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[TRANSLATION — TRADUCTION]

No. 2264. PROTOCOL1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS
OF THE KINGDOM OF NORWAY, OF THE REPUBLIC
OF FINLAND AND OF THE UNION OF THE SOVIET
SOCIALIST REPUBLICS REGARDING THE MAINTEN-
ANCE OF THE FRONTIER MARK ERECTED AT
MUOTKAVAARA (KROKFJELLET) AT THE MEETING-
POINT OF THE STATE FRONTIERS OF NORWAY,
FINLAND AND THE SOVIET UNION. SIGNED AT
HELSINKI, ON 7 FEBRUARY 1953

The Governmentsof the Kingdom of Norway, of the Republicof Finland
andof the Union of Soviet SocialistRepublics,desiringto determinethe mea-
suresnecessaryto maintainingood order thefrontier mark erectedat Muotka-
vaara (Krokfjellet) at the meeting-pointof the State frontiersof Norway, Fin-
land andthe Soviet Union, havedecidedto concludethis Protocol,andfor this
purposehaveappointedthe undersignedas their plenipotentiaries,who, having
exhibited their credentialsfound in good anddue form, haveagreedon the
following provisions:

Article 1

The ContractingPartiesundertaketo maintain the mark erectedat Muot-
kavaara(Krokfjellet) to showthe meeting-pointof theStatefrontiersof Norway,
Finlandandthe Soviet Union in sucha condition that its position, type, form,
dimensionsandcolouringsatisfyall the requirementsof the documents2relating
to the aforesaidfrontier mark signedat Helsinki on 3 December1947 by the
representativeof the Norwegian Governmentand the representativesof the
joint Finnish-SovietCommission for the demarcationof the State frontier
betweenFinland andthe Soviet Union, in the areaof the hydro-electricpower
station of Janiskoskiand the regulatingdam of Niskakoski.

1 Cameinto force on 1 July 1953, in accordancewith article 8.

2 UnitedNations, Treaty Series,Vol. 52.
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Article 2

Each ContractingParty shall maintain the frontier mark for a period of
five years in turn in the following rotation: Finland, Soviet Union, Norway.
The first five-year period shall begin on 1 August 1953.

Article 3

1. The properauthoritiesof the ContractingParty maintainingthefrontier
mark shall makeat their discretiona survey of the condition and position of
the frontier mark. A joint check survey shall also be made annually by the
representativesof the proper authorities of all the ContractingParties.

2. Thejoint checksurveyof the frontier markshallbe madein the month
of July. The precisedateof the surveyshallbe fixed by the properauthorities
of the ContractingPartiesafterthePartymaintainingthe frontier markhasmade
a written proposal therefor to the other ContractingParties.

3. If anadditionaljoint checksurveyof thefrontier markbecomesnecessary
during the sameyear,the proper authoritiesof the ContractingParty proposing
the survey shallgive written noticeof the fact to the proper authoritiesof the
other ContractingParties. The additional joint check survey shall be carried
out within twenty daysfrom the dispatchof the notice by the properauthorities
of the ContractingParty proposingthe survey.

4. The representativesof the properauthoritiesof the ContractingParties
shall compile a recordof the check surveyin nine copies: threein Norwegian,
threein Finnish and threein Russian.

Article 4

If the frontier mark is damaged,destroyedor lost, the proper authorities
of the Contracting Party maintaining it shall immediately take measuresto
have it re-erectedor repairedand shallwithin ten days from the dateof com-
mencementof the work, notify the proper authoritiesof the other Contracting
Partiesthereof in writing. Work on the repair or re-erectionof the frontier
mark shall be carried out in the following manner:

(a) Repairson the frontier mark shall be effected independentlyby the
ContractingParty maintaining it. Representativesof the proper authorities
of the other ContractingPartiesshall be entitled to be present at such work.
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(b) Re-erectionof the frontier markshall alsobeeffectedby the Contracting
Party maintaining it, in the presenceof the proper authorities of the other
ContractingParties.

A re-erectedfrontier mark shall conform to the stipulations laid down
in the documentsfor the demarcationof the frontier, referredto in article 1.
When the frontier mark has been re-erected, the proper authorities of the
ContractingPartiesshall compile a record in nine copies: threein Norwegian,
threein Finnish and three in Russian.

(c) If the frontier mark has been lost and thereare no clear indications
of its position, the proper authorities of the Contracting Parties shall make
use of the documentsfor the demarcationof the frontier.

Article 5

If the proper authoritiesof any ContractingParty becomeawarethat the
frontier mark has been damaged,destroyedor lost, they may call upon the
proper authorities of the ContractingParty maintaining the mark to repair
or re-erectit. The proper authoritiesof that Party shall set in handthe work
of repair or re-erectionwithin twenty days from the dateof receipt of such
notice in writing.

Article 6

The ContractingParties shall take measuresfor the proper preservatioa
of thefrontier mark andshallholdto accountany personfound guilty of moving,
defacingor destroyingit. In sucha casethe markshallberepairedor re-erected
at the cost of the ContractingParty of which the offender is a national.

Article 7

In this Protocol the term proper authorities means:the BoundaryCom-
missionersof the Kingdom of Norway, of the Republic of Finland and of the
Union of SovietSocialistRepublics,their representativesand assistants. They
shall maintain direct contactamongthemselvesin questionsrelating to execu-
tion of the provisionsof this Protocol.

Article 8

This Protocolshallenterinto force on 1 July 1953 andshall remainopera-
tive for fifteen years. Unless one of the ContractingParties denouncesthis
Protocol six months before the expiration of its validity, or expressesa desire
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for its amendment,it shall stand extendedfor the next and each succeeding
period of fifteen years until one of the Contracting Parties denouncesit six
monthsbefore the expiration of the current fifteen-yearperiod.

Article 9

This Protocolshall be drawn up in threecopies, one in Norwegian,one
in Finnish and one in Russian,all threetexts being equally authentic.

IN WITNESS WHEREOFthe plenipotentiariesof the ContractingParties have

signed this Protocoland affixed theretotheir seals.

SIGNED at Helsinki, on 7 February1953.

For the Government For the Government For the Government
of the Kingdom of the Republic of the Union

of Norway: of Finland: of Soviet
Socialist Republics

(Signed) (Signed) (Signed)
T. SEIPPEL Ralf TöRNGREN V. Z. LEBEDEV

[SEAL] [SEAL] [SEAL]
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