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No. 2120. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED NA-
TIONS AND THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGAN-
ISATION AND THE GOVERNMENT OF EGYPT CON-
CERNING TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE FOR A DEMON-
STRATION CENTRE FOR THE BLIND. SIGNED AT
CAIRO, ON 26 FEBRUARY 1953

The United Nationsand the International Labour Organisation(herein-
after called “the Organizations“) and

The Governmentof Egypt (hereinaftercalled “ the Government“),
Desiring to give effect to the resolutionsanddecisionsrelatingto technical

assistanceof the Organizations,which resolutionsanddecisionsare intended
to promotethe economicandsocial progressand developmentof peoples,

Have enteredinto this Agreementin a spirit of friendly cooperation.

Article I

DEMONSTRATION CENTRE FOR THE REHABILITATION OF THE BLIND

1. Thereshallbe establishedat Zeitoun,Cairo, a DemonstrationCentrefor the
Rehabilitationof the Blind (hereinaftercalled “ the Centre“).

2. The Centre shall have a regionalcharacter,that is, its activities shall be
designedto benefit Egypt as well as the other Arabic-speakingcountries.
3. The Centre shall start operatingin 1952, at a time to be agreedupon by
the Organizationsand the Government.

Article II

AcTIvITIEs OF THE CENTRE

The activitiesof the Centreshall include:
1) provision of generaleducationand vocationaleducationto blind children

between6 and 16 yearsof age;
2) provision of home teachingservicesfor blind persons;
3) provisionof employmentto blind personsin

a) the shelteredworkshopto be attachedto the Centre,
b) home industries,and
c) private firms;

1 Cameinto force on 26 February1953, upon signature,in accordancewith article VIII (1).
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4) production and distribution of books and other printed matter in braille,
throughthe BraillePrintingPressDepartmentto beestablishedat theCentre;

5) training of Egyptian nationals and nationals of other Arabic speaking
countries,in blind welfare.

The activities mentionedin paragraphs1) to 4) above, shallbe conducted

in sucha manneras to provide training in thesefields of blind welfare.

Article III

PREVENTION OF BLINDNESS COMMITTEE

1. The Government,in consultationwith theDirector of theCentrementioned
in paragraph1 (a) of Article IV below, shall set up a “Preventionof Blindness
Committee”to be composedof representativesof the Medical Departmentof
the Ministry of Education, the Ophthalmicand PropagandaDepartmentsof
the Ministry of Health, the Social Security Departmentof the Ministry of
Social Affairs, and the Society of Ophthalmologists. The Director of the
Centreshall be an ex officio memberof thePreventionof BlindnessCommittee.
2. The main tasksof thePreventionof BlindnessCommitteeshallbe:
a) to establishrules concerningthe definition and classificationof blindness

(total blindness,different degreesof partial blindness,etc.);
b) to draw up regulationsfor the registration of totally and partially blind
persons;
c) to organizeresearchinto the causesof blindness;and
d) to work out plans andproceduresfor more effective useof the methodsof

the preventionof blindnessnow in operation.

3. The Preventionof BlindnessCommitteeshall work in close cooperation
with the Centre.

Article IV

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE OF THE UNITED NATIONS

1. The United Nationsshallmakeavailablefor the period of oneyear,which

periodmay be extendedby agreementwith the Government,the servicesof

a) oneexpert to act as the Directorof the Centre; and
b) oneexperton hometeachingfor the blind.

2. The UnitedNationsshalldefray the following costsfor theseexperts:

a) their salariesas well asanyallowancesto which they may be entitled;
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b) the costsof their travel to andfrom Cairo;
c) their insurance.

3. The UnitedNationsshall provide anddeliver in Cairo:

a) a Braille Printing Press;
b) accessoriesto the Braille PrintingPress;
c) the material neededby the Braille Printing PressDepartmentof the Centre

mentionedin paragraph4 of Article II above,for one year’s productionof
braille textbooks. The extensionof this kind of assistanceshould be the
subjectof agreementbetweenthe United Nationsandthe Egyptian Govern-
ment.

4. On the advice of the expertsmentionedin paragraph1 above, and upon
agreementwith the Government, the United Nations may provide further
equipmentespeciallyfor educationalandtraining activities of the Centreand
for the shelteredworkshop,mentionedin paragraphs1, 2 and3 (a) of Article II
above.

