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No. 2249. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTOF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA REGARDING THE
ESTABLISHMENT BY THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED STATES OF AMERICA OF A HIGH ALTITUDE
I NTERCEPTORRANGE. WASHINGTON, 24 FEBRUARY
AND 2 MARCH 1953

I

The United StatesSecretaryofStateto Her Majesty’sAmbassadorat Washington

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

WASHINGTON

February 24, 1953

Excellency,

I havethe honorto refer to the negotiationswhichhavetakenplacebetween
the Governmentof the United Statesof Americaand the Governmentof the
United Kingdomof Great Britain and Northern Ireland regardingthe estab-
lishment by the Governmentof the United Statesof Americaof a High Alti-
tude InterceptorRangeand to confirm the following understandingreached
as a result of thosenegotiations:—

1. In order to facilitate the establishmentof a High Altitude InterceptorRange
by the Governmentof the United Statesof America in connectionwith the operation
of the BahamasLong RangeProvingGround, the Governmentof the United Kingdom
of GreatBritain andNorthernIreland agreesthat the Governmentof the United States
of America shall have the right, within those areasindicatedon the attachedmap,2

and markedthereon“A,” “ B” and “C,” to operatetargetand interceptoraircraft
using small calibre guns, air-to-air rockets and guided missiles as may be necessary
for the purposeof conductingresearchanddevelopmenttestsin thefield of high altitude
interception.

2. Whereapplicable,the provisionsof the BahamasLong RangeProving Ground

Agreementbetweenthe Governmentof the United Statesof America and the Govern-

1 Cameinto force on 2 March 1953, by the exchangeof the saidnotes.
2 Seeinsert betweenpp. 264 and 265 of this volume.
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ment of the United Kingdomof GreatBritain andNorthernIreland signedin Wash-
ingtonon July21, l95O,~shallbegiveneffectwith respectto activitiesof the Government
of the United Statesof Americaauthorizedby this understandingas if the areasmen-
tioned in paragraph1 aboveformedpartof the Flight TestingRangereferredto in that
Agreementand the activitiesof the Governmentof the United Statesof America so
authorized were carried out as part of the operationoruse of the Flight Testing
Rangepermittedto the Governmentof the UnitedStatesof America within the Range
Areaof thatAgreement.Theactivitiesof theGovernmentof theUnitedStatesauthorized
by this understandingshall be carriedout in accordanewith such safety regulations
as shall be agreedupon betweenthe Governorof the Bahamasand the United States
authoritiesandsuch regulationsshall be subject to periodic review.

3. The Governmentof the UnitedStatesof Americamayexercisethe right referred
to in paragraph1 for the durationof the BahamasLong RangeProvingGround Agree-
ment unlessthe Governmentof the United Statesof America informs the Government
of theUnitedKingdomthat it no longerdesiresto operatethe High Altitude Interceptor
Range. If at anytimetheGovernmentof the UnitedKingdomadvisestheGovernment
of the United Statesof America that operationof the High Altitude InterceptorRange
is inimical to British interests,the right grantedhereunderwill immediately terminate

Upon the receipt of a Note from your Excellencyindicating that the fore-
going provisions are acceptableto the Governmentof the United Kingdom,
I havethe honor to proposethat this Note and your Excellency’sreply to that
effect shall constitutean agreementbetweenthe two Governmentson this
subject, the agreementto enter into force on the dateof your Note in reply.

Accept, &c.
JohnFoster DULLES.

II

Her Majesty’s 4 mbassadorat J47ashingtonto the United StatesSecretaryof State

BRITISH EMBASSY

WASHINGTON, D.C.

2nd March, 1953
Sir,

I havethe honourto acknowledgethe receiptof your Note of February 24
1953, which readsas follows :—

[Seenote 1J

1United Nations, Treaty Series,Vo 97, p. 193
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2. In reply, I havethe honour to confirm to you that the provisionsset
forth in thesaid Note areacceptableto HerMajesty’sGovernmentin the United
Kingdom andthat they agreewith your proposalthatyour Note andthe present
reply shall constitute an agreementbetweenour two Governmentson this
subject,the agreementto enterinto force on the dateof this Note.

I avail, &c.

Roger MAKIN’
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