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No. 2052. CONVENTION’ ESTABLISHING A CUSTOMS CO-
OPERATION COUNCIL. SIGNED AT BRUSSELS, ON
15 DECEMBER 1950

The Governmentssignatoryto the presentConvention,

Consideringit advisableto securethe highestdegreeof harmonyand uni-
formity in their customssystemsand especiallyto studythe problemsinherent
in the development and improvement of customs technique and customs
legislation in connectiontherewith,

Convincedthat it will be in the interestsof internationaltradeto promote
co-operationbetweenGovernmentsin thesematters,bearingin mind the eco-
nomic andtechnicalfactorsinvolved therein,

Have agreedas follows:

Article I

A CustomsCo-operationCouncil(hereinafterreferredto as” the Council “)
is herebyset up.

Article II

(a) TheMembersof the Council shallbe:

(i) the ContractingPartiesto the presentConvention;
(ii) the Governmentof any separatecustomsterritory which is proposed

by a Contracting Party having responsibility for the formal conduct
of its diplomatic relations,which is autonomousin the conductof its
externalcommercialrelationsandwhoseadmissionas a separateMem-
ber is approvedby the Council.

1 In accordancewith articlesXVII and XVIII theconventioncameinto force on 4 November
1952, the date of depositwith the BelgianMinistry of ForeignAffairs of theseventhinstrument
of ratification, with respectto the following ratifying or accedingStateswhich depositedtheir
instrumentsof ratification or accessionon the datesindicated

Turkey* 6 June 1951 UnitedKingdomof Great
Norway 6 August 1951 Britain and Northern
Denmark 19 October 1951 Ireland 12 September1952
Greece 10 December1951 Ireland* 23 September1952
Spain* 13 July 1952 France 6 October 1952

SpanishColonies Sweden 17 October 1952
SpanishZoneof FederalRepublicof Ger-
Morocco many 4 November1952

andthereafteron therespectivedatesof depositof theinstrumentof ratification or accessionwith
respectto thefollowing States
Italy 20 November1952 Switzerland* 19 December1952
Belgium 11 December1952

* Indicatesaccession.



132 United Nations— Treaty Series 1953

(b) Any Governmentof a separatecustomsterritory, which is a Member
of theCouncilunderparagraph(a) (ii) above,shallceaseto beaMemberon notif-
ication to the Council of the withdrawalof its membershipby the Contracting
Party having responsibility for the formal conductof its diplomatic relations.

(c) EachMembershall nominateone delegateandone or morealternates
to be its representativeson the Council. Theserepresentativesmay be assisted
by advisers.

(d) The Council may admit representativesof non-memberGovernments
or of internationalorganisationsin the capacityof observers.

Article III

The functions of the Council shallbe:

(a) to studyall questionsrelatingto co-operationin customsmatterswhich
theContractingPartiesagreeto promotein conformity with the generalpurposes
of the presentConvention;

(b) to examinethe technicalaspects,as well as the economicfactorsrelated
thereto,of customssystemswith a view to proposingto its Memberspractical
meansof attainingthe highestpossibledegreeof harmonyanduniformity;

(c) to preparedraft Conventionsand amendmentsto Conventionsandto
recommendtheir adoption by interestedGovernments;

(d) to make recommendationsto ensurethe uniform interpretationand
applicationof the Conventionsconcludedasa result of its work as well as those
concerningthe Nomenclaturefor the Classificationof Goodsin CustomsTariffs
and the Valuation of Goods for CustomsPurposespreparedby the European
CustomsUnion Study Group and, to this end, to perform such functions as
may be expresslyassignedto it in thoseConventionsin accordancewith the pro-
visions thereof;

(e) to makerecommendations,inaconciliatorycapacity,for thesettlementof
disputesconcerningthe interpretationor applicationof the Conventionsreferred
to in paragraph(d) abovein accordancewith the provisionsof thoseConven-
tions; thepartiesin disputemayagreein advanceto acceptthe recommendations
of the Council as binding;

(f) to ensurethe circulation of information regardingcustomsregulations
andprocedures;

(g) on its own initiative or on request,to furnish to interestedGovernments
information or advice on customsmatterswithin the general purposesof the
presentConventionand to makerecommendationsthereon;

(h) to co-operatewith other inter-governmentalorganisationsas regards
matterswithin its competence.
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Article IV

The Membersof the Council shall supply to the Council any information
anddocumentationrequestedby it which is necessaryfor the executionof its
functions provided that no Member shall be required to divulge confidential
information, the disclosureof which would impedethe enforcementof its laws,
or which would otherwisebe contrary to the public interestor prejudicethe
legitimatecommercialinterestsof any enterprise,public or private.

