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No. 2423. EXCHANGE OF NOTES CONSTITUTING AN
AGREEMENT1 BETWEEN THE UNITED STATES OF
AMERICA AND LIBERIA RELATING TO THE DESIG-
NATION OF A PERMANENT FREE PORT AREA IN
LIBERIA. MONROVIA, 24 AND 26 JULY 1948

I

The American Chargéd’Affaires ad interim to the Liberian Secretaryof State

AMERICAN LEGAT ION
No. 111

Monrovia, Liberia, July 24, 1948

Excellency:

I havethe honor to refer to the agreementbetweenthe United Statesof
Americaandthe Republicof Liberia, signedatMonroviaon December31, 1943,2
as amendedby an exchangeof notessignedat Monrovia on February23 and
February29, 1944,2 relating to the constructionof a port and port works in
the Republicof Liberia, and to conversationswhich havetakenplacebetween
representativesof the two Governmentswith respectto the establishmentof
boundariesto determinethe areawhich shallbe consideredas the permanent
free port area.

It is my understandingthat the conversationsreferredto abovehaveestab-
lishedthe desireof the two Governmentsthat the designationof the permanent
free port areareferredto in Article 3 of the above mentionedagreementbe
set forth by direct agreementbetweenthetwo Governments. It is my further
understandingthat those conversationshave resultedin agreementupon the
areato be designatedas sucha permanentfree port area,as follows:

Free Port of Monrovia. Beginningat a pointcoordinatedNorth 36,143.00
East 29,417.46said point being on a line designatedas the Westerly right of
way line of the principal highwayjoining the St. Paul River at BushrodIsland
with the City of Monrovia, saidright of way line beingparallel to and 55 feet
Westerly of the centerline of said highway; thencein a general Southerly
direction parallel to and 55 feet Westerly of the centerline of said highway
to a point coordinatedNorth 23,728.98East24,830.71 said point being at the
intersectionof a line parallelto and 1,000.00feet Southerlyof the centerline

1 Caine into force on 26 July 1948 by the exchangeof the saidnotes.
United Nations, Treaty Series,Vol. 106, p. 199.
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of the South breakwaterof the Port of Monrovia and a line parallel to and
55 feetWesterlyof the centerline of said highway,as hereinbeforedescribed;
thencealong the lines which are parallel to and lie 1,000.00 feet outside or
seawardof thecenterlinesof the breakwatersandtheline connectingthe seaward
endsof the said Northerly and Southerlybreakwatersof the Port of Monrovia
to a point which is the intersectionof the low water shorelineof the Atlantic
Oceanandthe aforesaidline lying 1,000.00feetNorth andparallelto thecenter
line of the Northerly breakwater;thencein a general Northwesterlydirection
along the low water shorelineof the Atlantic Oceanto the intersectionof the
aforesaidlow water shorelineand the coordinateline North 36,143.00;thence
along a line bearingtrue East,which is the saidline coordinateNorth 36,143.00
to the point of beginning hereinbeforedescribed. The abovedescribedparcel
of land lying abovethe low watersof the Atlantic Ocean and the Port waters
contains507 acresmore or less.

It is my further understandingthat, in addition to the permanentfree
port area describedin the precedingparagraph,the Governmentof Liberia
agrees,in pursuanceof Article 3 of the abovementionedagreement,to designate
as a part of the permanentport area, but not enjoying customsprivileges as
exercisedin the permanentfree port area,parcelsof land, as follows:

1. Port HousingParcel. Beginningat apoint coordinatedNorth 19,755.99
and East 19,411.90said point being on the Northwesterly slope of Mamba
Point Hill in the City of Monrovia and on the center line of a public street
known asKing Street,said pointbeing alsoNorth l9°-27’Eastand371.25feet
from a concretemonumentsituatedon the centerline of the said King Street
andknown as the establishedcornerof the former FirestoneCompanylease;
thencefrom saidpoint of beginningNorth 70°-33’West,220.00feetto a corner,
coordinatedNorth 19,829.25 and East 19,204.46;thenceNorth 26°-43’West,
479.06 feet to a corner, coordinatedNorth 20,257.01 and East 18,989.19;
thenceNorth 19°-27’East,608.00feet to a corner, coordinated20,830.31 and
East19,191.64;thenceSouth81°-35’,East,576.07feet to a corner, coordinated
North 20,746.06andEast 19,761.53;thenceSouth 19°-27’West, 1,050.00feet
to the aforesaidpoint of beginning.

Theabovedescribedparcelof landcontains9.73acresmoreor lessexclusive
of streetswhich the Governmentof Liberia hasdedicatedto public useasrights-
of-wayfor public travelorpublic utilities, all asshownanddimensionedapproxi-
mately on the plat No. G-1601,1hereinafterreferredto and madea part of this
note.

