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No. 2372. GENERAL AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN BELGIUM
AND THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT BRITAIN
AND NORTHERN IRELAND ON THE ESTABLISHMENT
OF A BRITISH MILITARY BASE IN BELGIUM. SIGNED
AT BRUSSELS, ON 12 NOVEMBER 1952

The Governmentof the United Kingdom of GreatBritain andNorthern
Ireland andthe Governmentof Belgium,

Consideringthat the North Atlantic Treatysignedin Washingtonon 4th
April 1949,2providedfor the co-operationof the ContractingStatesin developing
their individual andcollectivecapacityto resist armedattack,

Consideringthat the Governmentof the UnitedKingdom haveobligations
resultingfrom the presenceof their forceson the continentof Europe, and

Consideringthat Belgium is geographicallysituatedon the lines of com-
municationof the United Kingdom forces,

Have agreedas follows :—

Article 1

The Belgian Governmentshall permit United Kingdom forcesto passin
transit through andto be stationedin Belgium wheneverthis appearsto the
two Governmentsto benecessaryin orderto ensuresuppliesto UnitedKingdom
forces stationedon the continentof Europeor in order to comply with any
recommendationof the North Atlantic Council or of its competentorgans.

Article 2

The BelgianGovernmentshall placeat the disposalof the UnitedKingdom
forcesa military basein the vicinity of Antwerp. The location andextentof
the lands put at the disposal of the United Kingdom forcesfor this purpose
shall be the subjectof separateagreements.

Article 3

The expensesof establishingthe basereferredto in Article 2 shallbe borne
by the United Kingdom and Belgian Governmentsin proportionsto be deter-
minedby agreementbetweenthem.

‘Carrie into force on 22 October1953 by the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification in
London, in accordancewith article 8. This agreementis not applicableto the territories of the
BelgianCongo and Ruanda-Urundi.
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Article 4

Themethodsof establishingandoperatingthe baseshallbeagreedbetween
the military authoritiesof the two countries.

Article 5

(a) The provisions of the Agreementbetweenthe Parties to the North
Atlantic Treaty on the Statusof their Forcessignedat London on 19th June,
1951,1shall, whetheror not that Agreementhascomeinto force, be applied as
regardsthe forces to which the presentAgreementrelates.

(b) The fiscal provisions of the Statusof ForcesAgreementwhich are
applicableunderthe presentAgreement,shall, in sofar as they are inconsistent
with the fiscal laws at presentin force in Belgium,takeeffect from 1st January,
1951.

(c) Notwithstandingtheprovisionsof paragraphs(a) and (b) of this Article,
the fiscal arrangementsgoverningthe construction,maintenanceandoperation
of the Baseshallbe thoseagreedin the North Atlantic Council for application
in the caseof common infrastructureprojects, if thesearrangementsare more
favourableto the Governmentof the United Kingdom than those provided
underthe Statusof ForcesAgreement. The two Governmentsshall settleby
agreementthe mannerof applyingwhateverfiscalarrangementsare adoptedin
the North Atlantic Council, in sofar as the mannerof applicationis left to the
discretion of the parties concerned.

Article 6

If the Belgian Governmentshould so request,the United Kingdom Gov-
ernmentshallpermit the establishmentof a Belgian military basein the United
Kingdom on similar conditions to thoseagreedfor the establishmentof the
United Kingdom basein the vicinity of Antwerp.

Article 7

Disputeswhich may arise betweenthe two Governmentsregarding the
interpretationor applicationof the presentAgreementor of any other separate
agreementconcludedpursuantto the presentAgreementshall be submittedto
arbitration at the requestof either Government.

The arbitrator shall be selectedby agreementbetweenthe two Govern-
ments. If after two monthsfrom the dateof the requestof either Government

‘United Kingdom: “MiscellaneousNo. 5 (1951),” Cmd. 8279.
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to submit the disputeto arbitration the two Governmentshavenot agreedon
the choice of the arbitrator, he shall be chosen by the Secretary-Generalof
the North Atlantic Treaty Organisation.

Article 8

The presentAgreementshallbe subject to ratificationandshallenterinto
force on the exchangeof instrumentsof ratification.

Article 9

The presentAgreementshall remainin force as long as the mutualassist-
anceobligationsunderthe North Atlantic Treaty remain in force betweenthe
two Governments,unlessthey agreeotherwise.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,being duly authorisedby their
respectiveGovernments,havesignedthe presentAgreement.

DONE at Brusselsthe 12th day of November, 1952, in duplicate, in the
English andFrenchlanguages,both texts being equally authoritative.

For the United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland:
C. F. A. WARNER

For Belgium:
Paul VAN ZEELAND
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