Article V

The Council shallbe assistedby a PermanentTechnical Committeeanda
GeneralSecretariat.

Article VI

(a) TheCouncilshallelectannually,from amongthe delegatesof Me mbers
Chairmanandnot less than two Vice-Chairmen.

(b) It shallestablishits own Rulesof Procedureby a majority of not less
than two-thirds of its Members.

(c) It shall establisha NomenclatureCommitteeas provided in the Con-
ventionon Nomenclaturefor the Classificationof Goodsin CustomsTariffs and
a ValuationCommitteeasprovidedin the Conventionon theValuationof Goods
for CustomsPurposes. It shall also establishsuchothercommitteesas may be
desirablefor the purposesof the Conventionsreferredto in Article III (d) or for
any other purposewithin its competence.

(d) It shalldeterminethe tasksto be assignedto the PermanentTechnical
Committeeand the powersto be delegatedto it.

(e) It shall approveits annual budget, control its expenditureand give
suchdirectionsas it mayconsiderdesirableregardingits financesto the General
Secretariat.

Article VII

(a) The headquartersof the Council shallbe in Brussels.
(b) The Council, thePermanentTechnicalCommitteeandany committees

establishedby the Council may meetelsewherethan at the headquartersof the
Council, if the Council so decides.

(c) The Council shall meet at least twice a year. Its first meeting shall
take place not later than threemonthsafter the entry into force of the present
Convention.

Article VIII

(a) EachMemberof the Council shallhaveonevote exceptthat a Member
shall not havea vote on any questionrelating to the interpretation,application
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or amendmentof any of the Conventionsreferredto in Article III (d) which is in
force and which doesnot apply to that Member.

(b) Exceptasprovided in Article VI (b) the decisionsof theCouncil shallbe
takenby a majority of two-thirds of the Memberspresentandentitled to vote.
The Council shallnot takea decisionon any matterunlessmorethanhalf of the
Membersentitled to vote on that matterare present.

Article IX

(a) The Council shallestablishsuchrelationswith the United Nations, its
principal organs,subsidiarybodiesandspecialisedagencies,andany otherinter-
governmentalorganisations,as may best assurecollaboration in the achieve-
mentof their respectivetasks.

(b) TheCouncilmay makearrangementsnecessaryto facilitateconsultation
and co-operationwith non-governmentalorganisationsinterestedin matters
within its competence.

Article X

(a) The PermanentTechnicalCommitteeshall be composedof represen-
tatives of the Membersof the Council. EachMember of the Council may
nominateone delegateand one or more alternatesto be its representativeson
the Committee. Representativesshall be officials specialisedin technicalcus-
toms matters. They may be assistedby experts.

(b) The PermanentTechnical Committee shall meet not less than four
times a year.

Article XI

(a) The Council shallappoint a SecretaryGeneralanda DeputySecretary
Generalwhosefunctions,duties, conditionsof serviceandterms of office shall
be determinedby the Council.

(b) The SecretaryGeneralshallappoint the staff of the GeneralSecretariat.
The establishmentandstaff regulationsshall be approvedby the Council.

Article XII

(a) Each Member shall bear the expensesof its own delegationto the
Council, to the PermanentTechnicalCommitteeandto any committeesof the
Council.

(b) The expensesof the Council shallbe borneby its Membersin accord-
ancewith a scaleto bedeterminedby the Council.

(c) The Council may depriveof its voting rights any Memberwhich does
not pay its contribution within three months of being notified of the amount
thereof.
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(d) Each Member shall pay its full annual contribution for the financial
year during which it becomesa Member of the Council and for the financial
year during which its notice of withdrawal becomeseffective.

