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No. 2252. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT
OF LIBYA REGARDING CERTAIN FINANCIAL MAT.-
TERS. SIGNED AT TRIPOLI, ON 25 MARCH 1953

Whereasthe GeneralAssembly of the United Nations by its Resolutions~
of 21stNovember,1949,2 and 17th November,195O,~decidedthat Libya (com-
prisingCyrenaica,Tripolitaniaandthe Fezzan)shouldbeconstitutedan Inde—
pendentandSovereignState andthat a Constitutionfor Libya, including the
form of the Government,should be determinedby a National Assembly oF
Libya:

And Whereasthe Constitution for Libya was duly determinedand pro-
mulgatedon 7th October, 1951,andprovidedthat Libya shouldhavea federal
form of governmentandthatCyrenaicaand TripolitaniashouldbeProvincesof
Libya:

AndWhereasLibya becamean IndependentandSovereignStatein accord-
ance with thesaid Resolutionson 24thDecember,1951,and His MajestyThe
King of Libya, in accordancewith the Constitution,appointed a duly consti-
tuted Governmentof Libya

AndWhereasby virtueof the TransitionalPowersProclamationof Cyrenai-
Ca, which was madeby the Chief Administratorof Cyrenaica on 16th Sep.-
tember, 1949, a Governmentwas establishedin Cyrenaicawith executiveand
legislative authority in relation to internal affairs, including full authority to

raiseinternalrevenues

And Whereasby virtue of the TransitionalPowersProclamationof Tripo-
litania, whichwasmadeby theChiefAdministratorof Tripolitaniaon 5th March
1951, aGovernmentwas establishedin Tripolitaniawith similarauthority:

And Whereasin connectionwith the establishmentof the said Govern-
mentsof CyrenaicaandTripolitania all storesand equipment(approximately
valued at ,C3,036,025sterling)belongingto the former British Administrations
werehandedover to them:

1 Cameinto force on 25 March 1953, by signature.

‘United Nations,Official Recordsof theGeneralAssembly,FourthSession,resolution 289 (IV).
‘United Nations, r’fficial Records of the GeneralAssembly,Fifth Session,Supplement No.2O~

resolution 387 (V).
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And Whereasa loan of ~351,599 was made by the Governmentof the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland (hereinafterreferred
to as the “ United Kingdom Government“) to the Governmentof Cyrenaica
on 30thSeptember,1949, in order to providethem with initial funds

And Whereasa loan of ~250,000 sterlingwasmadeby the United Kingdom
Governmentto the Governmentof Cyrenaicaon 1st September,1951,to enable
them to purchasegrain

And Whereasfinancial assistancehasbeengiven by the United Kingdom
Governmentto facilitate the introductionof a Libyan currency

And Whereasthe Governmentof Libya recognisethat certain financial
arrangementsarenecessaryby reasonof the mattersaboverecited

Now, Therefore,the United Kingdom Governmentand the Government
of Libya haveagreedas follows:—

LOANS TO THE GOVERNMENT OF CYRENAICA TO PROVIDETHEM WITH INITIAL FUNDS

AND TO ENABLE THEM TO PURCHASEGRAIN

1. The Governmentof Libya guaranteethe repaymentfree of interest
to the United Kingdom Government,on terms to be agreedbetweenthe two
Governments,of the loan of J~351,599sterling made by the United Kingdom
Governmentto the Governmentof Cyrenaicaon the 30thSeptember,1949, for
the purposeof providing that Governmentwith initial funds, and of the loan
of ~250,000whichwasmadeby the United Kingdom Governmentto the Gov-
ernmentof Cyrenaicaon the 1st September,1951, to enablethat Government
to purchasegrain.

CURRENCY LOAN

2. The Governmentof Libya guaranteethe repaymentto the United
Kingdom Governmenton or before14thAugust, 1953,or suchlaterdateasmay
be agreedbetweenthe two Governments,of all loans madeto the Preparatory
CurrencyCommitteeof Libya, and of all loans madeto the Libyan Currency
Commission,to facilitatethe introductionof a Libyan currency;andthe Govern-
mentof Libya alsoguaranteethepaymentannuallyto the United Kingdom Gov-
ernment of interestat the rateof two per centum perannumon the amounts
from time to time outstandingin respectof suchloans, the first paymentof in-
terestto bemadeon 14thAugust, 1952.

OBLIGATIONS OF THE FORMER BRITISH ADMINISTRATIONS IN CYRENAICA AND
TRIPOLITANIA

3. The Governmentof Libya will—
(a) indemnify and keep indemnified the United Kingdom Government in

respectof all claims, costs andexpensesrelatingto things which havebeen
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done or omitted by or on behalfof the United KingdomGovernmentor the
Chief Administrators as part of the administrationof Cyrenaicaprior to
30thSeptember,1949, and of Tripolitania prior to 31st March, 1951;

(b) subjectto the contractor’sagreement,takeover, or arrangefor the Province
of Cyrenaicaor Tripolitania to takeover, as may be appropriate,the benefit
andthe burdenof all outstandingcontractswhich havebeenmadeby or on
behalfof the United Kingdom Governmentor the Chief Administratorsas
part of the administrationof Cyrenaicaprior to 30thSeptember,1949,and
of Tripolitania prior to 31st March, 1951; and indemnify and keep indem-
nified the United Kingdom Governmentin respectof all claims, costs and
expensesrelating to any such contractor to any like contractswhich were
determinedin whole or in part by reasonof the establishmentof the said
Governmentsof Cyrenaicaand Tripolitania.

This paragraphshallnot apply to the contract madeon 3rd July, 1947
betweenthe Admiralty and Messrs. MackenzieMetcalfe & Co., for the
clearanceof the ports of Benghaziand Tobruk or to the contractmadeon
21st March, 1947,betweenthe Admiralty andCaptainRippon for the clear-
anceof the ports of Tripoli, MassawaandAssab,which contractswerenot
madeas part of the administrationof Cyrenaicaand Tripolitania.

OTHER AGREEMENTSAND CONTRACTS

4. The Governmentof Libya will indemnify and keep indemnified—

(a) the United Kingdom Governmentin respectof all claims, costs and ex-
pensesin connectionwith any contracts heretofore made by the United
Kingdom Governmentfor the benefit of Libya with the United Nations
or the SpecialisedAgencies;

(b) the United Kingdom Governmentand their Agents as the case may be
in respectof all claims,costs andexpensesin connectionwith any contracts
heretoforemadeby the United Kingdom Governmentor their Agents on
behalfof the Governmentsof Cyrenaicaand Tripolitania.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorisedthereto by
their respectiveGovernments,havesignedthe presentAgreement.

DONE in duplicate at Tripoli on the twenty-fifth day of March, nineteen
hundredand fifty-three, in English and Arabic, both texts being equally
authoritative.

For the Governmentof the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

A. KIRKBRIDE

For the Governmentof the United Kingdom of Libya:
FATHY KEKHIA
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