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No. 2531. AGREEMENT’ BETWEEN THE GOVERNMENT
OF THE KINGDOM OF DENMARK AND THE GOVERN-
MENTS OF THE UNITED KINGDOM OF GREAT
BRITAIN AND NORTHERN IRELAND, AUSTRALIA,
CANADA, INDIA, NEW ZEALAND, PAKISTAN AND
THE UNION OF SOUTH AFRICA REGARDING THE
WAR GRAVES AND MEMORIALS OF THE BRITISH
COMMONWEALTH IN DANISH TERRITORY. SIGNED
AT COPENHAGEN, ON 22 FEBRUARY 1954

The Governmentof Denmarkof the onepart,andthe Governmentsof the
United Kingdom of Great Britain and Northern Ireland, Australia, Canada,
india, New Zealand,Pakistanandthe Union of SouthAfrica (hereinafterreferred
to as “the Commonwealthcountries”)of the otherpart,

ANIMATED BY A COMMON DESIRE thatthe gravesin Danishterritory of Mem-
bersof the Armed Forcesof the Commonwealthcountrieswho havefallen in
the Wars of 1914—18 and 1939—45 (hereinafterreferredto as “the Common-
wealthWar Graves”)shouldbe protectedfrom risk of disturbanceandassured
of respectand care in accordancewith the Danish law prevailing at any time,

HAVE CONCLUDED THE FOLLOWING AGREEMENT:

Article 1
The Imperial War Graves Commission, incorporatedby Royal Charter

of the 21stMay 1917(hereinafterreferredto as“the Commission”)is recognised
by the Governmentof Denmarkasthesolepermanentofficial authorityentrusted
on behalfof the Governmentsof the Commonwealthcountrieswith the care of
the CommonwealthWar Graves. The Governmentof Denmark recognises
the right of the Commissionto act in Denmarkas an Associationpossessing
the civil rights of an individual in all that concernsthe CommonwealthWar
Graves.

Article 2
The Governmentof Denmarkundertakesto invite the competentlocal

authoritiesto grantto the Commissionthe useof the landoccupiedby Com-
monwealthWar Graves for a period of sixty years, which may be renewed
thereafter. The Governmentof Denmark will expressto these authorities
the hope that suchgrantsshall be free of costto the Commission.

‘Came into force on 24 March1954, thirty daysafterthedateof signature,in accordancewith
article 5.
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Article 3

Exhumationof bodiesfrom the CommonwealthWar Graves,unlessunder-
takenor authorisedby the Commissionandthe Danish Government,shallnot
be permitted. The Governmentof Denmarkundertakesto invite the com-
petent local authoritiesto refuseall applicationsfor permissionfor the exhuma-
tion of any of thesebodies or for their removalunless the applicationshave
first beenreferredto andagreedby the Commission.

Article 4

The Commissionshall appoint to representthem in Denmark a Joint
Committeeconsistingof two Danish membersandtwo Commonwealthmem-
bers. The former shallbe designatedby the Governmentof Denmark.

The functionsof this Committeeshallbeto act whennecessaryasan official
channel betweenthe Danish authorities and the Commissionon matterscon-
cerningthe CommonwealthWar Gravesor relating to the responsibilitiesand
functions of the Commissionin Denmark, generally, as well as to adviseand
assistthe Commissionin its task in Denmark.

Article 5

This Agreementshallcomeinto force thirty daysafterthedateof signature.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF the undersigned,duly authorisedthereto by their
respectiveGovernments,havesigned the presentAgreement.

DONE at Copenhagenon the 22th day of February, 1954, in Danish and
in English, both texts being equallyauthentic, in a single copy which shallbe
depositedwith the Governmentof Denmarkandof which certified copiesshall
be furnishedto the other Governmentspartiesto this Agreement.

N~2531



1954 Nations Unies — Recueildes Traités 279

[TRADUCTION — TRANSLATION]

No 2531. ACCORD’ ENTRE LE GOUVERNEMENT DU
ROYAUME DE DANEMARK ET LES GOUVERNEMENTS
DU ROYAUME-UNI DE GRANDE-BRETAGNE ET D’IR-
LANDE DU NORD, DE L’AUSTRALIE, DU CANADA,
DE L’INDE, DE LA NOUVELLE-ZELANDE, DU PAKIS-
TAN ET DE L’UNION SUD-AFRICAINE RELATIF AUX
SEPULTURESMILITAIRES ET AUX MONUMENTS COM-
MEMORATIFS DU COMMONWEALTH BRITANNIQUE
SE TROUVANT EN TERRITOIRE DANOIS. SIGNE A
COPENHAGUE, LE 22 FEVRIER 1954

Le Gouverneinentdu Danemark,d’une part, et les Gouvernementsdu
Royaume-Unide Grande-Bretagneet d’Irlande du Nord, de l’Australie, du
Canada,de l’Inde, de Ia Nouvelle-Zélande,du Pakistanet de l’Union Sud-
Africaine (ci-aprésdénommésales pays du Commonwealth~),d’autre part,

ANIM~SDU D1~SIRCOMMUN defaire en sortequeles tombesoi’i sontenterrés
au Danemarklesmembresdesforces arméesdespaysdu Commonwealthmorts
pendantla guerre de 1914-1918et celle de 1939-1945 (ci-aprêsdénommées
ales sépulturesmilitaires du Commonwealths) soientprotégéescontre toutes
atteinteséventuelleset entouréesdu respectet dessoinsvoulus conformément
a Ia legislationdanoiseen vigueur,

ONT CONCLU L’ACCORD CI-APRES:

Article premier

Le Gouvernementdanois reconnalt dans Ia Commission impériale des
sépulturesmilitaires(ci-aprèsdénommée~la Commission))) qui a étéconstituée
par la Charteroyaledu 21 mai 1917, le seul organismeofficiel permanentchargé
de veiller, au nom des Gouvernementsdespays du Commonwealth,sur les
sépulturesmilitaires du Commonwealth.Le Gouvernementdanois reconnait
a la Commissionle droit d’agir au Danemarken qualité de personnejuridique
pour tout ce qui concerneles sépulturesmilitaires du Commonwealth.

Article 2

Le Gouvernementdanoiss’engageaprier les autoritéslocalescompétentes
d’accordera la Commissionle droit d’utiliser pendantune périodede soixante

1 Entré envigueur trentejours aprésIa date deIa signature,Ic 24 mars1954, conformémenta
I’article 5.
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Pour le Gouvernementdu Canada:

E. D’Ax~cyMCGREER [L.S]

Pour le Gouvernementde 1’Inde:
A.C.N. NAMBIAR [L.S]

Pour le Gouvernementde Ia Nouvelle-Zélande:

Eric BERTHOUD [L.S]

Pour le Gouvernementdu Pakistan:

S. M. BURKE [L.S]

Pour le Gouvernementde 1’Union Sud-Africaine:

Eric BERTHOUD [L.S]
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