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No. 2128. EXCHANGE OF
NOTES CONSTITUTING
AN AGREEMENT’ BE-
TWEEN AUSTRALIA AND
FRANCE CONCERNING
COMPENSATION FOR
PROPERTY LOSSES SUF-
FERED DURING THE SEC-
OND WORLD WAR BY
AUSTRALIAN CITIZENS,
COMPANIES AND ASSO-
CIATIONS IN FRANCE
AND INDO-CHINA, AND
FRENCH CITIZENS, COM-
PANIES AND ASSOCIA-
TIONS IN AUSTRALIA
AND ITS DEPENDENT
TERRITORIES. PARIS, 21
AND 28 SEPTEMBER 1951

I

No 2128. ECHANGE DE NO-
TES CONSTITUANT UN
ACCORD’ ENTRE L’AUS-
TRALIE ET LA FRANCE
RELATIF A L’INDEMNI-
SATION POUR LES PER-
TES DE BIENS SUBIES AU
COURS DE LA DEUXIEME
GUERRE MONDIALE, EN
FRANCE ET EN INDO-
CHINE, PAR DES RESSOR-
TISSANTS AUSTRALIENS
ET DES SOCIETES ET
ASSOCIATIONS AUSTRA-
LIENNES, ET, EN AUS-
TRALIE ET DANS SES
DEPENDANCES, PAR DES
RESSORTISSANTS FRAN-
~AIS ET DES SOCIETES
ET ASSOCIATIONS FRAN-
cAISE5. PARIS, 21 ET 28
SEPTEMBRE 1951

Le Ministre desaffairesétrangeresdeFrancea l’Ambassadeurd’Australie a Paris

LXBERT~ — ~GAL1T~ — FRATERNITt~

R~PUBLIQUEFRAN~AISE

MINISTERE DES AFFAIRES ~TRANG~RES

Direction desaffaireséconomiqueset financières

Paris,le 21 septembre1951

Me référant aux conversationsqui ont eu lieu a Paris entre M. Wynes,
Chargéd’Affaires d’Australie a Dublin, et les représentantsdu Gouvernement
français en vue de régler l’indemnisationdes sinistressubis au cours de Ia

Monsieur 1’Ambassadeur,

1 Cameinto force on 28 September1951, by
the exchangeof the saidnotes.

1 Entré en vigueur Ic 28 septembre1951,
par l’echangedesditesnotes.
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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

The Minister ofForeign Affairs of France to the Australian Ambassadorat Paris

LIBERTY—EQUALITY—FRATERNITY

REPUBLIC OF FRANCE

MINISTRY OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

Departmentof Economicand FinancialAffairs

Paris,21 September1951

Your Excellency,

With reference to the conversationswhich took place in Paris between
Mr. Wynes, Australian Chargéd’Affaires at Dublin, andrepresentativesof the
French Governmentwith a view to arrangingfor the compensationof damage
suffered during the SecondWorld War by Australian citizens, companiesand
associationsin France and Indo-China, and French citizens, companiesand
associationsin Australia and its dependentterritories, I have the honour t~
inform you that the FrenchGovernmentagreesto the following provisions:

[SeenoteII]

If the AustralianGovernmentagreesto theseprovisions, I havethe honour
to suggestthat this letterandyour reply shouldconstituteanagreementbetween
our two Governmentsto enter into force on the dateof your reply.

I havethe honour to be, etc.
MauriceSCHUMANN

His ExcellencySir Keith Officer
Australian Ambassador
Paris

II

TheAustralianAmbassadorat Paris to the Minister ofForeign Affairs ofFrance

AUSTRALIAN EMBASSY

PARIS
608/1/1.

28thSeptember,1951
Monsieurle Ministre,

I havethe honourto acknowledgereceipt of your Note of 21stSeptember,
1951, referringto conversationswhich took place in Paris betweenDr. Wynes
and representativesof the French Governmentwith a view to arranging for
thecompensationof damagesufferedduring theSecondWorld Warby Australian
citizens, companiesand associationsin France and Indo-China, and French
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citizens, companiesand associationsin Australia and its dependentterritories.
I havethe honourto confirm that His Majesty’s Governmentin the Common-
wealth of Australia acceptsthe following provisions:—

1. TheFrenchGovernmentwill give toAustraliancitizensand to Australiancompanies
or associationswhoseproperty,situatedin Franceandin Indo-China,hasbeendestroyed
or damagedas a result of the war, reparationsequalto thosefixed in the caseof French
nationalsfor lossesof the samenatureandextent.

All companiesor associationsin which either the right to vote or the capital is in
majority Franco-Australianwill enjoythe sametreatmentaccordedto companieswith
a Frenchor Australianmajority.

However, the benefit of theseprovisionswill not be extendedto personshaving
cededtheir damagedpropertybefore the entry into force of the presentagreement.

2. The AustralianGovernmentwill give to Frenchnationalsandto Frenchcompanies
andassociations,whosepropertysituatedinAustraliaandin Australian possessions,has
beendestroyedor damagedas a result of the war, reparationsequalto thosefixed in
the caseof Australiancitizensfor lossesof the samenatureandextent.

All companiesor associationsin which either the right to vote or the capital is
in majority Franco-Australianwill enjoy the sametreatmentaccordedto companies
with a Frenchor Australianmajority.

However, the benefit of these provisionswill not be extendedto personshaving
cededtheir damagedpropertybeforethe entry into force of the presentagreement.

It is agreedthat Vietnamese,CambodianandLaotiancitizens, companiesor asso-
ciations shall be admittedto the benefitsof this agreement.

3. Damageliable to give riseto the applicationof Frenchandof Australianlegislation
relatingto war damagewill be thathaving occurred

— in Metropolitan France prior to the datesof the entry into force of French
legislationrelating to war damage;

— in Australia,in Australianpossessionsandin Indo-Chinaprior to 2ndSeptember,

1945,whenthe capitulationof Japanin all theatresof warwassigned.

I havethe honourto confirm that His Majesty’s Governmentin the Com-
monwealth of Australia agreesthat your Note of 21st September,1951 and
this reply constitutean agreementwhich entersinto force at the dateof this
presentNote, namely 28th September,1951.

Please accept, Monsieur le Ministre, the assuranceof my most high
consideration.

Keith OFFICER

Ambassador

SonExcellenceMonsieur RobertSchuman
Ministre desAffaires Etrangeres
Quai d’Orsay, Paris (7e)

N’ 2128


