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No. 2144. EXCHANGE OF NOTES AND MEMORANDA
CONSTITUTING AN AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA AND THE PHILIPPINES
RELATING TO THE ESTABLISHMENT OF AN ADJU-
TANT GENERAL RECORDS DEPOSITORY FOR THE
PHILIPPINES COMMAND, UNITED STATES ARMY.
MANILA, 25 AND 28 JULY AND 8 AUGUST 1949

I

The AmericanChargéd’Affaires ad interim to the Philippine Secretary
of Foreign Affairs

EMBASSY OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA,

No. 0783
Manila, July 25, 1949

Excellency:

I have the honorto refer to my notes No. 2299 of December20, 1948,
and No. 0406, of April 19, 1949, andto Your Excellency’snotes No. 3324, of
February9, 1949 andNo. 12227,of May 14, 1949,2 in reply thereto,regarding
theneedsof theAdjutant GeneralRecordsDepartment,PhilippinesCommand,
United StatesArmy, for facilities to store anduseits official servicerecordsin
connectionwith the adjudicationby the United StatesVeteransAdministration
of claims of Philippine citizensseekingveterans’benefitsfrom the UnitedStates
Government,andto the negotiationswith referenceto this subjectcarried on
by representativesof our two Governments.

I am pleasedto inform Your Excellency that my Governmentacceptsthe
Palma Hall Building on PadreFaura, Manila, as office quartersfor the use of
the Adjutant GeneralRecordsDepartment,Philippines Command.It has been
agreedthat the Palma Hall building is to be rehabilitatedwith funds allocated
by the War DamageCommissionbefore it is occupiedby the RecordsDeposi-
tory.

I am also pleasedto inform Your Excellencythat my Governmentfurther
acceptsthe useof suchportion of the Diliman HousingArea, Quezon City, as
may be requiredfor living quartersfor the personnelof the Adjutant General

1 Cameinto force on 28 July 1949, by theexchangeof the saidnotes.
2 Not printedby the Departmentof Stateof the United Statesof America.
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RecordsDepartment employed at the RecordsDepository. It is understood
that my Governmentretains the right to use and occupy the entire Diliman
Housing Area as a temporarymilitary installation, under Article XXI of the
Military BasesAgreement,’ until suchtime as the PalmaHall Building is reha-
bilitated and the recordsand offices of the Adjutant GeneralRecordsDepart-
ment transferredto said building, at which time the United StatesArmy will
declarethe housingunitsin that areasurplusandrelinquish its right of useand
occupancywhereuponthe Philippine Governmentwill makenecessaryhousing
available asstatedabove.

In order to prevent, as far as possible, future questionsarising regarding
the terms of occupancyof the propertiesoffered by Your Excellency’sGovern-
ment to my Governmentfor useby the Adjutant GeneralRecordsDepartment,
Philippines Command, as a records depository and for housingfacilities for
Army personnelemployedtherein, I should like to makeformal the following
conditions governing rehabilitation, maintenanceand occupancywhich have
been mutually agreedupon informally in the negotiationscompletedbetween
the representativesof our two Governments.

“1. Rehabilitationwork will placePalmaHall building in first-classconditionfor
general office and recordsstoragepurposes,including necessaryrest rooms for male
andfemalepersonnel,and the constructionof a suitablevault for safeguardingclassified
material. The adjacentmotor pool areawill be surfacedfor all-weatheroperationof
motor vehicles, andthe motor pool areaenclosedby a prowler-prooffenceon three
sideswith the rearwall of PalmaHall completingthe motorpool area;materialsfor the
fenceandgravelfor thesurfacingof themotorpooiareato besuppliedto thePhilippine
Governmentby the United StatesArmy.

“2. All facilities will be retainedfor useby the AdjutantGeneralRecordsDepos-
itory, PHILCOM, until the furnishing of information to the United StatesVeterans
Administrationfor usein connectionwith paymentof benefitsto thePhilippineveterans
hasbeencompleted. Within a period of five years,reducedrequirementsfor storage
andoffice spacefor recordsprobablywould permit their removalto a smallerbuilding
to be madeavailable by the Philippine Governmentwithout cost to the United States
underconditionssuitableto bothGovernments.

“3. The cost of maintenanceof PalmaHall, including motorpooi, and theDiliman
HousingArea occupiedby the United StatesArmy will be borneby the United States
Government.

“4. The paymentof personnelfor handling and processingrecords,guardand
janitor services,motor vehicles,and maintenanceof motor vehicles will be provided
by the United StatesGovernment.

1 United Nations, TreatySeries,Vol. 43, p. 271, and Vol. 68, p. 272.
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“5. PalmaHall andmotor pool will be occupiedby andundercompletecontrol
of theUnitedStatesArmy for useby theAdjutantGeneralRecordsDepository,PHILCOM.

“6. Security of PalmaHall and motorpool will be by civilian guardsemployed
by the United StatesArmy. Civilian guardsare to be usedunderconditionssimilar
to thosenow in useby the Manila RegionalOffice, United StatesVeteransAdministra-
tion andthe United StatesPhilippine War DamageCommission. (Suchguardsto be
employedby the United StatesArmy, processedand commissionedas specialpolice
officers by the Manila Police Departmentwith authority to make arrestsand protect
propertywhile in the performanceof their duty.)

