic energywhich are restricted by the
applicablelaws of either ContractingGovernment.

Article IX

(a) This Agreementshall, on the part of the Governmentof the United
Kingdom, extendonly to the United Kingdom of GreatBritain and Northern
Ireland.

(b) If the Governmentof the United Stateswish the Agreement to be
extendedto any other territory for whoseinternationalrelations the Govern-
ment of the UnitedKingdom are responsible,thetwo Governmentswill consult
togetherregardingthe possibility of securingthe extensionof the Agreement
to that territory,

(c) In this Agreement“country” meansthe United Kingdom of Great
Britain and Northern Ireland or the United Statesof America.

Article X

This Agreementshall enterinto force on the dateof signature,and shall
be registeredwith the Secretary-Generalof the United Nations.

Article XI

The termsof this Agreementmay be reviewedat any time at the request
of either ContractingGovernment.

Article Xli

This Agreementshall terminate on the datewhen the Mutual Defence
AssistanceAgreementterminatesor six monthsafter notice of terminationby
either Contracting Government, but without prejudice to obligations and
liabilities which havethen accruedpursuantto the termsof this Agreement.

IN WITNESSWHEREOFtheundersigned,being duly authorisedtheretoby their
respectiveGovernments,havesigned the presentAgreement.

DONE in duplicateat Londonthis 19th day of January,1953.

Forthe Governmentof the United Kingdom of Great Britain
and Northern Ireland:

Anthony EDEN

For the Governmentof the United Statesof America:
Walter S. Gu~oRD
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