Article XIII

(a) The Council shall enjoy, in the territory of eachof its Members,such
legal capacity, as defined in the Annex to the presentConvention,as may be
necessaryfor the exerciseof its functions.

(b) The Council, the representativesof Members,the advisersandexperts
appointedto assistthem, andthe officials of the Council shall enjoy the privi-
legesand immunities specifiedin the Annex to the presentConvention.

(c) The Annexto the presentConventionshallform anintegral partthereof,
andany referenceto the Conventionshall be deemedto include a referenceto
the Annex.

4rticle XIV

The ContractingParties accept the provisions of the Protocol concerning
theEuropeanCustomsUnion StudyGroupopenedfor signatureat Brusselson
the samedateas the presentConvention. In determiningthe scaleof contri-
butions providedfor in Article XII (b), the Council shall takeinto consideration
membershipof the Study Group.

Article XV

The presentConventionshallbeopen for signatureuntil 31stMarch, 1951.

Article XVI

(a) The presentConventionshallbe subjectto ratification.
(b) Instrumentsof ratificationshallbe depositedwith the Belgian Ministry

of Foreign Affairs, which shallnotify all signatory and accedingGovernments
andtheSecretaryGeneralof eachsuchdeposit.

Article XVII

(a) When instrumentsof ratification havebeendepositedby sevenof the
signatoryGovernments,the presentConventionshall come into force between
them.

(b) For eachsignatory Governmentratifying thereafterthe presentCon-
vention shall comeinto force upon depositof its instrumentof ratification.

Article XVIII

(a) The Governmentof any Statewhich is not a signatoryto the present
Conventionmay accedetheretoas from 1st April, 1951.
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(b) Instrumentsof accessionshall be depositedwith the Belgian Ministry
of Foreign Affairs, which shall notify all signatory andaccedingGovernments
andthe SecretaryGeneralof eachsuch deposit.

(c) The presentConventionshall comeinto force for anyaccedingGovern-
ment on the depositof its instrumentof accession,but not before it comesinto
force in accordancewith paragraph(a) of Article XVII.

Article XIX

The presentConventionis of unlimited duration,but at any time after the
expiry of five yearsfrom its entry into force underparagraph(a) of Article XVII,
any ContractingParty may withdraw therefrom. Withdrawal shall take effect
one year after the dateof receiptby the Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs of
the notification of withdrawal. The Belgian Ministry of Foreign Affairs shall
notify eachwithdrawal to all signatory and accedingGovernmentsand to the
SecretaryGeneral.

Article XX

(a) The Council may recommendamendmentsto the presentConvention
to the ContractingParties.

(b) Any ContractingParty acceptingan amendmentshallnotify the Belgian
Ministry of Foreign Affairs in writing of its acceptanceandthe Belgian Ministry
of ForeignAffairs shall notify all signatory andaccedingGovernmentsand the
SecretaryGeneralof the receipt of the notice of acceptance.

(c) An amendmentshall comeinto force threemonthsafter receipt by the
Belgian Ministry of ForeignAffairs of noticeof acceptanceby all the Contrac-
ting Parties. When any amendmenthas beenacceptedby all the Contracting
Partiesthe Belgian Ministry of ForeignAffairs shallnotify all signatoryandacce-
ding Governmentsand the SecretaryGeneralof such acceptanceand of the
dateon which the amendmentwill come into force.

(d) After an amendmenthas come into force, no Governmentmay ratify
or accedeto the presentConventionunlessit also acceptsthe amendment.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,havingbeenduly authorisedthereto
by their respectiveGovernments,havesignedthe presentConvention.