“7. PalmaHall, including20,000 squarefeet of land for a motorpool adjoining
the building as shown in the attachedAGRD plot plan, datedMay 5, 1949,will be ade-
quatefor the requirementsof the Adjutant GeneralRecordsDepository.

“8. Plot planof areasincludingfloor plan(locationof vault, restrooms,laboratory,
photostatmachines,work-storageshed,etc.) for PalmaHall hasbeenfurnishedby the
Engineer,PHILCOM, to the Philippine Government.

“9. It is understoodthat after Palma Hall is occupiedby the Adjutant General
RecordsDepository,the seventyhousingunitsof the Diliman HousingArea,as shown
on the accompanyingmap, will be madeavailableby the Philippine Governmentfor
the continueduse of the UnitedStatesGovernmentas living quartersfor the personnel
of the AdjutantGeneralRecordsDepositorywithout costto the United StatesGovern-
ment,exceptfor cost of maintenance. It is further understoodthat the securityof the
housingareashall be as outlined in No. 6, above. The United StatesArmy agrees
that, from timeto time as the housingneedsof the personnelemployedin the Records
Depositorymay decreaseas operationslessen,it will return to the Philippine Govern-
ment suchhousingunits as may be in excessof the requirements.”

There is enclosedfor the,convenienceof Your Excellency’s Government
an AGRD plot plan, datedMay 5, 1949, of PalmaHall andthe adjacentmotor
pool areaas it is plannedto rehabilitatethem.

I desireto inform Your Excellencythat an acknowledgmentof the receipt
of this notecontainingYour Excellency’sassurancesthat the terms andcondi-
tionsthereofareacceptableto Your Excellency’sGovernmentwill be considered
by my Govermnentas constituting an agreementfor the establishmentof an
Adjutant GeneralRecordsDepository,offices and living quarters,for the use
of the United StatesArmy.
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Accept, Excellency, the renewedassurancesof my highestconsideration.

ThomasH. LOCKETT

Chargéd’Affaires a. i.
Enclosure:

1. AGRD plot plan, date May 5, 1949, asstated
above.’

2. Map of seventyhousingunits in the Diliman
HousingAreato beretainedby theU.S.Army.

1

His ExcellencyElpidio Quirino
Secretaryof Foreign Affairs
Republicof the Philippines

II

The Philippine Undersecretaryof Foreign Affairs to the American
Chargéd’Affaires ad interim

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGNAFFAIRS

Manila, July 28, 1949
Sir:

I am pleasedto acknowledgethe receiptof your noteNo. 0783 of July25,

1949,andits enclosure,which notereadsas follows:
[Seenote I]

I am happyto inform you thatan agreementin the sensedescribedin the
foregoingnote is acceptableto the Governmentof the Philippines, and that
this Governmentconsidersthe saidnotetogetherwith the presentreply thereto
as constitutingan agreementarrivedat betweenour two Governmentsfor the
establishmentof an Adjutant GeneralRecordsDepository, offices and living
quarters,for the useof the United StatesArmy.

Accept,Sir, the renewedassurancesof my high consideration.

Felino NERI

Undersecretary
The HonorableThomasH. Lockett
Chargéd’Affaires ad Interim
United StatesEmbassy
Manila

1 Not published. A copy is depositedwith theAgreementin the archivesof the Secretariat
of the United Nationswhere it is availablefor reference.
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EXCHANGE OF MEMORANDA

I

TheAmericanEmbassyto the Philippine DepartmentofForeign Affairs

THE FOREIGN SERVICE OF THE UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

MEMORANDUM

Understandingof the Negotiators With Regard to Term
“Surplus” in the Exchangeof Noteson the Establishment

of the Adjutant GeneralRecordsDepository

With regardto noteNo. 783, datedJuly25, 1949 fromthe Chargéd’Affaires
a.i. of the UnitedStatesof Americato His Excellencythe Secretaryof Foreign
Affairs of the Republic of the Philippines regardingthe establishmentof an
Adjutant GeneralRecordsDepository,the following statementhasbeenagreed
upon betweenthe negotiators:

“It is the understandingbetweenthe negotiatorsof the two Govern-
ments that the word ‘ surplus‘ appearingin the third paragraphof the
noteof the UnitedStatesEmbassy,datedJuly 25, 1949, will not preclude
the Philippine Governmentfrom negotiatingwith regardto the mode of
transferof theimprovementsin thehousingareaat Diliman, that is whether
they are to be transferredunder the Bulk SalesAgreement’or under the
Agreementon Military Bases.”

T. H. L.

AmericanEmbassy
Manila, July 25, 1949

‘Not printedby the Departmentof Stateof theUnitedStatesof America.
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II

ThePhilippine DepartmentofForeign Affairs to the AmericanEmbassy

REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES

DEPARTMENT OF FOREIGN AFFAIRS

MEMORANDUM

Understandingof the NegotiatorsWith Regard to Term
Surplus“ in the ExchangeofNoteson the Establishment

of the Adjutant GeneralRecordsDepository

With regard to the note of the Undersecretaryof Foreign Affairs dated
July 28, 1949, in reply to noteNo. 783 of the Chargéd’Affaires ad interim, of
theUnited Statesof America,to the Secretaryof ForeignAffairs of the Republic
of the Philippines, dated July 25, 1949, regarding the establishmentof an
Adjutant GeneralRecords Depository, the following has beenagreedupon
betweenthe negotiators:

[SeememorandumI]

Manila, August 8, 1949
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