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No. 2253. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND AND THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC FOR THE PROLONGA-
TION OF PATENTS FOR INVENTIONS. SIGNED AT
LONDON, ON 16 JUNE 1951

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain and Northern
Ireland (hereinafterreferredto as “ the United Kingdom Government“) and
the Governmentof the Italian Republic(hereinafterreferredto as “the Italian
Government“) haveagreedas follows :—

Article 1

Patentsowned by the nationalsof one ContractingPartyand in force after
3rd September,1943, under the laws of the other ContractingParty (whether
still in force on the date of signatureof the presentAgreementor not) may,
subject as hereinafterprovided, benefit by the provisionsfor prolongationof
term containedin the laws of the other ContractingParty if by reasonof diffi-
cultiescausedby hostilitiesin which eitherContractingPartyhasbeenengaged
since3rd September,1939, normalexploitationhasnot beenpossible.

Provided,however, that partial or total failure to work a patentduring the
period from 10th June,1940, to 3rd September,1943, shall not be takeninto
accountin consideringthe extentof the prolongationto begrantedin accordance
with the above-mentionedlaws.

Article 2

The applicationfor the prolongationof term under the precedingArticle
shallbe filed within the time limits specifiedin the laws of the respectiveCon-
tractingParty, or within four monthsfrom the date of signatureof the present
Agreement,whichevershall be the later. It shallbeaccompaniedby the docu-
mentaryevidencenecessaryto comply with the requirementsof suchlaws.

CameInto force provisionally on 16 June 1951,upon signature,and definitively on 21 April
1953, by the exchangeof theinstrumentsof ratification at London, in accordancewith article9.
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Article 3

The benefitsof the presentAgreementmay also be claimed by successors
to the rights of the original owners,if thesuccessorsare nationalsof a Contract-
ing Party andtheir rights wereacquiredat aneffectivedatebefore10thOctober,
1950.

Article 4

When a prolongationis grantedin respectof a patentthat hasalreadyex-
pired before the dateof application for its prolongation,the effective period of
prolongationshall run from thedateof suchagrant.

Third Parties,who betweenthe normal dateof expiry of a patent falling
within the provisions of the presentAgreementand the date of signatureof
the presentAgreementhaveundertakenthe exploitation, or madesubstantial
preparationsfor the exploitation, of the invention which is the subjectof the
said patent,shallnot be requiredto ceasefrom exploitationor preparationsand
consequentexploitationas the casemay be.

Article 5

Any requirementsconcerning the legislation of documentsnecessaryto
support an application for the prolongation of the term of a patent shall be
waivedin the caseof anapplicationmadein accordancewith the provisionsof
the presentAgreement.

Article 6

In the presentAgreementthe term “ national “ shall mean:—

(a) In relationto the United Kingdom Government—

(i) all citizens of the United Kingdom and Colonies who derive their
citizenship from connexionwith the United Kingdom;

(ii) all juristic persons,which derive their statusas such from the law in
force in the United Kingdom.

(b) In relationto the Italian Government—

(i) all citizensof Italy;

(ii) all juristic persons,which derive their statusas such from the laws in
force in Italy.

Article 7

The presentAgreementshallextendto the Isle of Man.
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Article 8

Either ContractingParty may at any time give notice to the other Con-
tractingParty of its desireto terminatethe presentAgreementand the Agree-
ment shall ceaseto haveeffectfour monthsafterthe dateof suchnotice.

Article 9

1. The presentAgreementshallbe subject to ratificationand instruments
of ratification shall be exchangedin London assoonas possible.

2. The presentAgreementshall enterinto force provisionallyon the date

of signature and definitively on the exchangeof instrumentsof ratification.

3. If instrumentsof ratificationarenot exchangedwithin eighteenmonths
from the dateof signatureeither ContractingParty may terminate the provi-
sionalapplicationof thisAgreementby givingfour months’noticein writing to the
other ContractingParty.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorisedby their re-
spectiveGovernments,havesignedthe presentAgreement.

DONE in duplicateat London on the 16thdayof June,1951, in theEnglish
and Italian languages,both texts being equally authentic

John Lucian BLAKE

Antonio PENNETTA
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