1 Seeinsertat the end of this volume.
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2. PowerhouseParcel. Beginningat a point on the low water shorelineof
the Atlantic Oceanwhich lies North 27°-50’20”Westof and243.00feet more
or lessfrom acornerpossessingcoordinatesof North 20,930.50andEast21,606.75
thencefromsaid coordinatedcornerSouth62°-09’-40”Westadistanceof 240.00
feet to a cornercoordinatedNorth 20,818.43andEast21,394.53;thenceNorth
27°-50’-20”West,205.00feetmoreor less to a point on the low water shoreline
of the Atlantic Ocean;thencegenerallynortheasterlyalong the low watershore-
line of the Atlantic Oceanto the point of beginning hereinbeforedescribed;
said parcel containing 1.23 acresmore or less.

Also included in this propertyis a right of way 50 feet wide, the location
of which is subjectto the approvalof the Liberian Government,from the above
describedproperty to the nearestpublic highway over which machinery and
equipmentnecessaryfor powerhouseoperationcanbe moved.

Also included in this agreementis an easementfor a water pipe line from
the above describedPowerhouseParcel beginning at a point approximate
coordinatesNorth 21,072.00East 21,529.00;thenceto approximatecoordinates
North 21,130.00East 21,546.00;thenceto the MesuradoRiver at approximate
coordinatesNorth 21,825.00East21,150.00.

The abovedescribedparcelsof land comprisingthe Port of Monrovia, the
Port HousingSite, andthe PowerhouseSite are shown respectivelyon plans:
United States Navy drawing Y and D No. 359200;1 U.S.E.M. drawing
No. G-1601,2 titled “Port Authority Housing“; and United StatesNavy
DrawingY andD No. 359202,2andthesedrawingsare herebymadean exhibit
to andpart of this note.

The descriptionof landedcornersabovedescribedin detail are designated
by a systemof coordinateshaving directions of true North and true East and
referencedto a permanentconcretemonumentatop Mamba Hill in the City
of Monrovia, said monumentpossessingcoordinates North 20,000.00 feet,
East20,000.00feet, as establishedby consentandcommon customandshown
on the Republicof Liberia’s official map of the City of Monrovia.

Uponreceipt of a Note from Your Excellencyindicating that the foregoing
designationof boundariesto comprisethe permanentport areais acceptableto
Governmentof the Republic of Liberia, the Governmentof the United States

‘For technicalreasonsthis drawing is not reproducedherein. A copy thereof attached
to the certified copy of the Agreementis depositedin thearchivesof theSecretariatof the United
Nationswhereit is availablefor reference.

Seeinsertat theend of this volume.
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of America will considerthat this Note and your reply theretoconstitutean
agreementbetweenthe two Governmentson this subject, the agreementto
enterinto force on the dateof Your Excellency’sNote.

Accept, Excellency,the renewedassuranceof my highestconsideration.

T. A. HICKOK

American Chargéd’Affaires

His ExcellencyGabrielL. Dennis
Secretaryof State, R.L.
Monrovia

II

The Liberian Secretaryof State to the AmericanChargé d’Affaires ad interim

DEPARTMENT OF STATE

MONROVIA, LIBERIA

122l/D. F.
July 26, 1948

Mr. Chargéd’Affaires:

I havethe honor to acknowledgethe receipt of your Note No. 111 dated
July 24, 1948, in which you refer to the agreementbetweenthe United States
of Americaandthe Republicof Liberia, signedat Monrovia on December31,
1943, asamendedby an exchangeof Notessignedat Monrovia on February23
and February29, 1944, relating to the constructionof a port and port works
in the Republicof Liberia, as well as to conversationswhich havetakenplace
betweenrepresentativesof our two Governmentswith respectto the establish-
ment of boundariesto determinethe areawhich is to be consideredas the per-
manentfree port area.

I note it is the desireof your Governmentthat,uponreceiptof aNote from
my Governmentindicating the designationof the boundariesto comprisethe
permanentfree port area, the Governmentof the United Stateswill consider
that Note to constitutean agreementbetweenthe two Governmentson this
subject,theagreementto enterinto force on the dateof the Noteof my Govern-
ment.

In reply, I have the honor to notify you that the conversationsabove
referred to, having resultedin completeagreementon all lines in respectof
establishingthe boundariesof the permanentfree port area,referredto in Ar-
ticle 3 of theabovementionedagreementof December31, 1943,which bounda-
ries aremore specifically set forth hereinbelow:

[Seenote1]
No. 2423
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I am authorizedby my Governmentto inform you that the foregoing
designationsof boundariesto comprisethe permanentfree port areaare accept-
able to the Governmentof the Republic of Liberia, and that this Note may
thereforebeconsideredasconstitutingan agreementbetweenour two Govern-
mentson this subject,the agreementto enter into force asof the dateof this
Note, it being understood,however,that the parcelsof land hereinabovedes-
cribedwith their pertinentboundariesfor

(1) Port Housing; and

(2) Power House

althoughdesignatedhereinas apart of the permanentport area,arenevertheless
excludedfrom the enjoymentof the customsprivileges as havebeengranted
by my Governmentto be exercisedin the permanentfree port area.

Pleaseaccept, Mr. Chargéd’Affaires, the renewedassuranceof my con-
siderationandesteem.

Gabriel L. DENNIS

Secretaryof State

T. A. Hickok, Esquire
American Chargéd’Affaires
American Legation
Monrovia
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