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No. 2297. AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENTS
OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN AND
NORTHERN IRELAND, THE FRENCH REPUBLIC, THE
UNITED STATESOF AMERICA, THE ITALIAN REPUBLIC
AND THE FEDERAL REPUBLIC OF GERMANY RE-
LATING TO CERTAIN LIBRARIES AND PROPERTIES
IN ITALY. SIGNED AT ROME, ON 30 APRIL 1953

Whereasthe Governmentsof the French Republic, the United Kingdom ol
Great Britain and Northern Ireland, and the United Statesof America, have
in accordancewith the right to disposeof Germanassetsin Italy conferredupon
them by article 77, paragraph5, of the Treaty of Peacewith Italy, 2 decidedto
releasefrom custodyto the former Germanownerscertainlibrariesandcollections
in Italy, namely

(a) The Hertziana Library, Rome;
(b) The German Archeological Institute Library, Rome;

(c) The Library of the German Institute of Art History, Florence

(d) The Library of the German Historical Institute, Rome (hereinafter
referred to as “the Libraries”)

as well as certain properties,namely :—

(e) The Villino Amelung, Rome;

U) The PalazzoZuccari, Rome (hereinafterreferredto as “the Properties”)

And whereasthe Governmentsof the FrenchRepublic,the United Kingdom
of GreatBritain and Northern Ireland, and the United Statesof America have
agreedin the caseof the Libraries and the Propertiesto releasethe Government
of the Italian Republic (hereinafterreferred to as “the Italian Government”)
from their obligation underparagraph3 of the Memorandumof Understanding
regardingGerman assetsin Italy signedin Washingtonon 14th August, 1947 ; ~

The Governmentsof the French Republic, the United Kingdom of Great
Britain andNorthernIreland, the United Statesof America, the Italian Republic
and the FederalRepublic of Germany have agreedas follows :—

Came into force on 1 May 1953. in accordancewith article III.
United Nations, Treaty Series,Vols. 49 and 50.
United Nations, Treaty Series, Vol. 138, p. 111.
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I

The Libraries and the Propertieswill be releasedfrom custodyto their former
owners, or to their successorsin right, title or interest; or, in the eventof there
being any doubt or disputein respectto any such right, title or interest,to the
custody of the Governmentof the FederalRepublic of Germany for eventual
releaseto their lawful owners. All of such dispositionshall be subject to the
following terms

(a) The Libraries shall remain in Italy.
(b) The Libraries shallbe maintainedby the ownersas internationalcentres

of scholarshipandresearchopento all nationals,andshallbeadministered
in such a manner as to serve impartially and without discrimination
the interestsof scholarsof all nations.

(c) The Governmentof the FederalRepublic of Germany waive on their
own behalf and on behalf of the former owners or their successorsall
claims whatsoeveragainst the Governmentsof the French Republic,
the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, the United
Statesof America,the Italian Republic andall the agentsandrepresent-
ativesof the said Governmentsin respectof the aforesaidLibraries and
Properties,from the time of their removalfrom the control of the owners
until their releaseas provided in this Article.

II

The Italian Government, in considerationof the guaranteesexchanged
between themselvesand the Governmentof the FederalRepublic of Germany
in the Exchangeof Letterssignedin Romeon 27thFebruary,1953,’ andof their
desireto emphasisethe universalcultural interestof the Libraries, are prepared
to assist in finding suitable premisesfor housingthe Libraries of the German
Archeological Institute and of the German Historical Institute, and to grant
to the Libraries,within thelimits of thelaw, the samefacilities which they enjoyed
in the past.

III

This Agreementshallenterinto force upon 1st May, 1953. In witnesswhereof
the undersigned,being duly authorisedthereto by their respectiveGovernments,
have signed the presentAgreement.

1 Not reproducedby the Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain and North-

ern Ireland.
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DONE at Romein quintuplicate this 30th day of April, 1953.

For the Governmentof the French Republic
J. FOUQUES-DUPARC

For the Government of the United Kingdom
of Great Britain and Northern Ireland

V. A. L. MALLET

For the Governmentof the United Statesof
America

Clare BOOTITE-LUCE

For the Governmentof the Italian Republic

DE GASPERI

For the Government of the Federal Republic
of Germany

ClemensvoN BRENTANO
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