5. All non-expendableequipmentreferredto in the two precedingparagraphs
shall remainthe propertyof the United Nations unlessanduntil such time as
title may be transferredon terms and conditions agreed upon betweenthe
United Nations andthe Government.

6. The United Nationsshallgrant two six-monthfellowshipsto two Egyptian
nationalsto be chosenamongcandidatesnominatedby the Government,one
for training in the administrationof blind welfare, and the other for training
in Braille printing.

7. The United Nations shall considerthe granting,accordingto its pertinent
regulations,of further fellowships to Egyptian nationals nominatedby the
Governmentand recommendedby the experts mentioned in paragraph I
above,in consultationwith the Egyptian Government.

8. a) The United Nationsshallfavourably considerthe granting accordingto
its pertinentregulations,of scholarshipsfor maximumperiodsof two academic
yearsto traineesfor training at the Centrein the teachingof blind, thesetrainees
to be selectedfrom among candidatesfrom Arabic Statesnominatedby their
respectiveGovernmentsandrecommendedby the Director. The numberof
thesetraineesshould be agreedupon betweenthe United Nations and the
Egyptian Government.

b) As a rule, only personswho have received University or technical
educationand who possesspractical experienceeither in teachingor in social
welfare shallbe nominatedas candidatesfor scholarships.
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Article V

TECHNICAL ASSISTANCE OF THE INTERNATIONAL LABOUR ORGANISATION

1. The International LabourOrganisationshall makeavailable for the period
of oneyear,which periodmay beextendedby agreementwith the Government,
the servicesof oneexperton industrial-vocationalguidancefor the blind.

2. The International Labour Organisationshall defray for this expert the
costs listed in paragraph2 of Article IV above.

3. TheInternationalLabourOrganisationshallconsiderthegranting,according
to its pertinent regulations,of fellowships to Egyptiannationalsnominatedby
the Governmentand recommendedby the expertmentionedin paragraphI
above.

Article VI

PARTICIPATION OF THE GOVERNMENT

1. The Centreshallbe under the supervisionof the Government.

2. The Governmentshallmakeavailable,anddefray the expensesfor:

a) thelocal teaching,administrativeandtechnicalstaffrequiredfor the activities
of the Centre, and suited to continuethose activities after the end of the
assignmentof the threeexpertsof the Organizations;

b) oneofficial to act as liaison officer betweenthe Centreon theone hand,and
thepublic andprivateagenciesinterestedin thewelfareof the blind, on the
otherhand.

c) the clerical and other personnelrequiredfor the proper functioning of the
Centre, including the personnel(escorts,guards, cooks, etc.) required for
the children and traineesto be accommodatedat the Centreaccording to

(e) and(f) below.
d) adequatepremisesfor the Centre;

e) accommodationfor at least 100 blind children who will receivegeneraland
vocationaleducationat the Centre;

f) accommodationfor at least 16 trainees;

g) workshop premisesin Cairo;
h) adequatefurniture and equipmentfor the premisesand accommodations

mentionedin d), e), f) and g) above, and adequatemaintenanceof those
premises,accommodations,furniture and equipment.
No. 2120
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2. The Governmentshall provide for the threeexpertsmentionedin para-
graph 1 of Article IV, and paragraph1 of Article V above:

a) appropriateoffices with facilities, supplies, and equipmentneededby the
expertsfor their work andobtainablein Egypt, as well as postal, telegraph
and telephonecommunicationsfor official purposes;

b) suchreasonabletranslationandinterpretingservicesaswell assuchsecretarial
and technicalhelp as the expertsmay need;

c) local transportationfor theexpertsrequiredfor their work, andtransportation
in respectof any official travel which the experts,in renderingthe technical
assistancerequestedby the Government,may undertakewithin Egypt.

d) If necessary,medicalcareandhospitalizationwhile the expertsare on mission
in Egypt. In caseany of the expertsare accompaniedby any immediate
dependents,the Governmentshall also provide, if necessary,medical care
and hospitalizationfor thosedependents.

