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No. 2250. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT OF THE
UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND NORTH-
ERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT OF GREECE
REGARDING THE RECIPROCALABOLITION OF VISAS.
LONDON, 1 JUNE 1953

I

Sir Winston Churchill to the Greek Ambassadorat London

FOREIGN OFFICE

June 1, 1953

Your Excellency,

I havethe honour to inform your Excellency that, as a first steptowards
the establishmentof freedom of travel to Greeceand to British territories,
Her Majesty’s Governmentin the United Kingdom are preparedto conclude
with the Greek Governmentan Agreement in the following terms :—

(1) Greeknationalsshall be free to travel from any placewhateverto the United
Kingdomof GreatBritain andNorthernIreland, the ChannelIslands and the Isle of
Man, without the necessityof obtaininga visa in advance,provided that they are in
possessionof valid Greekpassports.

(2) British subjectspossessingvalid passportsbearingon the cover the inscription
“British Passport”at the top, and at the bottom the inscription “United Kingdom
of GreatBritain andNorthernIreland“ or “ Jersey”or “ Guernseyand its Dependen-
cies” and, inside, the descriptionof the holder’snational statusas “ British subject,”
or “ British subject;citizenof the United KingdomandColonies,”or “ British subject;
citizen of the United Kingdom, Islandsand Colonies,”shall be free to travel from any
placewhateverto Greecewithout the necessityof obtaininga visa in advance.

(3)—(a) It is understoodthat the waiver of the visa requirementdoes not exempt
Greek nationalsand British subjectscoming respectivelyto the United Kingdom or
the ChannelIslandsor the Isle of Man, and to Greece,from the necessityof complying

1 Cameinto force on 16 June 1953, in accordancewith the terms of thesaidnotes.
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with the British and Greek laws and regulationsconcerningthe entry, residence(tem-
porary or permanent)and employmentor occupationof foreigners,and that travellers
who are unableto satisfy the immigrationauthoritiesthat they comply with theselaws
and regulationsare liable to berefusedleaveto enteror to land.

(b) The competentauthorities of each country reservethe right to refuse leave
to enteror stay in the country to personsconsideredundesirable.

(4) This agreementshall not exemptGreeknationalstravellingto British colonies,
overseasterritories, protectoratesor territoriesundermandateor trusteeship,or British
subjectsnot in possessionof passportsas definedin sub-paragraph(2) above,travelling
to Greecefrom theseterritoriesor from any otherplace, from the needof obtaininga
visa.

(5) Either Governmentmay suspendthe agreementtemporarily for reasonsof
public order,and the suspensionshall be notified immediatelyto the otherGovernment
throughthe diplomaticchannel.

(6) EitherGovernmentmay denouncetheagreementsubjectto onemonth’snotice.

(7) Thepresentagreementwill enterinto force on the 16th of June,1953.

2. If the GreekGovernmentare preparedto acceptthe foregoingprovisions,
I havethe honourto suggestthat the presentNote andyour Excellency’sreply
in similartermsshouldbeconsideredasplacingon recordtheagreementbetween
the two countries.

I have, &c.
(For Sir WinstonChurchill)

H. WARD

II

The Greek Ambassadorat London to Sir Winston Churchill
AMBASSADE ROYALE DE GRECE

London, June 1, 1953
Sir,

I havethe honour to acknowledgereceipt of your letter of to-day’s date
informing me that, as a first step towards the establishmentof freedom of
travel to Greeceand to British territories, Her Majesty’s Governmentin the
United Kingdom are preparedto conclude with the Greek Governmentan
agreementin the following terms —

[See note I]

On instructionsfrom my GovernmentI havethe honour to confirm the
provisionsset out in your letter, which, with the presentreply, shallbe regarded
as placing on record the Agreementreachedbetweenthe two Governments.

I have, &c.
Leon V. MELAS
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