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No. 2136. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING A
DEFENCE AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED
KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRE-
LAND (ACTING ON BEHALF OF FIJI) AND NEW ZEA-
LAND. WELLINGTON, 28 OCTOBER 1948, AND SUVA,
12 NOVEMBER 1948

The Prime Minister of New Zealandto the Governorof Fiji

PRIME MINISTER’S OFFICE

WELLINGTON

28th October, 1948
Dear Sir Brian,

Following discussionsbetweenyour Financial Secretary,the Secretaryto the
Treasury and myself on the question of the liquidation of Fiji’s war indebted-
ness to New Zealandand her contribution towards future defence,I amof the
opinion that the following proposalsconstituteafair basisfor an agreementupon
this subject. In making theseproposalsI havebeenimpressedby the fact that

£F. 150,000 per annum is the ~uaximum contribution which Fiji can make for
both purposes,having regardto the stateof developmentof the country andthe
needto presson with further development. I hopeyou will agreethat theproposals
which follow give full weight to this consideration.

1. New Zealandwill acceptin full and final settlement of the debt of approximatelv
JJF. 768,000owing to her an annualpaymentfrom Fiji of ~F. 50,000for ten years,

2. All outstandingchLims now existing on either side shall be cancelled.

3. Fiji shall undertaketo maintain the Fiji Military Forcesand the Loyal Fiji Naval
VolunteerReserveat strengthsto be determinedby the Joint Chiefs of Stan,and
shall setaside for this purposea sum of £F. 100,000 per annum. All expenditure
on Air Defencewill be met by New Zealand.

4. If theactualexpenditurein any oneyearby Fiji on theFiji Military Forcesandthe
Royal Naval Volunteer Reserveshall be less than £F. 100,000,Fiji shall pay the

1 Came into force on 12 November 1948, by the exchangeof the said notes.
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balanceinto aspecialDefenceReserveFund whichshall bekeptapartfrom Govern-
ment revenuesandbe availablefor future defenceneedsof the aforesaidforces.

5. [f the actual expenditureby Fiji on the Fiji Military Forcesand the Royal Fiji
Naval Volunteer Reservein any one year, on the other hand,exceeds£F. 100,000
the excessshall be met by a withdrawal from the DefenceReserveFund created
in the mannerdescribedin theprevioussub-paragraph,and to theextentthat the
ReserveFund is incapableof meetingthis additionalexpenditureit shall be met by
New Zealand.

6. Fiji’s contribution in respectof current defenceas aforesaidshall continuefor a
period of ten yearsor for suchlesserperiod as the Chiefs of Staff may determine
that defenceconsiderationswarrant. Shouldthesearrangementsbe terminatedor
modified by mutual agreementat any time, any unexpendedfundsin the Defence
Reservewould, of course,be available for Fiji to spendin other directions,andin
any eventthe arrangementwill be reviewedat the endof ten years.

7. Shouldthe economiccondition of Fiji deteriorateduring thecurrencyof this agree-
ment to suchan extentthat the maintenanceof her currentdefencecommitments
imposesan unduestrainupon the Colony’s resources,Fiji shall be at liberty to re-
questthe New ZealandGovernmentto review the arrangementsand sympathetic
considerationwould be given to any suchapproach.

If theseproposalscommendthemselvesto you and you adviseme to that
effect, this exchangeof letters could be acceptedas a record of the agreement
made betweenthe two countries.

With kind regards,
Yours sincerely,

W. NASH

Acting Prime Minister
Sir L. Brian Freeston, K.C.M.G.,O.B.E.
Governor and Commander-in-Chief
Fiji

II

TheGovernorof Fiji to thePrimeAlmisterof NewZealand

GOVERNMENT HOUSE

SUVA, FIJI

S. F. 8/116
12th November, 1948

Sir,

I have the honour to addressyou on the proposals for the conclusionof a
ten-year DefenceAgreementbetweenthe Governmentsof New Zealandand Fiji

No. 2136
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as defined in your letter of the 28th October, 1948, and to expresson behalf of
Fiji my unqualified acceptanceof the termsof the Agreement,which His Majesty’s
Government in the United Kingdom has authorised me to conclude, and my
indebtednessto the Governmentof New Zealand for its generosityand far-
sightedness.

2. I agreewith the suggestionthat this exchangeof letters can be accepteda~
a recordof the Agreementmadebetweenthe two countries.

I have the honour to be, Sir,
Your obedient Servant,

L. Brian FREESTON

Governor
The Right Honourable
The Acting Prime Minister of New Zealand
Wellington, New Zealand
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