3. The Governmentshallsupply the United Nationswith semi-annualreports
on the operationof the Centre, until such time as title to the non-expendable
equipment supplied by the United Nations may be transferred pursuantto
paragraph5 of Article IV above.
4. The Government,havingaccededto the Conventionon the Privilegesand
Immunitiesof theUnitedNations’ on 17 September1948 andto the Convention
on thePrivilegesandImmunitiesof theSpecializedAgencies2on 11 January1952,
shall apply to the Organizations,their property, funds andassets,andto their
officials including technical assistanceexperts, the provisionsof the respective
Convention.

Article VII

ADMISSION OF BLIND CHILDREN AND OF TRAINEES

I. The procedurefor the admissionof blind children for educationto the
Centreshallbe arrangedbetweenthe Ministry of SocialAffairs andthe Director
of the Centre. The children shall be betweenthe agesof six and sixteen,
totally blind, physically fit andof normal intelligence.

~United Nations,Treaty Series,Vol. 1, pp. 15 and 263; Vol. 4, p. 461; Vol. 5, p. 413; Vol. 6,
p. 433; Vol. 7, p. 353; Vol. 9, p. 398; Vol. 11, p. 406; Vol. 12, p. 416; Vol. 14, p. 490; Vol. 15,
p. 442; Vol. 18, p. 382; Vol. 26, p. 396; Vol. 42, p. 354; Vol. 43, p. 335; Vol. 45, p. 318; Vol. 66,
p. 346, andVol. 70, p. 266.2

United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 33, p. 261; Vol. 43, p. 342; Vol. 46, p. 355; Vol. 51,
p. 330; Vol. 71, p. 316; Vol. 76, p. 274; Vol. 79, p. 326; Vol. 81, p. 332; Vol. 84, p. 412; Vol. 88,
p. 446;Vol. 90, p. 323;Vol. 91, p. 376;Vol .92, p. 400; Vol. 96, p. 322; Vol. 101, p. 288; Vol. 102,
p. 322; Vol. 109, p. 319; Vol. 110, p. 314; Vol. 117, p. 386; Vol. 122, p. 335; Vol. 127, p. 328;
Vol. 131, p. 309, and Vol. 136, p. 386.
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2. The Governmentshall decide on the admissionof blind children from
other Arabic-speakingcountriesto the Centrefor education.
3. As soonas the Director of the Centreshall advise the Governmentthat
the Centreis in a position to accepttraineesfor the purposeof studyingthe
techniquesof blind welfare,the Governmentshallfacilitate, asmuch aspossible,
the admissionand attendanceof suitably qualified traineesat the Centre. In
keepingwith the regionalcharacterof the Centre,nationalsfrom otherArabic-
speakingcountriesshallbe includedamongthosetrainees.

4. The Governmentshall facilitate, as much as possible, visits by officials of
the United Nations and of any of the SpecializedAgencies,for the purposeof
observingthe Centrein operation.

Article VIII

COMING INTO FORCE, MODIFICATION AND TERMINATION

1. This Agreementshall come into force upon signature. If the Agreement
is not signedon behalfof all threePartieson the sameday, it shall comeinto
force as of the day on which the lastsignatureis affixed.

2. This Agreementmay be modified by agreementbetweenthe Organizations
on the one handand the Governmenton the otherhand, eachof which shall
give full andsympatheticconsiderationto anyrequestby any of the otherparties
for such modification.
3. This Agreementmay be terminatedby both Organizations,or by either
of the Organizationsso far as theyarerespectivelyconcerned,or by the Govern-
ment, upon written notice to the other partiesand shall terminatesixty days
after receipt of such notice. Termination with respectto one Organization
doesnot constitutetermination with respectto the other Organization.

IN WITNESSWHEREOFtheundersigned,duly appointedrepresentativesof the
United Nations, the International Labour Organisation,andthe Government,
respectively, have signed this Agreement, the representativeof the United
Nationsandof the InternationalLabourOrganisationat Cairo this twenty-sixth
day of February1953, and the representativeof the Governmentat Cairo this
twenty-sixth day of February 1953, in three copiesin the English language,
eachcopy being authentic.

Forthe United Nationsandthe Forthe Governmentof Egypt:
InternationalLabour Organisation:

(Signed)Hugh L. KEENLEYSIDE (Signed)SAMY ABOUL FETOUH

Director-General Under-Secretaryof State
TechnicalAssistanceAdministration Ministry of ForeignAffairs

United Nations
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