DONE at Brusselson the fifteenthday of December,nineteenhundredand
fifty (December 15th, 1950) in the English and Frenchlanguages,both texts
being equallyauthentic,in a singleoriginal, which shall be depositedin the ar-
chives of the Governmentof Belgium which shall transmit certified copies
thereof to eachsignatoryandaccedingGovernment.
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Pour l’Allemagne: For Germany:

v. MALTZAN

Pour l’Autric/ze: For Austria:

Pour la Belgique: For Belgium:

Paul VAN ZEELAND

Pour le Danemark: For Denmark:

Bent FALKENSTJERNE

Pour la France: For France:

J. DE HAUTECLOCQtJE

Pour la Grande-Bretagne For Great Britain
et l’Irlande du Nord: andNorthern Ireland:

J. H. LE ROUGETEL

Pour la Grèce: For Greece:

D. CAPSALIS

Pour l’Irlande: For Ireland:
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Pour l’Islande: For Iceland:

Pétur BENEDIKTSSON

Pour l’Italie: For Italy:

PasqualeDIANA

Pour le Luxembourg: For Luxembourg:

RobertALS

Pour la Norvège: For Norway:

Johan Georg RAEDER

Pour les Pays-Bas: For the Netherlands:

G. BEELAERTS VAN BLOKLAND

Pour le Portugal: For Portugal:

EduardoVIEIRA LEITAO

Pour la Suede: For Sweden:

G. DE REUTERSKIOLD

Pour la Suisse: For Switzerland:

Pour la Turquie: For Turkey:
N°2052
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ANNEX

LEGAL CAPACITY, PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES OF THE COUNCIL

Article I

DEFINITIONS

Section1

In this Annex:

(i) Forthe purposesof Article III, thewords “property andassets”shall also include
propertyand funds administeredby the Councilin furtheranceof its constitutional
functions;

(ii) For the purposesof Article V, the expression“ representativesof Members” shall
be deemedto include all representatives,alternates,advisers, technical experts
and secretariesof delegations.

Article II

JURIDICAL PERSONALITY

Section2

The Council shall possessjuridical personality. It shall havethe capacity:

(a) to contract,
(b) to acquireanddisposeof immovableand movableproperty,
(c) to institute legal proceedings.

In thesemattersthe SecretaryGeneralshall act on behalfof the Council.

Article LU

PROPERTY,FUNDS AND ASSETS

Section3

The Council, its propertyand assets,whereverlocatedandby whomsoeverheld,
shall enjoyimmunityfrom everyform of legalprocessexceptin so far asin anyparticular
case it hasexpresslywaivedits immunity. It is, however,understoodthat no waiver
of immunityshallextendto anymeasureof execution.

Section4

The premisesof the Council shall be inviolable.
The propertyand assetsof the Council, wherever locatedand by whomsoever

held, shall be immune from search, requisition, confiscation, expropriationand any
otherform of interference,whetherby executive,administrative,judicial or legislative
action.

Section5

The archivesof the Council and in generalall documentsbelongingto it or held
by it, shall be inviolable, whereverlocated.

No. 2052



146 United Nations — Treaty Series 1953

Section6

Withoutbeingrestrictedby financialcontrols,regulationsor moratoriaof anykind

(a) theCouncilmayholdcurrencyof anykindandoperateaccountsinanycurrency;

(b) the Councilmay freely transferits funds from onecountryto anotheror within
anycountry andconvertany currencyheld by it into any othercurrency.

Section7

The Council shall, in exercisingits rights undersection 6 above,pay due regard
to any representationsmadeby any of its Membersandshall give effect to suchrepre-
sentationsin sofar as it considersthatthis canbedonewithoutdetrimentto the interests
of the Council.

Section8

The Council, its assets,incomeandotherpropertyshall be

(a) exemptfrom all direct taxes;it is understood,however,that the Council will
not claim exemption from taxeswhich are, in fact, no more than chargesfor public
utility services;

(b) exempt from customsdutiesand prohibitionsand restrictionson importsand
exports in respectdf articlesimported or exportedby the Council for its official use;
it is understood,however,thatarticlesimportedundersuchexemptionwill not besold
in the country into which they are imported,except underconditions agreedby the
Governmentof that country;

(c) exempt from all customsdutiesand prohibitions and restrictionson imports
andexportsin respectof its publications.

Section9

While the Council will not, as a generalrule, claim exemptionfrom exciseduties
and from taxeson the saleof movableandimmovable propertywhich form part of the
price to be paid, neverthelesswhen the Council is making importantpurchasesfor
official use of propertyon which suchdutiesand taxeshavebeenchargedor are char-
geable,Membersof the Councilwill, wheneverpossible,makeappropriateadministrative
arrangementsfor the remissionor returnof the amountof duty or tax.

