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No. 2401. GENERAL AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN BELGIUM
AND CANADA CONCERNING THE TRANSIT THROUGH
AND STATIONING IN BELGIUM OF CANADIAN FORCES.
SIGNED AT BRUSSELS, ON 30 MARCH 1953

The Belgian Governmentand the CanadianGovernment,

Beingpartiesto the North Atlantic Treatysignedat Washingtonon April 4,
1949 ; 2

Consideringthat the North Atlantic Treaty provides for the cooperation
of the contractingstatesin developing their individual and collective capacities
to resist armedattack

Consideringthat the Governmentof Canadahas obligationsresulting from
the presenceof their forces on the Europeancontinent

Have agreedas follows

Article 1

TheBelgian Governmentwill permitCanadianforcesto passin transitthrough
and to be stationedin Belgium wheneverthis appearsto the two Governments
to be necessaryin order to ensuresuppliesto Canadianforces stationedon the
continent of Europe, or in order to comply with any recommendationsof the
North Atlantic Council or of its competentorgans.

Article 2

The Belgian Governmentshall placeat the disposalof the CanadianForces
suchfacilities andservicesas are mutually agreedby the appropriateauthorities
of the two Governmentsto be necessaryto carryout the mission of the Canadian
Forces.

The technicaldetailsand administrativeproceduresconcerningthe provision
or facilities andservicesmentionedin the precedingparagraphandthe methods
of paymentthereforewill be determinedby separatearrangementsbetweenthe
appropriateauthoritiesof the two Governments.

Article 3

The fiscal regime applied in respect of expendituresmade in Belgium by
the CanadianGovernmentfor Canadianforces stationedin Belgium shallnot be

1 Cameinto force on 29 July 1953 by the exchangeof the instrumentsof ratification, in
accordancewith article 6. This agreementis not applicableto the territories of the Belgian
Congo and Ruanda-Urundi.

‘ United Nations, TreaJy Series,Vol. 34, p. 243, and Vol. 126, P. 350.
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less favourableto Canadathan that which may from time to time be in effect
betweenBelgium andany otherparty to the North Atlantic Treaty for the forces
of that State stationedin Belgium.

Article 4

The provisionsof the agreementbetweenthe partiesto the North Atlantic
Treaty on the statusof their forces signedat London on the 19th June, 1951,
shall, whetheror not that agreementhas comeinto force, be applied as regards
the forces to which the presentagreementrelates, except and so far as these
provisions may be modified by article 3.

Article 5

If the Belgian Governmentshould so request, the CanadianGovernment
shallpermit the stationingof Belgian military units in Canadafor North Atlantic
Treaty purposes,on conditionssimilar to thoseapplicableunderthis agreement.

Article 6

The presentAgreementshall be subject to ratification and shall enterinto
force on the exchangeof instrumentsof ratification.

Article 7

The presentAgreementshall remainin force as long as themutualassistance
obligations under the North Atlantic Treaty signedat Washington,on April 4,
1949, remain in force between the two Governments,unless it is terminated
previously by agreementbetweenthe two Governments.

DONE at Brusselsin both the FrenchandEnglish languages,both textsbeing
equally authoritative, this 30th day of March, 1953.

For Belgium For Canada

Paul VAN ZEELAND Maurice POPE
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