Article IV

FACILITIES IN RESPECT OF COMMUNICATIONS

Section10

The Council shall enjoy, in the territory of each of its Members, for its official
communications,treatmentnot less favourablethan that accordedby that Memberto
any otherGovernmentincludingthe latter’s diplomaticmission,in the matterof priori-
ties, rates and taxes on mails, cables, telegrams, radiograms, telephotos,telephone,
and other communications,andpressratesfor information to the pressandradio.
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Section11

No censorshipshall be applied to the official correspondenceand other official
communicationsof the Council.

Nothing in this section shall be construedto precludethe adoptionof appropriate
security precautionsto be determinedby agreementbetweenthe Council and any of
its Members.

Article V

REPRESENTATIVES OF MEMBERS

Section12

Representativesof Membersat meetingsof the Council, the PermanentTechnical
Committeeand committeesof the Council shall, while exercisingtheir functions and
during their journeysto and from the placeof meeting,enjoy the following privileges
and immunities

(a) immunity from personalarrest or detentionand from seizureof their personal
baggage,and in respectof wordsspokenor written and all acts doneby them in their
official capacity, immunity from legal processof every kind;

(b) inviolability for all papersanddocuments;
(c) the right to use codesand to receivepapersor correspondenceby courier or

in sealedbags;
(d) exemptionin respectof themselvesandtheir spousesfrom immigrationrestric-

tions or aliens’ registrationin the Statewhich they are visiting or throughwhich they
are passingin the exerciseof their functions;

(e) the samefacilities in respectof currencyor exchangerestrictionsas areaccorded
to representativesof foreign Governmentson temporaryofficial missions;

(f) the sameimmunities and facilities in respectof their personalbaggageas are
accordedto membersof comparablerankof diplomaticmissions.

Section13

In orderto securefor the representativesof Membersat meetingsof the Council,
the PermanentTechnicalCommitteeandcommitteesof the Council completefreedom
of speechand completeindependencein the dischargeof their duties, the immunity
from legal processin respectof wordsspokenor written and all acts done by them in
dischargingtheir dutiesshall continueto be accorded,notwithstandingthat the persons
concernedare no longerengagedin the dischargeof suchduties.

Section14

Privilegesand immunitiesare accordedto therepresentativesof Members,not for
the personalbenefitof the individuals themselves,but in order to safeguardthe inde-
pendentexercise of their functions in connexionwith the Council. Consequently,
a Membernotonly hasthe right but is undera dutyto waivethe immunity of its repre-
sentativesinanycasewhere,in the opinionof the Member,theimmunitywould impede
the courseof justice,and where it can be waivedwithout prejudiceto the purposefor
which the immunity is accorded.
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Section15

The provisionsof sections12 and 13 are not applicablein relationto theauthorities

of aStateof which the personis a nationalor of which heis or hasbeena representative.

Article VI

OFFICIALS OF THE COUNCIL

Section16
The Council will specifythe categoriesof officials to which this Article shall apply.

The SecretaryGeneralshall communicateto the Membersof the Council the namesof

the officials includedin thesecategories.

Section17

Officials of the Council shall:
(a) be immunefrom legal processin respectof words spoken or written and

all acts performed by them in their official capacity and within the limits of their
authority;

(b) be exemptfrom taxationin respectof the salariesandemolumentspaid to them
by the Council;

(c) be immune,togetherwith their spousesandrelativesdependenton them, from
immigration restrictionsand alien registration;

(d) be accordedthe sameprivilegesin respectof exchangefacilities as are accorded
to officials of comparablerank of diplomaticmissions;

(e) be given, togetherwith their spousesand relativesdependenton them, the
same repatriationfacilities in time of international crises as officials of comparable
rankof diplomaticmissions;

(f) havethe right to import free of duty their furniture andeffectsat the timeof
first taking up their post in the country in question,and to returnsuch furniture and
effectsfree of dutyto their countryof domicile on the terminationof their functions.

Section18

In additionto the privilegesand immunities specifiedin section 17, the Secretary
Generalof the Council shall be accordedin respectof himself, his spouseand children
underthe age of 21, the privileges, immunities, exemptionsand facilities accordedto
headsof diplomatic missions in conformity with internationallaw.

The DeputySecretaryGeneralshall enjoy the privileges,immunities, exemptions
and facilities accordedto diplomatic representativesof comparablerank.

Section19

Privileges and immunities are grantedto officials in the interestsof the Council
only and not for the personalbenefit of the individuals themselves. The Secretary
Generalshall havethe right and the duty to waive the immunity of any official in any
casewhere,in hisopinion, the immunity would impedethe courseofjustice and canbe
waived without prejudiceto the interestsof the Council. In the caseof the Secretary
General,the Council shall havethe right to waive the immunity.
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Article VII

EXPERTS ON MISSIONS FOR THE COUNCIL

Section20

Experts(other than officials coming within the scopeof Article VI) performing
missions for the Council, shall be accordedsuch privileges,immunities and facilities
as are necessaryfor the independentexerciseof their functions during the period of
their missions,including the time spenton journeysin connectionwith their missions.
In particularthey shall be accorded

(a) immunity from personalarrestor detentionand from seizureof their baggage;
(b) in respectof wordsspokenor written or thingsdoneby themin the performance

of their mission andwithin the limits of their authority, immunity from legal process
of everykind;

(c) inviolability for all papersand documents.

Section21

Privileges,immunities and facilities are grantedto expertsin the interestsof the
Council and not for the personalbenefit of the individual concerned. The Secretary
Generalshall havethe right and the duty to waive the immunity of any expertin any
casewhere, in his opinion, the immunity would impedethe courseof justice and it
canbe waivedwithout prejudiceto the interestsof the Council.

Article VIII

ABUSES OF PRIVILEGES

Section22

Representativesof Membersat meetingsof the Council, thePermanentTechnical
Committeeandcommitteesof the Council, while exercisingtheir functionsandduring
their journeys to and from the place of meeting, and officials within the meaning of
section 16 and section 20, shall not be requiredby the territorial authorities to leave
the country in which they are performingtheir functions on accountof any activities
by themin theirofficial capacity. In thecase,however,of abuseof privilegesof residence
committedby any suchpersonin activities in that countryoutsidehis official functions,
he may be requiredto leaveby the Governmentof that countryprovidedthat:

(i) Representativesof Membersof the Council,orpersonswho areentitledto diplomatic
immunity undersection18, shall not be requiredto leave the country otherwise
thanin accordancewith the diplomaticprocedureapplicableto diplomaticenvoys
accreditedto that country.

(ii) In the caseof an official to whom section 18 is not applicable,no order to leave
the country shall be issuedother than with the approvalof the Foreign Minister
of the countryin question,andsuch approvalshall be given only after consultation
with the SecretaryGeneralof theCouncil; and if expulsionproceedingsare taken
againstanofficial, theSecretaryGeneralof the Councilshallhavethe right to appear
in suchproceedingson behalfof the personagainstwhom they areinstituted.
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Section23

The SecretaryGeneralshall co-operateat all timeswith theappropriateauthorities
of Membersof the Council to facilitate the proper administrationof justice, secure
theobservanceof policeregulationsandpreventtheoccurrenceof anyabusesin connexion
with the privileges,immunities and facilities enumeratedin thepresentAnnex.

Article IX

SETTLEMENT OF DISPUTES

Section24

The Council shall makeprovisionfor appropriatemodesof settlementof:

(a) disputesarisingoutof contractsor otherdisputesof aprivatecharacterto which
the Council is a party;

(b) disputesinvolving any official of the Council who by reasonof his official
position enjoys immunity, if immunity has not been waived in accordancewith the
provisionsof sections19 and21.

Article X

SUPPLEMENTARY AGREEMENTS

Section25

The Council may conclude with any Contracting Party or ContractingParties
supplementaryagreementsadjustingthe provisionsof the presentAnnex so far as that
ContractingParty or thoseContractingPartiesareconcerned.

No. 2052


